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Introduction

The Olympic Games are seen as the largest spostd @worldwide with a history of
almost 120 years of existence. Split up into SumemnerWinter Games, alternating every
two years and each hosted in a different countiey,Qlympics cannot only be seen as a
sport event but as a cultural phenomenon that driogether all levels of society. No
other global sport event includes as many particgp&om different countries, as these

Games do.

The founding idea of the Olympic Games is not soldout sports, moreover, their
International Olympic Committee sees itself as @hyfhmpic movement”, that wants to
spread education and intercultural spirit throudhibea world.

When looking at the characteristics of the Gantdseg¢omes clear that being the longest
existing global sport event, involving as many grants and providing a stage for
global interaction, also brings out conflicts inerests.

Governmental, as well as non-governmental interestd as those of activist groups
collide and cause protest. The political interestsbedded in the Games, on the
governmental side, are mostly concerning the cgiaitnage and economic goals, while
the focal point on the activist’'s side, in manyasgds human rights. The collision leads
to a protest activism by groups that use the unuysoaer they can exercise on the
transnational stage.

The awarding of the 2014 Games to Russia led th glabal protest activism. While
Vladimir Putin characterized the Winter Olympicshas country’s re-emergence as a
great power, critics voice concerns over corruptidruman rights abuse and
environmental degradation.

A main cause for transnational activism surroundiregSochi Games was the passing of
the so-called anti-gay law.

The law signed by President Putin states the peatadn of positive statements of LGBT
as propaganda, which Putin explains to be for tlogeption of children, while human
rights advocates see it as a discrimination tow&@8T, causing them to initiate

campaigns and protest throughout the globe.



Reason for Thesis

Even though no other event has brought togetheraso/ people from various countries
throughout the world and became the biggest sgpeirent providing global platform
for protest, the Olympic Games have been underoesglin study of the usage of the

provided stage for transnational activism.

Since the Olympic Games are the biggest sport esenmés in the world, providing a
global platform, the analysis of protest within #e@pe of the event is of great relevance
for a communication scientific aspect as well @sgblitical aspect due to its international
interest and impact.

The analysis of protest at the Olympic Games ti@h to the transnational theory allows

not only a communication science- but also a palitapproach.

The decisive reason for this thesis is the mainstijpre how and to what effect the
Olympic Games have provided a publicity platformtiaman rights activism on the case
of Sochi 2014.

The case of Sochi is chosen as it enables a résearcecent protest at the Olympic

Games in various ways.

In the lead-up to the Olympic Games in Sochi dsticof the new law and the treatment
of LGBT people in Russia dominated and calls faitgst were made. The fact that the
LGBT issues seen within the field of the Sochi 2@ympics, led to worldwide protest
while other human rights issues like violations aots workers and citizens didn’t
receive the same amount of attention, makes treeafaéSochi particularly interesting for

research as it is protest on the Olympic stage avitlansnational issue.

The personal motivation and interest for this thesithe combination of the Olympic
Games being the world’s biggest international spgrtvent and its capacity of providing
a global stage for communicative action. As wellhestransnational characteristic it has

as it enables transnational activism.

Protest staged on the platform the Olympic Gamewige, has a communication-
scientific relevance as the international platfooh a major event is used for
communicating concerns transnationally.

Therefore, as protest is voiced and awareness sniess is raised, a transnational

communication takes place.



The aim of the thesis is to give an insight on lpyetest took place on the stage of the
Olympic games with regards to the transnationadppand transnational activism.
What kind of actors were involved, what their irttens were and how they protested
for their cause. Another aspect is the analysisoef successful the protests were,

measured in the impact they had on media covenagi@a@v much it was reported on.

Structure of Thesis

This thesis is structured to first guide the redtieough the topic of research, namely
human rights protest on the stage of the Olympim&a from where it then leads to the
analysis of the thesis, answering the questioesdarch and giving an outlook on future

events related to this field of research.

Human rights makes up the first chapter as thecblojferesearch and main cause of the
protests analyzed in this thesis. In this chapterexplanation of what human rights are,
is included, as well as an introduction of the ti@ading international human rights
organizations: The United Nations and Amnesty hd#ional and their Universal
Declaration of Human Rights. The chapter is conetudith an overview of their work
and their criticism of the International Olympic @mittee concerning human rights. In
addition to that first connection of human rigldstte Olympic Games, the I0C’s Agenda
2020 is discussed.

This is followed by the Chapter ‘Conjunction of @lgism and Human Rights’ in which

the principles of Olympism get discussed and @ilycanalyzed. It connects the Olympic
Games and the Olympic idea to human rights and shamwexample of the issues of
contradiction which lead to protests on the Olyngiage.

The connection of human rights to the Olympic Gatrees played a role throughout the
Game's history. To understand the development ategt in the Olympic Games, a
chronological overview of major protests in thetdig of the Olympic Games will be
given. This will include the description of varionases, the reason for protest, and its
actors.

This overview of historical cases is followed bgiscussion on the study done by Cottrell
and Nelson, who analyzed the development and tyemstion of protest on a

transnational stage, which is offered by the Olyar(ames.



Looking at the different cases in history and theansformation, it becomes clear that

protest has changed its character into becoming global and transnational.

Subsequently, Transnational Theory and Transndti@etvism, their issues and
characteristics, as well as different opinionshem, will be shown and examined as they

are used for research on the protest at the OlyAaioes.

To answer the research question ‘In which waystanghat effect have the Olympics
provided a publicity platform for human rights &&im?’ in the case of Sochi 2014, the
media coverage of protest cases surrounding th& 06thi Olympic Winter Games was
chosen for analysis. This analysis of newspapeclest that were found through a
database-research including various internatioeakpapers and a time frame of 3 years,
gives an insight into what actors did, what thieientions were, their form of protest and
their strategy. The analysis then leads to a cemmiuand an outlook towards future

research on the topic.

Human Rights

United Nations

In understanding what human rights are and wheeg triginate from, the United
Nations play an important role.

After having to experience the horrors of war anel holocaust, 51 countries founded
The United Nations Organization, often referrecaso'UNO’ or ‘UN’, following the
second World War, with the ambition of not ever ihgvto see history repeat itself.
(cf. Amnestyinternational, 2016) The term ‘Unitechtidns’ was suggested by the
President of the United States, Franklin D. Rookeve

With the war still going on, representatives ofadlléed nations, such as the United States,
the United Kingdom, the former Union of Soviet Sdisit Republics and China, decided
to pledge their support and stand together agaitts¢é Axis Powers
(EncyclopediaBritannica, 2016) and signed the ‘Beation by United Nations’ on
January T, 1942 in Washington, D.C. which became the fouoddbr today’s UN. (cf.
UnitedNations, 2009)

L “pxis powers, the Coalition headed by Germany, Italy, and Japan that opposed the Allied powers in
World War II.” http://www.britannica.com/topic/Axis-Powers (22.03.2016)
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In the following years, the allied nations contidu&eir work. Representatives of the
Soviet Union, the UK, China and the U.S. workegooposals, which the representatives
of 50 countries deliberated on three years laté®db, at the United Nations Conference
on International Organization in San FranciscosMaas to become the United Nations
Charter.

All 50 represented countries signed the Chartelunre 28, 1945. Poland, signed it later,
and thus they became the 51 founding nations. (¢hitedNations, 2016)
Today, the number of members has grown to 193famthited Nations Organization is
“the world’s largest and most important internaéibmrganization” (UnitedNations,
2016).

Its importance becomes clear when consideringnitgue position of being independent
and “the only forum in the world where peace andusg&, human rights and
development are debated by all countries in thddyvofAmnestyinternational, 2016)
Consisting of various bodies dealing with differésgues, the UN created the ‘Human
Rights Council’ (UNHRC) in 2006, as the one to de&h human rights issues. The
UNHRC includes 47 Member States, which meet thiraed a year, and work together
to address various human rights topics. They ads@ lthe power to create new human
rights standards. Another task, under the namemil/ersal Periodic Review’, is to make
sure the UN Member States fulfil their human rightsbligations. (cf.
AmnestyInternational 2016

To widen the United Nations work on human righssiess, the General Assembly created
the position of the ‘UN High Commissioner for HumRights..

The High Commissioner leads the ‘Office of the H@bmmissioner of Human Rights’
(OHCHR), which is part of the UN Secretariat and, sauch, responsible for the
implementation of the UN human rights program. Tigto its work, the OHCHR is able
to support human rights institutions and governmavith expertise through research,
and by offering education about human rights.

It enables the United Nations to work together wibloperation partners, which provide
consultations, allowing a discourse on various depsuch as human rights issues.
By shaping the definition and working with variopartners and groups, the United
Nations offer a platform for debate where humahtsgand violations against them get
called out and discussed. It also enables the wivkrious advocates, such as Amnesty

International.



Amnesty International

There are various organizations that focus onifigifor and defending human rights and

that act as advocacy groups for people, who asnafbhable to defend themselves.

A major global organization, and a partner to thié With special consultative status, is
Amnesty International.

“Amnesty International is a global movement of mtivan 7 million people
in over 150 countries and territories who campaign

to end abuses of human rights.”
(Amnestylnternational, 2016)

Amnesty International is known and active arourewiorld. It is an advocacy group that
was founded upon the idea of a single man, thedaWgter Benenson, in London. When
Benenson heard of two Portuguese students thatjarkse for raising a toast to freedom,
in 1961, he published the ‘Appeal for Amnesty’ ineTObserver newspaper. The article
was reprinted in various newspapers throughoutwibdd, bringing forth multiple
responses and sparking the idea for worldwide uhityugh solidarity in the battle for
justice and freedom.

The movement experienced a steady growth from émenvith growing popularity and
importance, leading the UN to voting on the ‘Cortiem against Torture’ in 1984 after
Amnesty had started a first campaign against terud 972.

In 1977, Amnesty was awarded with the Nobel Peaize Bn the grounds of their efforts
to “securing the ground of freedom, for justiced dnereby also for peace in the world”
(Amnesty, 2016).

Amnesty’s work includes various fields of humanhtigssues. They state about
themselves that they are “independent of any palitideology, economic interest or
religion” and “are campaigning for a world wherentan rights are enjoyed by all.”
(Amnesty, 2016)rheir work consists of investigating and using tthefluence to put
pressure on powerful groups and lobby governmentbey international law and keep
their promises. (cf. Amnestyinternational, 2016)



“Only when the last prisoner of conscience has Iiessd,
when the last torture chamber has been closed,
when the United Nations Universal Declaration oftkdun Rights

is a reality for the world’s people, will our woble done.”

-Peter Benenson, Amnesty International foundemésty 2016)

Amnesty seeks to create a world in which humantsigtaid out in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (un.org, 2016), arentgd and assured for everyone.

(cf. Amnestyinternational, 2016)

The United Nations created the Universal Declamatth Human Rights in 1948. Its

purpose was -and still is- to formulate the pritespof the human rights movement, which
declare their protection and promotion. This consdighting against violations such as
discrimination, torture, protecting rights of miiteas and fighting against the death
penalty.

The Declaration has influenced international lavhich aims at designing a global
system of rights and has also inspired many irgtits fighting for human rights around
the world. In cooperation with the UN, Amnesty imi&tional name their goal to be “(...)
[creating] a world where every one of us enjoysrgvMeuman right laid out in the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights.” (Amnestgimtational, 2016)

In order to achieve that goal, the cooperation dwmnsa worldwide implementation of
human rights and -standards, as well as a strdsigearesence in cases of violations and
crises, and a more efficient promotion and protecti

Amnesty International is known for global campaigmat raise awareness about human

rights violations.

In 2014, for the Olympic Torch journey from Moscdav Sochi, Amnesty called for a
campaign that had various issues on their agendlananlved hundreds of thousands of
Amnesty International members to join in a serieewents and protests throughout the

world.

With their campaign, Amnesty wanted to raise awassron Russia’s violation of human
rights. John Dalhuisen, Europe and Central Asiagfarame Director of Amnesty
International, argued that “The Olympic flame cénow light on the human rights
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violations that the authorities would prefer to énidehind the celebratory decorations.
(...)” (Dalhuisen qtd. in Krivosheev, 2013).

Through flash mobs and other actions in public epamnd at locations, such as Russian
embassies, Amnesty wanted to highlight Russia’datians concerning freedom of
expression, association and assemblies. Amongsssbes they had with Russia, were
the release of imprisoned protesters for freedoraxpiression, various laws violating
human rights, including the anti-LGBT law, and tladure of investigating cases of

murder on journalists and activists.

As Dalhuisen continues to state: “The Olympic faafand spectacular ceremonies will
not hide the fact that fundamental human rightdramapled over despite being explicitly
guaranteed by the Russian Constitution and intemmathuman rights treaties to which

Russia is party” (Dalhuisen qgtd. in Krivosheev, 201

The ongoing debate on the issue of the relatiowdst human rights and the Olympic
Games can be seen in a quote by Francois Carfa@lDirector General in July 2001

when speaking about Beijing’s 2008 Olympic bid:

“We are totally aware there is one issue on thdetaadnd that is human rights.
Either you say because of some serious human ligguss, we close the door, deliver a
vote that is regarded as a sanction and hope tevase better. The other way is to bet
on openness. We are taking the bet that we willnsaey changes.” (Francois Carrard
gtd. in tibetnetwork, 2015)

Agenda 2020 criticism

As a reaction to wide spread criticism towards fB€ concerning environmental and
human rights issues, the International Olympic Cattex®, under President Bach, reacted
in 2013 and called for the Olympic Agenda 2020.. (clympic.org, 2016)
The Agenda consists of various proposals concertiagyrganization of the Olympic
Games.

“When you put them together, a picture emerges ghatvs the IOC safeguarding the
uniqueness of the Olympic Games and strengtheipiog g1 society.” (BBC, 2014)

The proposals included organizational issues, @ghhe bidding process, which is



supposed to make it easier for host cities to agply hosting the Games. The
recommendation states that it should be made gedsibfuture applicants to be able to
better fit the hosting into their economic, so@at environmental capabilities, allowing
more sustainability- something which often comesshort at the Olympic Games.
Sustainability also becomes a topic in the Agendasdmmendation 3 in which the I0OC
states that costs for the bidding should be redacedsustainability should be a major

factor in awarding the Games to a city.

Concerning human rights, recommendation 14 of thenic Agenda 2020 plays an
important role. Here, the 10C states that thé&@ndamental Principle of Olympism shall
be strengthened by including non-discriminationsemual orientation in the Olympic
Charter.

Other proposals and recommendations include theckaof an Olympic TV channel,
offering a platform for everyone involved in they®Ipic Games, and strengthening the
Basic Universal Principle of Good Governance aiicstin compliance with the I0C’s

financial statements. (cf. olympic.org, 2016)

But criticism of the Agenda 2020 soon followed. Aattion of human rights
organizations called ‘The Sports and Rights Allenwhich includes organizations such
as Amnesty International, the International Tradéod Confederation and Transparency
International, openly criticized the I0OC for notifig up to the expectations that were
created by the passing of the Agenda 2020.

The Alliance criticism explicitly states that “trebsence of any explicit reference to
human rights in its newly redrafted host city cantris a “shocking omission”.” (cf.
Gibson, 2015)

In an article published ortheguardian.com on September %5 2015, Amnesty
International Netherlands director Eduard Nazaeskiresses his opinion on how human
rights abuses continue to happen in connection thighOlympic Games. He is quoted
saying that “from the crackdown on protests andggrieeedom in Beijing 2008 and
restrictions on gay rights and free speech arowzhiS2014, (...) and the thousands
forcibly evicted in Rio, there is no denying thdy@pic Games can and do lead to human
rights abuses.” (cf. Nazarski gtd. in Gibson, 2015)

His criticism goes against the IOC directly, stgtthat it is difficult to understand the



committees’ failure of explicitly referring to humaights in their new host-city contracts
following the Agenda 2020. In his view, it is a ¢@dliction to consider sport a human

right but at the same time to fail to protect humights.

Even though there have been changes made, likegttening the ® fundamental

principle in the Olympic charter adding non-disanation on sexual orientation, as well
as new rules forcing contractors hired for buildthg Olympic venues into a better
treatment of workers, and the obligation to hosesiof guaranteeing freedom of the

press, these still did not meet the claims madé&heySports and Rights Alliance.

The Alliance aims to push for a clear commitmenhtwnan rights by the IOC and an
explicit focus on good governance, as Sylvia SchehKransparency International
Germany states: “Good governance in sport as aralbw®ncept is missing from the
contract (...). The organising committee urgentlydsea full compliance management
system in place to meet international governanaadstrds.” (Sylvia Schenk qtd. in
Gibson, 2015)

As a reaction to the criticism by The Sports angh®& Alliance, the 10C director of
communications, Mark Adams states his astonishregying that the changes made to

the host city contracts had also been welcomeddwytliance. (cf. Gibson, 2015)

He elaborates on the changes made concerning hrghds issues and disagrees with
the Alliances’ criticism by saying that, the comtrédid include “all three areas highlighted
by the Sport and Rights Alliance: LGBT rights, wer& rights and free reporting in the
context of the Olympic Games.” (Gibson, 2015) Ahdrefore would meet and mirror

the United Nations declaration of human rights. Gibson, 2015)

Rio 2016

An article published on Decembéf 015 on theguardian.com reflects the widespread
criticism concerning human rights issues such atatrons of children’s rights and
evictions of thousands in connection to the 201gn@ic Games in Rio, Brazil. It
discusses the outlook on the 2016 Summer OlympidRio, containing criticism of
violation to human rights reported by the ‘Comit@pRlar’, the leader of a coalition of

activists.
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It becomes clear that the outlook on the Gamesezaimy human rights draws a rather
negative picture of the 2016 Summer Games, asrdiogao their report, violations have

already taken place during the preparation timeHerOlympics.

In their report, the coalition of activists claitmst there is a long list of problems, naming

“evictions, police violence and poor labor condigd amongst them. (cf. Watts, 2015)

Naming that report ‘Exclusion Games’ makes senserwboking at the numbers they
provide of at least 4,120 families having lost tHedmes and 2,486 under the threat of
being removed due to the need of space for infretstre projects, which also excludes
children from continuing their school and havingess to other needs. They add that
police violence against young people, especialljthe poor parts of the city, has

increased.

The coalition of activists, including different NGQOrefers to previous studies done on
the topic of a rise in child exploitation during gaesport events. They add a second study
done by Dundee University and the Pontifical Cath@lniversity of Rio de Janeiro,
which analyzed the “disappearances of severaltsttelelren who were removed from
the streets in “social cleansing” operations alw@fadajor events.” (cf. Gibson, 2015)

While, according to the article, the City of Rionékes the accusations, stating that in total,
over 80% of the actions taken were independertieoflympic Games preparations and
were more-so due to natural catastrophes like ipad well as improving the cities
infrastructure. Adding that through investmentshealthcare and education, an increase

in the wellbeing of Rios children could be accorsipéd.

Despite the defense by Rio’s government officiag tComité Popular’ criticizes that
“(...) the social costs of mega-events outweigh taedhts, which are skewed towards
the wealthier parts of the city.” (Watts, 2015)

The Alliance of activists also calls upon the Intronal Olympic Committee to
strengthen their ambitions towards human rightstaed commitment to the Olympic
Charter values, quoting Jules Boykoff, a professbrpolitical science at Pacific
University: “(...) The I0C absolutely needs to staking human rights more seriously.
This is a no-brainer. The I0C tendency to foisuplale deniability on us has become
undeniably implausible.” (Boykoff gtd. In Watts, %)
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The conjunction of Olympism & Human Rights

,Olympism... exalting and combining in a balanceduble

the qualities of body, mind and will. “

-Pierre de Couberti@inglis, 2008:463)

Pierre de Coubertin (cf. Cahill, 1999)himself a highly enthusiastic sportsman, who
“was convinced that sport was the springboardéaewed moral energy” (olympic.org,
2016), was the founder of the International OlympicCommittee.

It was also Coubertin who defined the principlebjoh build the foundation for today’s

still valid definition of Olympism:

“To be a religion i.e. to “adhere to an ideal dhigher life, to strive for perfection”; to

represent an elite “whose origins are completeglisgian” and at the same time an
“Aristocracy” with all its moral qualities; to cremaa truce with “a four-yearly celebration
of the springtime of mankind”; and to glorify beglnty the “involvement of the arts and

the mind in the Games”.” (cf. olympic.org, 2016)

Proposed in the late nineteenth century as an idealankind in the upcoming twentieth
century, Olympism was meant to educate throughtspoubertin hoped for it to become
a model, which would slowly lead to a better wodd he said. According to Janet Cahill:
“Every four years, the restored Olympic Gameswill] little by little dissipate the
ignorance in which people live with respect to eshe&n ignorance which breeds hate,
compounds misunderstanding and hastens events tlmevibarbarous path towards

merciless conflict”. (Cahill, 1999)

Commenting on what has become of Coubertin’s hopthe spread of Olympism, Janet
Cabhill quotes the journalist Damian Grace, “The Garhave become less an expression

of the ideals of Olympism than an opportunity toy@ that winning is everything. Getting

2 “pPierre Frédy, Baron de Coubertin was born in Paris, France in 1863. He strongly believed that sport
and athleticism should be part of a young man’s education, and that the concept of Olympism would
promote communication and understanding between nations. Therefore, in 1892, he announced his
intention to the Sorbonne (the French Parliament) to revive the Olympic Games. Four years later, the
first modern Olympic Games were held in Athens, Greece. Today de Coubertin is known as the Founder
of the modern Olympic Movement, and, the Olympic Humanist“ -Janet Cahill: , The Ideals of Olympism*“
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a result for sponsors, national pride, the athleted the 10C is what the Games are
about.” (Cahill, 1999). The question, Cahill asksyhether Coubertin’s goals have been
achieved. She refers to the Fundamentals of Olymgcs. Vidishcheva & Tskhakaya,
2010):

1. «...Blending sport with culture and educatiotyndpism seeks to create a way of life
based on the joy of effort, the educational valugomd example and respect for universal

fundamental ethical principles».

2. «The goal of Olympism is to place sport at theise of the harmonious development
of man, with a view to promoting a peaceful socayncerned with the preservation of

human dignity».

3. «...It reaches its peak with the bringing togetbf the world’s athletes at the great
sports festival, the Olympic Games. Its symbolvs fnterlaced rings».

4. «...Every individual must have the possibility practicing sport, without
discrimination of any kind and in the Olympic spiriwhich requires mutual

understanding with a spirit of friendship, solidgand fair play».

5. «Any form of discrimination with regard to a ety or a person on grounds of race,
religion, politics, gender or otherwise is incomblat with belonging to the Olympic

Movement».

In answering this question, Cahill agrees withdgpmion of Tskhakaya and Vidishcheva,
when she says that Coubertin’s ideal picture higanfahort of his Olympism, “in fact, it
could be argued that the theory of Olympism inrtfagern era has never quite achieved

its ideals as racism, politics or commercialismnsée get in the way.” (cf. (Cabhill, 1999)

Tskhakaya and Vidishcheva write, “If we look uptme fundamental principles of the
Olympic Games it may seem that no kind of violengeacceptable [...]. Peace,
cooperation, respect and equality constitute tmméwork of the Olympic ideology long
time ago. But does the reality always justify thenaepts of the Games?” (cf.
(Vidishcheva & Tskhakaya, 2010)

Both, Cahill, as well as Tskhakaya/Vidishcheva pdiowards the controversy of
Olympism versus the reality of the environment sunding the Olympic Games.
While the idea of Olympism can be seen as a ptawsards human rights such as human
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equality, nation equality and fairness, caseseanpiist of Olympic history, as well as the
on-going debates concerning Sochi, 2014 and Ri6,2How a reality which contradicts
the principles of Olympism and therefore leads tionhan rights protests and boycotts
throughout the world.

As Dr. Andrew Foxall states: “The human-rights attan in Russia clearly contradicts
the principles of equality and non-discriminatidratt are at the core of the Olympic
movement, and which are enshrined in Principl@tthe Olympic Charter.” (cf. (Foxall,
2014)

History of Olympic Protest / Cottrell and Nelson stidy

Throughout its history, the Olympic Games have besed as a stage for a variety of
protests. When analyzing the different cases,dbbes clear that these protests did not

only vary in their causes, but also in their protgsparties and the form of protest.

A study performed by M. Patrick Cottrell and Trahislson on protest in Olympic Games
history, published in the European Journal of miional Relations in 2010, reveals a
development in protest. Cottrell and Nelson’s tk&oal and empirical analysis ‘Not just
the Games? Power, protest and politics at the Gghpomes to the conclusion that in
the development of protests taking place at the amo®lympic Games, a sort of
evolution can be detected. According to them, ‘omdy has Olympic political contention
grown substantially over time, but it also has gedlin interesting ways in terms of the
particular actors engaged in contention, the tat¢hiey use, and the resistance they face.”
(cf. (Nelson & Cottrell, 2010:729)

They say that ever since 1896, not only the Olyn@pgnes have grown (5x as many
athletes as in 1908 and 10x as many in 2008 (clsdde& Cottrell, 2010:738) but
therefore also protest activity has continuoustyngr and shifted from “a predominance
of boycotts by states and bans of states to onetaonstrations by transnational
activities”. (Nelson & Cottrell, 2010:730)

Their analysis shows that protest has not only grsubstantially over time, even though
there has been resistance by the IOC and varioss dtates throughout; the above
mentioned evolution shows that protest also movealydrom being mostly state-based

boycotts and domestic demonstrations to a tenddowmard protest becoming a
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phenomenon of an increasing broad range of infedsissues, and protesting actors
being transnational networks and social movemeditser than states. (cf. Nelson &
Cottrell, 2010:753)

Growing Games involving more states widens not tmdysportive aspects but also leads
to greater media coverage and distribution of tlan€&s. All those aspects offer more

potential for transnational and domestic allies motude a greater “watchdog presence”

meaning that host-states and the IOC are limitgairsuing anti-protest actions. Through

a growing number of transnational allies, claimdrdse the chance to reduce costs yet
amplify benefits and support and reduce the rislbba@hg suppressed. (cf. Nelson &

Cottrell, 2010:738)

This evolution in protest, and the fact that thgrjpics, as a high-profile event, offer a
unique venue for international political contentighich is continuously becoming more
interesting for non-state actors, leads to the losn that an examination of protest at

the Olympic Games could be very well done throdghttansnational theory.

M. Patrick Cottrell and Travis Nelson do not onlgalze the phenomenon of an
evolution in protest history of the Olympic Gaméheir study, in addition, gives

attention to -and examines the attractivenesseoOllympic Games as a venue of protest.

As mentioned before, the various protests and dstradions at Olympic Games show

an existing attractiveness of the venue.

The Olympic Games, even though based on the ide@dupertin and the Olympic

Charter, were originally not supposed to be palitfas mentioned before in the previous
chapter ‘Conjunction of Olympism and Human Riglus) have been a venue for protest
throughout their history with the Berlin Games @386 as a starting point of using the

Games for political purposes.

The reason for that can be found when taking aeclk at the Games’ nature and

character.

The Olympics have always offered space for prdigdteing a platform with worldwide
attention as the “largest regularly scheduled mragonal gathering in the world”. (cf.
(Nelson & Caottrell, 2010:730)

As a place where many different nations from aéirahe world get together and national
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pride, as well as the wish to establish a positivage for their country, leads to a variety
of interests, the Olympics offer opportunities ¥arious actors with different intentions

such as sportive and political ones.

In London 1908, said to be the first modern Garttes|rish boycotted the Games due to
the refusal of independence by England. Anothenfof boycott protest took place when
Ralph Rose, a U.S. athlete refused to dip thefa¢(ing Edward VIII. The tradition at
the Olympic Games ceremony is for the countridded¢s to dip their flag when passing
the host countries dignitaries. But Ralph Rose etétinat honor to King Edward VIl
stating “This flag dips for no earthly king.” Anlde U.S. athletes have kept that very own
tradition. (cf. Garcia, 2014)

The following years, a time of bans and boycotsktplace. Due to World War |,
Germany, Austria, Bulgaria, and Turkey were baninech the 1920 and 1924 Games.
(cf. (Nelson & Cottrell, 2010:749)

The awarding of the 1936 Olympic Games to BerlifiNazi-Germany’, took place when
Hitler was not yet in power which he then took twears later. The awarding lead to
various debates whether to boycott the Games arInothe end, the Games were
boycotted by Jewish athletes, as well as Spairfaaace, due to Germany’s politics and
its discrimination against Jews. Other countriesydotts were demanded and, in some,
like Great Britain, Sweden, Czechoslovakia, andNktherlands, it did reach attention,
but in the end, also the mass movements in othestéfte states and the US, did not
change the total number of 49 countries attendiegGames’ competition. (cf. Scott,
2016)

The main reason for the Games to go down in higteoygh, was the appearance of the
African-American U.S. athlete Jesse Owens. Owens f@or gold medals and through
that took a swipe at Hitler's so called ‘superiace theory’ by defeating Hitler's ‘Aryan

supermen’. (cf. Garcia, 2014)

It has been seen as one of the greatest snubaris pstory, throughout media coverage,
as Hitler is said to have stormed out of the stadivithout congratulating Owens for his

win. Yet, the general opinion differs on whetherés himself said to object the general
agreement of Hitler shaking his hand or not. (cillH009)

Another incisive example of Boycott concerning @&/mpic Games took place in
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Melbourne. The 1956 Games are referred to, byrttegniational Olympic Committee, as
the first modern Olympic Games being boycotted. G&rcia, 2014)

After the Soviet Union had invaded Hungary, manyntdes such as the Netherlands,
Sweden, Switzerland and Spain, felt provoked aedetore withdrew from the games.
At the same time, Egypt, Lebanon and Iraq boycadt@drticipation due to Britain and
France’s invasion of the Suez. (cf. Benagh, nrdgddition to that, China also refused to

take part as Taiwan was participating. (cf. thediaar, 2011)

In the 1964 Games in Tokyo the barring of Southioafifrom the Games started and
continued until 1992 due to the countries Aparthpstitics.

The International Olympic Committee stated thattS8oAfrica would only be allowed
back in the Olympic Games if the country broke wabhial discrimination and reversed

the ban on its own national competitions.

Through that ultimatum given by the Internationayr@pic Committee, South Africa
accused the 10C of introducing politics into sport.

Since the country didn’t manage to meet enoughefjualifications, the ban lasted until
1992.

In the same year of 1964, Indonesia and North Kevexa also not allowed to participate
due to athletes from both countries taking part%3s Games of the New Emerging
Forces (EnzyclopediaBritannica, nddahich led to an IOC statement that those athletes
would be disqualified. (cf. bbc, 2008)

Four years later, the 1968 Olympic Games in Mexitoany regards, became a sign of
protest for an entire decade. Student and antipnatests were taking place all over the
world and probably the most famous award ceremangpbrt history occurred at the
1968 Games.

In Mexico, the biggest Latin-American University svshut down due to protest against
the continuous governing party PRI. With protestiast the dictatorial government right
before the start of the Olympic Games, student®\weping for concessions to be made

3 The GANEFO (Games of the New Emerging Forces) were formed in 1963 by the Asian communist
countries. Games were held in 1963 in Jakarta, Indonesia, excluding Taiwan and Israel from the Games.
Due to that exclusion, the I0C declared that, conversely, any athlete participating in the GANEFO would
be banned from the Olympics. (http://www.britannica.com/sports/Games-for-the-New-Emerging-
Forces 11.07.2015)
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by the politicians, in order to assure peaceful €anNot expecting the cruel and brutal
fight back by the police and military, firing in@ crowd of unarmed students, killing
thousands fleeing as tanks rolled in on Tlatel®taza just 10 days before the official
start of the Games. (cf. EnzyclopediaBritannicd, 40

The same Olympic Games, being only the second tombered by electronic media (cf.
bbc.com, 2014), became the setting for an awarentamy which should go down in

history as one of the most famous silent protests.

Just a few weeks after the assassination of Boldmn&dy and Martin Luther King, on
October 18 1986, Tommie Smith and John Carlos took the wisipadium after the
Olympic 200m run. The two African-American athletesmpeting for the USA and
finishing the race first and third, both stood ladk socks and a black-gloved fist raised
during the medal ceremony, when they turned to theeflag for the national anthem.
They later stated it was a human rights saluteeratiian a ‘Black Power’ (Literacy,
2005 salute. (cf. Howell, 2016)

They protested against discrimination towards blatkzens in the United States,
criticizing that they were competing for-and therefrepresenting- a country that didn’t
grant them equal rights at home. (cf. bbc, 2008)

As Barry Davies, an Olympic Games broadcasteregstat his article published on
bbc.com: “For me, the Black Power salute was thenerd at which the Olympic Games
became a theatre open to anybody who wanted to engként, whether it was to win a
gold medal in a world-record time or draw attentionwhat was considered to be a

problem at home.” (Davies, 2012)

In 1972 the Olympic Games made their way back ¢éontany for the first time after
Berlin 1936.

Germany was given a chance of representing theeselnd the Games in the sign of

peace and establishing a new Olympic image.

But the 1972 Munich Games made their way into hystbrough the terrorist attacks
played out by “Black September” a Palestinian ailitgroup.

4 A movement that grew out of the civil rights movement in the 1960s. Black Power calls for
independent development of political and social institutions for black people and emphasizes pride in
black culture. http://www.dictionary.com/browse/black-power (10.02.2017)
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The attacks took place five days before the endfrthe Games when 8 terrorists broke
into the Israeli compound in the Olympic villagdlikg 11 Israeli athletes after they had
killed two and taken nine hostages. (cf. theguard2®11) The attack was said to be a
protest against the imprisonment of 234 Palestmising locked up in jail in Israel, for
which the terrorist demanded their release. (cbttS2016)

The 10C president Avery Arundage’s decision to curd the Games after just 34 hours,

led to criticism but the Games continued.
A major boycott in the Olympic Games history tod&ge at the 1976 Montreal Games.

With the ongoing apartheid policies in South Afrieacountry itself banned since the
1964 Games, 33 African and Caribbean nations dédméoycott the Games after the
IOC refused to put New Zealand on the ban listclwimany nations called for due to the
country’s rugby teams attendance at games in S&futta. (cf. theguardian, 2011)

While the boycott at the Canadian Games went dowmstory as a major boycott, the

most serious followed at the Games in 1980 and 1984

In 1980, the U.S. Olympic Committee decided to lmiythe Moscow Games and used it
as a protest against the Soviet invasion in Afgstani which took a place a year prior to
the Games.

The United States led boycott was joined by 40omatiincluding China, Japan and West
Germany, leading to a disruption of the Soviet ainimage boosting Olympic Games.
Even though the Soviets denied that the followiogdott at the 1984 Los Angeles Games
performed by many eastern countries which joined3twiet Union, was a reprisal to the
1980 boycott, and -instead- stated that it wastduepenly hostile environment’, most
voices on the topic clearly saw a political intentbehind the boycott. (cf. Benagh, n.d.)
The USSR officials added that “it is known from thexy first days of preparations for
the present Olympics the American administratiogs $@ught to set course at using the
Games for its political aims. Chauvinistic sentingeand anti-Soviet hysteria are being
whipped up in this country.” (Scott, 2016)

The 1988 Games in South-Korea went down in hisagryhe first without an organized
boycott and therefore set a milestone for Southenrdemocracy. (cf. theguardian,
2011) An anti-government protest by South-Koreamdett groups took place. (cf.
(Nelson & Cottrell, 2010:750)
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The following 1996 Games in Atlanta marked a spdtistory being the first ones to take
place without governmental support, leading to ¢cbenmercialization of the Games.
Even though a bomb-explosion took place in the @ignPark, which was seen as a
terrorist attack, the group and its intention behibh were never identified. (cf.
theguardian, 2011)

A demonstration was held at the 1998 Nagano Gamdkeb'Anti-Olympics People’s
Network’ protesting against the environmental andnemic impact of the Olympics.
(cf. (Nelson & Cottrell, 2010:750)

The Australian Games of 2000 managed to turn iheolargest there had been and

presented themselves as well-organized games.

Despite the appearance of a great event, for teetiime in Olympic history, various
demonstrations took place on the platform of the mem
The so-called ‘S-I | Alliance’ demonstrated agaigdbbalization, while Aboriginal
groups protested for their right of recognitionAiastralia. Another Anti-Olympic group
demonstrated against the negative impact of the gSam
The rapidly growing amount of demonstrations cargoh when the Olympic Games
came back to the United States taking place in Sahke City.
No bans or boycotts dominated the protest stagenbtdad, activist groups, including
Greenpeace, demonstrated and protested for vadauses like environmentalism,
human rights in China, animal rights and even agstaagainst condom availability for
athletes took place by a group named ‘Generatide’.L{cf. (Nelson & Cottrell,
2010:750)

When the Olympic Games returned to their roots theAs, Greece in 2004, it faced
demonstrations by Anti-American groups due to th®.lihvasion of Iraq a year prior to
the games and the outlook of the 2008 Games tgiae in Beijing, China, led to a
protest by Tibetan groups demonstrating againstcthumtry’s course towards Tibet's
independence. (cf. (Nelson & Cottrell, 2010:750)

The environmental and anti-globalization, as welttee anti-Olympic protests continued
at the 2006 Turin Games.

Leading to the 2008 Beijing Games that underwegtohal wave of protest -yet not

leading to a boycott- due to China’s repressiveinmegand human rights abuses,
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especially towards the Tibetan people. Protestimgdn rights groups included ‘Students
for a free Tibet’ as well as various Chinese andfidagroups. The rewarding of China
with the Games led to criticism of the I0C, whilgpporters of the decision reasoned
their positive view by stating that putting China iaternational attention could lead to

social liberalization. (cf. theguardian, 2011)

Looking at the various cases in Olympic Games ptdiestory, a transformation on the
form of protest can be detected. It becomes cleair ¢éver since the 1970’s, protest

continuously grew and became a part of the games.

While in the beginning protest was mostly in tharicof broad boycotts performed by
states, as can be seen in 1980 and 1984, taking ptahe Games, the protest later on

developed towards a more individual form of pratest

As Cottrell and Nelson state in their study, a o@a®r the growing protest activity can
be found in the logistical issues such as the |@&&ssion of staggering the summer and
winter Games every two years which created moreesgiad time for protest. (cf. (Nelson
& Cottrell, 2010:738)

Another reason is the steady growth of the Olyntpames with more athletes and
countries competing, leading to an “increased Oigmpofile” bringing “more potential

transnational and domestic allies”. (cf. (NelsoCé&ttrell, 2010:738)

The transnationalization led to a development wigst from state boycotts to activist
groups which used the venue of the games andaitsnational platform to transform
protest into demonstrations for their respectigeés.

As Cottrell and Nelson state: “These types of destrations are now by far the most
dominant form of Olympic protest, and the actonsgishem include both transnational
actors (...) and domestic actors within the hostestating the Olympics to enter
transnational space and to form new transnatiooahections.” (Nelson & Cottrell,
2010:739)

Transnational Theory and Activism

In this thesis, the example of protest movementhenstage of the Olympic Games in

Sochi 2014 and the activism of the Olympic Gamssyell as the development of protest
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there, show how transnationalism affects protedtpmotest movements and what impact

the transnational level has.

Protest movement is seen as an interesting fietds&arch due to its nature of not only
affecting a single case but, as can be seen iarthlgsis of protest history at the Olympic
Games, how it appears throughout the Games’ higtorgrious cases, various actors and
various countries, and can be expected to contimeeighout future Olympic Games.

Whenever transnationalism is talked about, goveraamd global governance can never
be avoided. In this thesis, with the Olympics besny international event, Global
Governance is especially of interest in this regear

In her paper “Pathways of Transnational ActivisnCAnceptual Framework®, Sabrina
Zajak quotes Risse by stating Global Governanc&nsating political order in the
absence of a state with a legitimate monopoly tiveruse of force and the capacity to
authoritatively enforce the law and other rule®isge qtd. in Zajak, 2013:3)

According to her, Global Governance creates théerothrough bodies of regulation of
both international- and national law, that co-existl overlap, and that work together
with actors that unite interdependently in interd antra-organizational networks that use

different sources of power and enforcement mechani¢cf. Zajak, 2013:3)

While Bernstein and Cashore differentiate between four distinct paths of global
markets, “international rules, international nornasd domestic infiltration of

transnational actors” (Zajak, 2013:6), they focudely on transnational actors and
institutions as a source of domestic change. Relseariter Sabrina Zajak focuses on
“interactions between transnational (...) actividgignsnational institutions, and the
domestic context in order to capture global andllobange (two-way relationship).” (cf.
Zajak, 2013:6)

Zajak criticizes that the governance concept sédbk society actors as part of the
governance concept instead of them being indepérasors able to take action outside
of governance structures. (cf. Zajak, 2013:4) Thlouer analysis of the pathways of
transnational activism, she states that “activisnshaped by, and shapes the current
global governance architecture and at the same tises those channels to produce
domestic change.” (cf. Zajak, 2013:4)

According to her, the overall transnational activistudy mostly only handles how
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change takes place, or considers global institates stable opportunities for activists
wanting domestic change. Those activists wantiag) dlomestic change, but not able to
succeed due to being repressed or blocked, oftemect with other activists in order to
pursue their goals through transnational support.

The model used in those cases is the so-calledriboang effect model'.

The boomerang effect model sees an advantagesad:iblomestic opportunities, as such
lead to transnational activism.

For the model to work, certain facts have to lgvan: The domestic actors must be
“willing and able to make claims, to forge alliasceand to activate international
resources.” (Zajak, 2013:5) In addition, the sth# they aim at with their claims, has to
be “either materially, economically, or normativelyinerable to external pressure from
foreign governments or international organizatiomsbilized by advocacy coalitions.”
(cf. (Zajak, 2013:5)

The boomerang-effect-model, as the name statesgftihe leads to results by the
domestic protesters reaching out transnationalipfarlding coalitions which then return

by changing local issues.

As in Sochi, the human rights violation in formRissia’s anti-gay law, was criticized
by people around the world and led activists tdgsibagainst the law on the global stage
of the Olympic Games in order to put internatigoi@ssure on the Russian government.

Criticism on Transnational Theory and Activism

To understand how transnational activism workdpaer look at world politics needs to
be taken, as the structure of today's world pditis a very diverse one.
While up until the 28 century politics was mostly led by states andrtevernments,
they today are an interaction of the states aloitig mon-state actors. These do not only
each interact with each other, but also with thatest and other international

organizations.

“Some involve economic actors and firms. Some atevorks of scientists and experts
whose professional ties and ideas underpin th&rtefto influence policy.” (Haas qtd.
in Sikkink & Keck, 1998:89).

The so-called non-state actors can be actors wonlet from various fields with different
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interests such as economical or scientific onesotiAer form of non-state actors are
transnational advocacy groups. These are netwdrlistwists connected by principled

ideas and similar values.

“Transnational activists are defined as people grmips who are rooted in specific
national contexts, but who engage in contentioliigad activities that get them involved
in transnational networks and contacts” (Tarrow. gtd Zajak, 2013:2) Advocacy
networks act on a transnational, regional and domésvel and aim for the goal of
connecting social and cultural norms in order ip peocessing regional and international
integration. (cf. Sikkink & Keck, 1998:90)

Transnational advocacy groups and other non-statesalead to a diffusion of power,
splitting up the power alignment of states. Theyddy connecting and scattering power
amongst civil society, the states and internati@mgénizations. This leads to a diverse
dialogue between state governments and citizedspsam influence on power and policy
making. It empowers an exchange of resources amasidmongst all actors. That
exchange enables a transformation of national sayety. (cf. Sikkink & Keck, 1998:90)

“The term activism describes political activitiekiah are based on a conflict of interests,
challenge (or support) existing power structured take place, at least part, outside

formal political institutions’(Piper/Uhlin gtd. in (Zajak, 2013:2)

Non-state actors, especially advocacy groups, amvk for taking action on issues
involving human rights and the environment. These @ften fields on which the

government’s opinion and citizen’s opinion ofteroagly differ. This can be seen in the
surroundings of the Games, and the use of the Qtydames as a platform for protest

by activists.

While states, especially the hosting country, heeQlympic Games for image purposes,
advocacy groups often criticize the ignorance tolwanvironmental and human rights

issues.

Advocacy networks are especially important for hamghts issues as these often ask
for advocates coming from the outside, as thosesuiffer from violations of rights often

are not able to reach any change by themselves.

As Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn Sikkink state ieithwork Transnational advocacy

networks in international and regional politics: “Yet more than other kinds of
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transnational networks, advocacy networks oftenlrdé@yond policy change to advocate
and instigate changes in the institutional and qgipled bases of international
interactions.” (Sikkink & Keck, 1998:89)

It becomes clear that the activists’ goals aresotgly on a policy level.

Much more, they aim for going beyond the changeatity, wanting a transformation of
terms and in the nature of debates. This increthetisdomestic as well as international

importance as advocates for policy debates.

Especially in terms of human rights, the charastes of transnational advocacy groups
being connected by the same values and the sartseaguubsupporting each other through

an exchange of information, play an important role.

As Keck and Sikkink formulate it: “When they sucdethey are an important part of an
explanation for changes in world politics.” (Sikki& Keck, 1998:89)

SOCHI 2014

With increasing critical voices on human rightsuss in Russia concerning the Sochi
2014 Olympic Winter Games, it becomes clear thatrtiles of transnational activism
and transnational activist groups could play anartgnt role within the human rights

debate surrounding the Games.

“The human-rights situation in Russia clearly cadicts the principles of
equality and non-discrimination that are at theeaafrthe Olympic movement,
and which are enshrined in Principle six of therytyc Charter.”

(Foxall, 2014:24)

The awarding of the Olympic Games to Russia ramady concerns about the human
rights situation surrounding ‘Sochi 2014".

Observers criticize the situation for various grewb people and the lack of protection

for their human rights. It started with local céis and their forced eviction from their
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homes, sometimes having to accept inadequate caajem due to the need of space
for infrastructural constructions for the Games.(§ichol, et al., 2014:14) Those
constructions added to the protests, not only dugften claimed environmental issues
but also due to the treatment of the thousandsookevs, 16,000 of them being migrant
workers, who are said to have gotten cheated owages while having to work 12-hour
shifts with only a few days off and having theiispports and work permits taken from
them, forcing them to continue their work despitpleitative working conditions. (cf.
(Gibson, 2015) In addition, observers criticizedtttie living conditions for workers are
said to not meet humane standards. (cf. Nichal.e2014:14)

While the Russian government denies a violatiothefrights of Sochi’'s citizens and

those of the workers, a federal law program pags@®06, as well as a 2007 law have
not only limited local rights but also given presid Putin unlimited control over public

safety(cf. Nichol, et al., 2014:14)

Other laws passed by the Russian government atdasaim for limiting critical voices
of journalists and activists, and may further vielparticipants’ human rights through

restrictions like electronic surveillance.

Further criticism against human rights violationaswoiced due to the treatment of
protesters, the ones demonstrating against theroatisn works, as well as activists in

general as they were limited in their rights oefitem of expression, which also occurred
to journalists which suffered from restrictions m@ports on the topic of problems in

Sochi. (cf. Nichol, et al., 2014:14)

The right to demonstrate was fully abolished in Astg2013 when Putin issued a decree
prohibiting any form of protest or demonstratiom&ochi during the time of the Olympic
Games. He later changed the ban to allowing demaiitsis, but only if those did not
concern the Olympics and only if the protest told@ce in a restricted area outside of the
Games'’ sites. In addition, the demonstrations lséitl to be approved by local officials
and the Interior Ministry which led to criticismmoerning the actual approval of protests.
(cf. Nichol, et al., 2014:14)

Despite the listed human rights abuses, the Russiss GBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual,
Transgender) law caused many critics to state togicerns.

Prior to Sochi 2014, different voices could be deam discussing whether to boycott the
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games or attend- in order to be able to have thsilpitity to protest on-site. This followed
powerful examples like 1968 Tommie Smith and Jolamld3’ protest at the podium

during the medal ceremony.

With awarding Russia with the Olympic Winter Gan2€4.4, not only general concerns
were voiced, but the International Olympic Comnatt@so had to undergo a lot of
criticism for their choice of Russia as the Olympast. A main reason leading to protest
against the decision was the new Russian anti-L&BT passed by Vladimir Putin’s

government.

"Winter Olympics in Sochi, Russia, where homophdeégislation,
suppression of dissent and unprecedented corruptieaten to make these

perhaps the most politically contentious Olympimga since Berlin in 1936.”
(Heuvel, 2014)

But the new law was not the only case advocacypggeent against.

They accused Putin of ignoring various human rightsder to host- what he was aiming

for- an image-polishing Olympic Games.

“President Vladimir Putin has argued that Rusdmsting of the 2014 Winter Olympic

and Paralympic Games in Sochi is proof of the agtsite-emergence as a ‘great power’.
Yet, issues surrounding the Games reveal manyeoédkintry’s shortcomings.” (Foxall,

2014:vii), John Dalhuisen, Europe and Central Agiagramme Director of Amnesty

International, states in his foreword to the scfenpublication by Dr. Andrew Foxall.

Despite corruption and security issues, humansigisues surrounded the Sochi Olympic
Games 2014.

In his work ‘Russia’s Olympic Shame: Corruption,rhfan Rights and Security at ‘Sochi
2014” Dr. Andrew Foxall examines the political abtions in Russia, stating that ever
since Putin became President again in 2012, “thesRn authorities’ assault on basic
freedoms and undermining of the rule of law hasnasified”. (cf. Foxall, 2014:24)

According to Foxall, actions like re-criminalizifigel and Putin signing a law that forces
NGOs to register as ‘foreign agents’ when theyikeceverseas funding and are involved

in undefined ‘political activities’, represent seseattacks on freedom of expression.
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Furthermore, he states that the Putin legislatteesgpower to the government to blacklist
and block websites when, according to the leg@hatihey publish “extremist” material
as well as “anything considered harmful to pubkalth, morals, or safety”. (cf. Foxall,
2014:24)

The issue with such unclear definitions is thaytbpen themselves up to a wide range
of interpretation. As it becomes clear the widegeamf interpretation also plays an
important role in the LGBT law.

The law signed by Putin at the end of June 201i8ialfy states that it is “a law on the
protection of children from harmful information (.that propagandize “non-traditional
sexual relations”, which Russian policymakers saferred to homosexuality.” (cf.
(Foxall, 2014:13)

The ‘propaganda’ it is referring to means a publisplay of “attractiveness of non-
traditional sexual relations, a distorted picturéhe social equivalence of traditional and
non-traditional sexual relations, or [informationtausing interest in such
relationships....”. (cf. Foxall, 2014:13)

Previous to that law, earlier in June, PresidertinPload already signed another law
concerning “homosexual propaganda” that would diassery positive statement about
homosexuality as pornography. As Harvey Fierstgites in his article in the New York
Times on July 2%, 2013“The law is broad and vague, so that any teacher telis
students that homosexuality is not evil, any parerito tell their child that homosexuality
is normal, or anyone who makes pro-gay statemeeésndd accessible to someone
underage is now subject to arrest and fines. Evenlge, lawyer or lawmaker cannot

publicly argue for tolerance without the threapahishment.” (Fierstein, 2013)

In Russia, the advocacy for LGBT equality, to pciylistate the equality of gay
relationships to non-gay ones, to organize an L@Bde parade, or even small gestures

such as simply holding a rainbow flag, can now tms@cuted. (cf. Becker, 2013)

Concerning the Olympic Games, LGBT (lesbian, gaysexual, transgender)

organizations fear that the law will make them rg¢a for arrest and deportation since
the law calls for fining foreign violators with sucwhile locals face jail time or a fine up
to 1 million Rubles. (cf. Nichol, et al., 2014:2Bince the interpretation of the law is

> According to the Washington Blade, individual violators of the law face fines of between 4,000-5,000
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very vague, according to Fierstein, the law all§palice officers to arrest tourists and
foreign nationals they suspect of being homosexesibian or ‘pro-gay’ and detain them
for up to 14 days.” (cf. Fierstein, 2013)

This means that the knowledge of an athlete ob&ng gay, or even just the suspicion,

or accusation of being gay could lead to arrestjaihtime.

Even though the International Olympic Committeessidne attendees of the games are in

no danger, Putin states that those attending leewbdy the country’s laws.

“Russia will strictly stick to the Olympic princips which forbid any kind of
discrimination [against] people on any basis.” Rataimed that the law only was aimed
to block propaganda that might encourage minommake choices that would result in
fewer births in Russia. (cf. Nichol, et al., 20141

Putin does not only defend the law but in addifigstifies it by stating that criticism by
western countries is only an effort to damage Russmage and its development. He
also turns the criticism, that Russia’s new law ldooffend the Olympic principles,
around, against the western states, saying thatabeons “(...) violated the Olympic
spirit of building new bridges of interstate reteis.”. (Putin gtd. in Nichol, et al.,
2014:14)

According to him, the criticism passed, shows apsuipfor paedophilia and therefore
suggests that everyone planning on attending tmeeSavill face an application of the

law on them.

Voices on Olympic Protest and Boycott

Putin’s stand on the anti-gay law and his legisi&atas well as the various human rights
violations, have led to a broad discussion whether games in Sochi should be

boycotted.

Many gay rights activists called for boycott thaultd become a global response to the

human rights violations, and they turned to infligrpoliticians like then British Prime

rubles ($124-5S155), government officials would be charged between 40,000 and 50,000 rubles ($1,241-
$1,551), and organizations would be fined up to 1 million rubles ($31,000) or be shut down for 90 days.
Foreigners face jail time and deportation. (cf. Becker, 2013)
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minister David Cameron who himself received a tetfeprotest by gay rights advocate
Stephen Fry (cf. Fry, 2013), an author and politicdic. The gay rights activists were
also supported by others, like famous singer andriggt advocate Lady Gaga, who,
together with American author Dan Savage, launchedonline campaign named

“#DumpRussianVodka” promoting the boycott of Russi@oducts. (cf. Scott, 2016)

While many ‘outsiders’, people not directly invot/en the Olympic Games, call for a
boycott, gay Olympic athletes like Johnny Weir, ieSkjellerup, and Greg Louganis
state the opposite saying that a boycott would kedp than attending the Games and

protesting on-site by expressing support for LGBoge. (cf. Becker, 2013)

John Becker states in his article for huffingtoripmmsm, by referring to Jeré Longmans
article for the New York Times, that the idea obsing empathy and protest on-site,
even silently through wearing a pin or t-shirt, lcbcause problems for the athletes as the
Olympic Charter states that athletes are prohiliftedh making political gestures during
the Winter and Summer Games,” (cf. Becker, 2018)tharefore they could get punished

for taking political actions.

Longman points out a controversy of the Olympic i@raand the IOCs decision to let
Sochi host the games saying that while “the Olyngbiarter calls sport a human right

that should be practiced “without discriminationaofy kind™”, the 10Cs reaction solely
consisted of a statement saying the Olympic Coremitbpposes in the strongest terms
any move that would jeopardize this principle.’f. loongman, 2013) Adding that the
conflict continued due to assurances received byl@C at the Games, the law would
not be enforced while Russia’s sports ministerrlatated the law would be applied to

everyone in the country.

While many National Olympic Committees did speak against the law, they decided
to participate instead of boycott, emphasizing $pertive aspect of the Games by
agreeing with the United States Olympic Committeiefoeexecutive Scott Blackmun who
stated: “While we strongly support equal rights f@t, our mission is sustained

competitive excellence and not political advocacfcf. Longman, 2013)
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Analysis

Introduction

As can be seen, the issue of human rights violagispecially the passing of the anti-gay
law by the Russian president Vladimir Putin caugledal protest for which activists used

the global stage provided by the Olympic Games.

In order to answer the question of ‘In which wagd & what effect the Olympics provide
a publicity platform for human rights activism?’,séructured analysis of newspaper
articles needs to get built including sub questitwas further support and detail the main
question. The statistical data combined with theteat itself give information on how

the Olympics offer that activists platform.

The newspaper articles were analyzed by lookirtbeapresence of protest in the media
which gives information on how influential the Olpms are as a platform for activism
and protest, due to the fact that presence in grtiamews coverage can be seen as a sign
of importance, and therefore possibly as a fadtGsuxcess’ of protest for campaigners.
Further, the examination of protests themselves$iisterest to deepen the understanding
of how the platform is used and for what- whichdrees clear by analyzing the content
and strategies of protest that were implementedamypaigners. This is used to gather
information about the variety in protest and thatcampaigners taking place at the
Olympic platform. In addition to the strategiese fholitical implications and actions are
of interest as the thesis focuses on human rightshws a political issue. In this specific
case, the protests dealing with the LGBT issuesosnding Sochi 2014 and that

regarding the so-called anti LGBT law make it aitprall debate and issue.

Therefore, the analysis shows an examination ofi,bitte newspaper facts offering
statistical information, as well as the ‘protesteyies’ covered in the newspaper articles,

offering a deeper insight on protests themselves.

Analysis Method

As said, the above mentioned data analysis is tmoeigh an analysis of nhewspaper

articles that report on the topic of protest at@hgmpic Games in Sochi 2014.
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To gather the articles used in this thesis, thenerdatabaskexisnexis was used.

Onlexisnexis, articles can be found through a variety of faténat can widen or reduce
the amount of articles found on a topic. In oraefind articles covering the Games, the
following filters were used. The time frame was fsein July 1st 2013 to July 1st 2016
due to the aim of covering both, a wide time fradmeéore and after the Games. Due to
the fact that the anti-gay law was signed in JudiE32the time started shortly after to
capture the reactions in the media. Since the fiotenvas to see possible impacts of the
protest, the time frame was broadened towards wearsyafter the Games in order to
capture possible effects.

In addition to the time frame, the source chosen W English language news’ and
further ‘important international daily newspaperé&dditionally, all duplicates were
filtered out.

The search was done through three different keysvordkeyword-combinations. The
combinations were a connection of words with thedvand which leads to results
containing all listed words.

Due to the fact that the combination of the worstschi and protest’ led to over 400

results, further filters were used to narrow thsutes down to essential articles.

Amongst the technical data-base filters, all ressautd articles were additionally manually
filtered.

This was done through the keyword-connections of

1. “HEADLINE(sochi AND protest)” - which filterarticles that include one or

both words in the article's headline.

2. “HLEAD(sochi AND protest)” - which filters &cles that include one or
both words in either the article's headline

and/or its teaser.

3. “sochi AND protest AND Igbt” - which filtersraicles covering all three

listed words.

The first chosen keyword-filter led to the numb&644 of which 553 were duplicates
leading to a total amount of 91 articles. This vaampngst regular duplicates, caused by
the shown result of 531 articles by The Moscow Newagch all were the same article,
yet not filtered out as duplicates.
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The second chosen keyword connection led to 2,#86les of which, again, The
Moscow News included 2,664 that consisted of eeddifit articles, the remaining being

duplicates.

The technical filtering in combination with a manhfikering led to a total amount of 245

then 72 newspaper articles.

The third keyword filter resulted in 1,878 articl@hese included 1,655 by The Moscow
News that offered only 12 different articles, lesglio the total amount of 200 articles,

which can be seen in the following graph:

When analyzing the articles, it becomes clear firady to the Olympics, much protest at
the Games was expected: “Global outrage over Resaidi-gay and blasphemy law
could make this the ‘most protested’ Games evendigan Express, 2014) but those
expectations remained-in the volume expected- filhdal. The articles state different
reasons for that, such as the rules on protesteainsSochi which were issued by the
Russian government after criticism had been voimedards the I0C and therefore

towards the Russian Organization Committee.

Protest Zone

The possibility of a space for protest was demandfer Putin had first signed a decree
banning all protest during the time of the Games #re not related to the topic of the
Games, and Russia reacted by granting a protest mdnich was appreciated by the IOC

and its President Thomas Bach, yet criticized #ang outside of the Olympic sites.

The I0C clearly states their opinion on protesth&t Games as it says that political
statements of any kind would only be allowed aspreonferences to prevent protest at
the Competitions and celebrations themselves, aina the 1968s protest by the two
U.S. athletes at the Games in Mexico. (cf. IndiaprEss, 2014)

But even though the IOC spoke out on the issueff@&ussian Organizing Committee
thought to have managed to circumvent the possilmfi having to deal with protest at
the Games by constructing a protest zone 8 milesdmiof the Olympic Park, that protest

zone caused criticism and protest at the Olympés still took place.
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In an article in The Toronto Star ‘Sochi ‘protesines’ evoke bad memories from
Beijing’, the handling of protest zones through &€ gets compared to the criticized
situation at the 2008 Olympic Games in Beijing, vehé€ln order to protest, you had to
obtain a government permit. (...) Not one of the dszef applications filed by Chinese
citizens was accepted. Instead, applicants werairget, harassed and jailed.” (The
Toronto Star, 2013a) and China's policy on prateses is seen as a way for authorities
to “identify and persecute dissidents” (The ToroS8tar, 2013a). The same is expected
to be the function of the Sochi protest zones andéd not to be “exactly an invitation to

free expression.” (The Toronto Star, 2013a)

The behavior of the IOC on the issue of Sochi 24 criticized to not be sufficient:
“(...) the 10C probably could have stopped Russiamfrotroducing its anti-gay
legislation with a single threatening phone calhfrpresident Thomas Bach to Putin. Of
course, the 10C chose not to intervene, and has siilone an unconvincing job of
convincing the world that athletes and spectatavslav be exempt from Russia's law
banning ‘homosexual propaganda.” (The Toronto ,S@f 3a)

In addition, the boycott of the Games by statec@dfs like German president Joachim
Gauck emphasize, according to the article, the néadtion taken by the 10C, as it gets
accused of repeating its actions taken agains¢gierts in Beijing 2008. (cf. The Toronto
Star, 2013a)

A way around the protest zone and the protest tsaif,i might be that, according to
Human Rights Watch, the protest ban for Olympiessénd its heightened security zones

in Sochi is not city-wide, which could make protpessible.

The heightened security zones in which protestaipited include the Olympic park,
sports facilities, as well as transport hubs -aaft secured by security checks which

everyone wishing to access the areas has to undergo

But the ban is still widely criticized by humaniig activists as they claim the ban, which
prohibits protest in the above mentioned areas flanuary 7th to March 21st 2014, is
another addition to the unconstitutional restrictiaon personal freedoms. Gay rights
advocate Nikolai Alexeyev states: “Measures likesth could be used in wartime or
during natural disasters. We are now showing thelevivorld that for us to host the
Olympic games is a natural disaster.” (Alexeyev gidRusData Dialine, 2013) He finds

the ban to be specifically against LGBT people #redr community in Russia as they
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had planned a gay parade on the opening day @ainees, on February 7th 2014.

Human Rights Watch state that they see a posgibiljprotest despite the ban and dismiss
comparisons with the strictly controlled 1980 Mosa@ames, where people not desired
to be seen in the city territory such as alcohdied dissidents, have been moved out of
the picture for the duration of the Games. Otheeakprs of non-governmental

organizations such as Greenpeace Russia havehsaithey already had been ejected
from Olympic sites as they were campaigning agansironmental damage caused by

the constructions for Olympic projects. (cf. RusbBialine, 2013)

What is seen as another considerable problem tiegirat the protest zone is the law,
that people planning on protesting in the desighatea need to give their personal data
to the police in order to be allowed a permit totpst. Therefore, those people provide
their personal information while intending on oppgsthe policies of the Russian

lawmakers on issues such as gay rights and coorug{tif. The Calgary Herald, 2014)

The, in various newspapers mentioned, protest aehieh is said to be a ‘way out’ for
Russian officials to satisfy demands for protesssialities, has not been used for
protests, as can be seen in the analysis. Onespgotaip expected to use the protest zone
is the one around green activist Evgeny Vitishkioe Group has used the years prior to
the Games in Sochi to protest against environmentdhtions and injustices against

Sochi residents taking place during the constradioo the Olympic sites.

Even though it seems that protest has led to thetingeof Russian officials and the
deputy environment minister, who agreed on helpegple who had their homes ruined
during the construction period in some cases, ¢heists fear that those actions only take

place to settle down protest and might stop alterQlympics are over.

One of the protests performed by Evgeny Vitishkowhich he was sentenced with three
years in jail, was the painting of a slogan onferece of a house that, according to him

and other activists, was illegally built on lana@tlvelongs to a national park.

The IOC was asked about the case, due to the lp'skseemingly purposely extension
throughout the time of the Olympics, and an IOCkgsman responded that to them it

was a non-Olympic case.

But the activists replied that their group memlbexrd been harassed and detained because
of the Games and that they therefore feared tlpmoi@st staged at the Games directly
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could be too dangerous. Furthermore, they claimatthey hope on international support
on freeing Vitishko, as one of the activists salogefully having it raised in those
[political] meetings will help us more than stanglin the park and protesting. They have
made it very clear that they don't want any puphaotest at all.” (activists gtd in. The
Guardian, 2014a)

That form of support is shown through the engage¢mepoliticians like the Norwegian
prime minister who met the environmentalists aridech concerns over the issue when

she met the Russian prime minister.

Even though the podiums at the Games have beerpkaesst free, a protest took place
in immediate connection to the Games as a famaliaritgay rights campaigner watched

the Olympics holding up a banner reading ‘Gay 1s.0OK

The openly transgender parliamentarian got arrdsyeldussian police as a member of
the Di'Gay Project reported “she was arrested ey fiblice at Sochi while she was
watching the Olympics with a banner which readRimssian, 'Gay is OK" (cf. The
Guardian, 2014a) even though Italian governmemtiafé could not comment on reports
of arrest but referred to the staff of the Ital@nsulate in Moscow who were looking
into the matter. (cf. The Guardian, 2014a)

The case of the gay rights protest by the fornadralh Member of Parliament, Vladimir
Luxuria, in the Olympic Park in Sochi was also meed by other newspapers which

included more details about the case.

According to Luxuria, she was arrested by unifornmeein when protesting with the
banner who held in detention overnight and toldthat it was prohibited to display pro-
gay slogans to which she stated in an interviewtell you, if... | don't have the
opportunity to have a flag with 'It's OK to be gawitten on it | will shout it. | know how

to say it in Russian." (Luxuria qtd. in Independentuk, 2014a)

Luxuria, reasons her protest against the anti-gaydy stating: “I think it is important
(to have) the opportunity to talk internationalboart these things because otherwise these
things happen in Russia and nobody knows, nobogscahey think: ‘Well, it's not in
our country, it's far away, it's in Russia, whoesa” (Luxuria gtd. in Independent.co.uk,
2014a)

The 10C’s opinion on such protest becomes cleatsispokesman’s stating that they
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hope for the Games not to be used as a platforpréest. (cf. Independent.co.uk, 2014a)

Athlete Protest

Various protest cases can be found in the analgeecgpaper articles. Among them are
protests that were done by activists, officials alst athletes, such as the one by Finnish
athlete Ari-Pekka Liukkonen. The Irish Daily Madports about his case in its article on
January 16th 2015 by referring to their nationathdée athlete, nine-time All-Ireland
winner Valerie Mulcahy. The article ‘Spirited Vaklps remove another obstacle’
(Gallagher, 2015) reports of her coming-out pulgliclaming her a role model for gay
female athletes in the country; yet includes Liukdio as his awarding as Finland's

sporting model 2014 took place at the same timeottoming out.

He achieved the recognition not for his swimmingnabut for his protest, as he chose
the evening of the Sochi Games to come out publsiyl being an active athlete,

protesting against the treatment of LGBT peoplRussia. (Gallagher, 2015)

Concerning the situation for athlete protest atGlaenes, various views and opinions can
be found in the news coverage. Among those shéaniig views is Australian Olympic
Committee media director Mike Tancred who states tathletes were free to express
their concerns over Russia's controversial anti<serual propaganda law, as long as it
Is not during competition or on the podium” (Tarccgd. in The New York Post, 2014)

as that would disrupt the Games.

Tancred adds that there is an agreement by gastedghas they foremost want to be seen
as professional, elite athletes at the Olympic Gamared as such could best make a
statement by being best at what they do, everatfrtteans to “put gay rights at the back
of their mind” (Tancred qgtd. in The New York Pazd14)

When referring to the situation for gay athletes, days he was not expecting any
problems for the athletes by Russian officialshasé promised to not interfere at the

Games.

His statements found support in openly-gay Austsianumper Daniela Iraschko-Stolz
who also distanced herself from protesting arguivag “to jump pretty good is also a
statement.” (Iraschko-Stolz qtd. in The New Yorlsf@014)
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In another article she is quoted saying that ptetegainst Russia’'s anti-gay law banning
homosexual propaganda are not worth it becauseria@ares." Furthermore, that she is
at the Games “as a sportswoman” that does not “aay@roblems, not in Russia or with
the Austrian federation.” (cf. Iraschko-Stolz gtdThe New York Post, 2014)

International Olympic Committee President ThomasiBalluded to the Russian law.
"Yes, it is possible - even as competitors - t@ i@gether under one roof in harmony,
with tolerance and without any form of discrimirmatifor whatever reason,” (Bach qtd.
in Dayton Daily News, 2014) he said. But amid saals for tolerance, Russian police

arrested several gay rights activists protestingtirPetersburg and Moscow.

Some world leaders showed up to cheer their cosnteams, but others stayed away
amid concerns over the anti-propaganda law. Itaeame Minister Enrico Letta and
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, Putin's Grdupight partners, were present, so
were Chinese President Xi Jinping and Afghan PesgidHamid Karzai. However,
President of the United States Barack Obama amhdftl of European leaders skipped
Sochi. "We wanted to make it very clear that wendd abide by discrimination in
anything, including sexual orientation,” (Obama.qtd Dayton Daily News, 2014)
Obama told NBC's Bob Costas. (cf. Dayton Daily Ne2¢14)

Another thought-to-be protest by an athlete wagopmied by Russian snowboarder
Alexey Sobolev.

Sobolev went into slopestyle competition using ardovhich bottom was painted with
a knife-wielding woman in a ski mask looking veimgar to the members of the activist

punk group Pussy Riot which also performed manygste themselves.

When he got asked whether his board was intendseérno a message, he simply replied
that it was not his design and did not commenthenquestion if he was a Pussy Riot

supporter. (cf. The New Zealand Herald, 2014a)

In another article reporting about Sobolev and bosrd design, the athlete stated
“Anything is possible.” (Sobolev qtd. in Moscow New2014a) When asked if the design
was an homage to Pussy Riot, he added: “I wasndékigner.” (Sobolev qtd. in Moscow
News, 2014a) (cf. Moscow News, 2014a)
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Athlete Protest Restriction

Another article covering the stance of the AusaralDlympic Committee over athlete’s
protest at the 2014 Olympic Winter Games quotes A®Gss John Coates who says that
athletes would not be prohibited to speak out bggsiathletes to “pick their time wisely”
(Coates qtd. in The Age, 2014) and to protest #fieir events: “We respect the right of
our athletes to express an opinion, the place ti @doat the press conference after the
event. (...)” (Coates qtd. in The Age, 2014)

He adds that while “the one thing the I0C contiolanother country is the field of play,
we control the podium. And we say there will bepaditical demonstrations there, and
that's the message we've given to our athleted hiane of the politicians from Russia

will be handing out medals - that's our territorfCoates qtd. in The Age, 2014)

Amongst Australian athletes is Belle Brockhoff, apenly gay snowboarder, who
partnered up with other gay athletes such as NeMagd’s speed skater Blake Skjellerup

and tennis legend Martina Navratilova all joiniihg tAthlete Ally program.

Explaining the Committees’ stance on protest atGlames, Coates says “Why do it?
Enjoy the medal, respect your fellow competitofsydu want to have a whack at the
Russian government ... do it in your press confazelVe're happy with that.” (Coates
gtd. in The Age, 2014) And adds: “We're asking themespect the Olympic movement
during those ceremonies, but it's not respectiagtvereign nation.” (Coates qtd. in The
Age, 2014) And even though he disagrees with thegay laws states “(...) there's

nothing we can do about it. These are mattersginatrnments deal with.” (Coates, qgtd.
in The Age, 2014) (cf. The Age, 2014)

A protest is reported to have taken place at thehiSd/inter Games opening evening
when 52 current and former Olympians with 12 S@cmpetitors among them, are said
to have called on the Russian authorities to radengheir new anti-gay law. They
continued on to criticizing the 10C, as well as aragplympic sponsors, for not being
more ambitious and active in opposing PresideninRuiaw forcing him to scale back

the law.

The activists are part of the so-called ‘princigi& campaign’, the principle in the
Olympic charter stating a guarantee of non-disaration. The campaign, just like the

‘Athlete Ally program’, is backed by famous formathletes, like Martina Navratilova
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and Andy Roddick as well as current, Sochi-bourtdetds like Canadian biathlete

Rosanna Crawford and the four-man bobsled team fAostralia.

The former, London 2012 gold medalist Esther Lafgeays “As an athlete, as an
American, and as a believer in equal rights anclegpportunity for everyone, | realised
| needed to speak up, because that's not whereesteday in sports. The mission is to
support all athletes to be themselves and bedrbe aithletes.” (Lofgren gtd. in The Age,
2014) (cf. The Age, 2014)

Another athlete argues their actions being not thqolitical issue but a basic question
of human rights by saying “I understand and resgetthe Olympics are not the time
nor place for political statements, but this isthayond any kind of statement. People's
lives and their wellbeing are in danger, and tlwasgfar beyond anything the Olympics
stand for. | think it is important to talk aboutamhd have an ongoing conversation during

these games, and not have this issue silenced.”ifqThe Guardian, 2014b)

One of the reasons for their campaign is that Ruesd the I0C are said to not have done
enough, as Andre Banks, the co-founder of All @Qubartner campaign of Athlete Ally,
says: “They want this story to go away and havealtetally unwilling to make any real
concessions regarding the law. There are precetléB@nks qtd. in The Guardian,
2014b) Mentioning that former Olympic Games hostd participating nations had to
change their laws.

Various human rights organizations aim to incrgagssure on the Russian officials,
such as Amnesty International which staged a prratelsondon in front of the Russian

embassy and had a petition signed by more thar®@@®6ople in Britain.

Other activist groups have called upon the spongdasCoca-Cola and McDonalds to
take action by renewing social media campaigngderato put pressure on the IOC and
Russian organizers arguing that the I0C’s respditgiis not only successful Games but
also Games that go “in line with the values of @lgmpic movement” (Banks qtd. in
The Guardian 2014b), Banks says. (cf. The Guar@@dib4b)

Another athlete speaking out on the issue of algedtest at the Olympic Games in Sochi
is openly gay Calgary speed skater Anastasia Buéis, like Austrian Ski jumper
Daniela Iraschko-Stolz, speaks out against protgsti the Games, stating that she is not

intending to make political statements in Sochihihk the best statement is to represent
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your country well and show that you're a normalspar because there's so many
stereotypes in the gay community. Why don't we lustik down those barriers and be
the normal human beings that we are?” (Bucsis Wwt@®ttawa Citizen, 2013a) Bucsis
joined a group of athlete that talked openly abibeir homosexuality in advance of
competing at the Games in Sochi. (cf. Ottawa Giti2913a)

Explanations for why there won't be as many medningrotests at the Games
themselves (like there was in 1968 when Smith aadioS raised their gloved fist in the
air protesting against discrimination who then geit home), as could be expected due
to the world wide reaction to the passing of the$an anti-gay law, can be given through
different reasons.

Due to the change of times, athletes today oftetimited due to sponsorships they need
to keep and protect. Furthermore, they need tar&teaind foremost competitors who had
to work hard to qualify for the Games, making adperformance their priority.

Even though Rule 50 (‘No kind of demonstration anlifcal, religious or racial
propaganda is permitted at the games. The chaysngolators can be expelled and even
be stripped of medals.’) of the Charter (Olympica@ar, 2016) still exists, it is not
expected to be used against athletes protestirngsagmy rights abuses in Russia. I0C
spokesman Mark Adams says the Rule "has seldoreifleeen ‘enforced’ with a ban,
expulsion or similar, so banning and sending hama the games are a little wide of the
mark." (Adams qtd. in The Pioneer, 2013)

Even though small protests at competitions thenesehave happened, such as painting
their fingernails in gay-pride rainbow colors adk and field’s world championship in
Moscow and posting photos of a rainbow and hespathich was done by two Swedish
athletes, which said it was meant to be a “smallsample gesture” and that doing nothing
“(...) would have felt very cowardly” and she “woulthave liked [herself] if [she] didn't
paint the nails.” (qtd. in The Pioneer, 2013), ethlprotests are not expected to reach the
extent the 1968 protest had, but rather them baisgbtle message. (cf. The Pioneer,
2013)

Bucsis and Iraschko-Stolz statements concernintggting at the Games are supported
by Canadian skater Patrick Chan. Chan says that éweugh he disagrees with
discrimination based on sexuality or race in lifet also when competing at the Olympic

Games, he does not plan on protesting at the Gameelf as his “job is to skate” as he
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is “not a politician” but rather to “enjoy [himsgkind skate on the ice with other great
athletes (...)". (cf. Chan qtd. in The Toronto S&0713b)

Whether athletes should use the Games to protkst la discussion among the official
sides. While National Olympic Committees like theisfralian Committee did not
prohibit protests but rather advised to protestomathe fields or podium but later at press
conferences and such, the International Olympic Qdtee’s former president Jacques
Rogge stated that “athletes would be warned ahdes prohibiting demonstrations at
the 2014 Olympics in Sochi, Russia.” (Rogge qtdl'tve New York Times, 2013a)

His statement followed a call up on the I0C by Raisschef organizer Dmitry
Chernyshenko to stop activist's campaigns agahestdaw as he assured that “athletes
and spectators at the Sochi Games would not betedfdy the law” and that organizers
were "absolutely confident that there will be wafticts in that regards” (Chernyshenko
gtd. in The New York Times, 2013a). Through higesteent, Rogge also responded to a
concern from the I0C marketing director regardingjon sponsor’s worries about

conflict and possible demonstrations.

Prior to the Games the already mentioned varioffsrdnt voices on the Games and on

how to handle protest at these, could be heard.

Due to several issues, such as the anti-gay l@¥(€ is said to face multiple challenges,
one of them being how to handle protest, especsilth performed by athletes, at the
Games. As a member of the IOC executive board“3dnes].O.C. has to really have very

clear rules on what you can do and not do.” (qtdihe New York Times, 2013a)

Even though officials have said that athletes goecttors would be at no risk of
punishment if talking about homosexuality or gaghts, the question whether athletes
would be punished if they demonstrated by wearislgitts or pins or other symbols of
statements - like athletes did at the Moscow wohidmpionship - remains unanswered,

which causes sponsors to worry about possible giotaershadowing the Games.

The Olympic Charter Rule 50, which states thatkimal of demonstration or political,
religious or racial propaganda is permitted’, le@dgarious interpretations, calling on to
IOC president Thomas Bach to work out a plan. Bagfs athletes should have the right
to express their opinion, they, at the same tinmayvé to be protected from political
controversies.” (Bach gtd. in The New York Time@12b)
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A member of the United States Olympic Committe¢estahat to her, disqualifying an
athlete for wearing a rainbow pin, “(...) sounds like moving too far,” and that they
“(...) have to be careful regarding what is or is abbwed.” (qtd. in The New York
Times, 2013b)

In contrast, an IOC delegate from Montreal stdtasin his opinion rainbow pins should
not be tolerated in Sochi and that athletes wha@tocomply should be sent home, as
they are guests in Sochi. He adds “If there hawes bats of warnings, there’s no excuse

for it. Then it becomes a provocation.” (gtd. ineTdew York Times, 2013b)

Another delegate from Taiwan agrees with athletssdimg to respect the rules against
demonstrations but adds that to him, cities wittslaontradicting athlete’s rights should
not be allowed to apply for hosting the Games,rrefg to Russia’s anti-gay law: “Any
city bidding for the Games should avoid to have #ind of legislation.” (qtd. in The
New York Times, 2013b)

Monaco’s IOC delegate agrees with not sending tehlleome for wearing pins but adds
that there is a need for rules. (cf. The New Yoikds, 2013b)

Despite the expectation for Sochi to become théeBrdlympics, due to the LGBT
legislation and the Games budget of US$51 billaswell as other various human rights
violations towards activists, citizens and workemgst of the expected protest did not
take place. Only few athletes did take advantagbeofOCs granted right to speak out at
press conferences concerning solidarity with LGB®gde in Russia, while most of them
are said to be discouraged. One amongst those fthigetes was the Canadian
snowboarder Michael Lambert. Lambert turned to &mpic News Service reporter
saying that while he supported the “purest fornsdrt”, he at the same time finds that
“to act like there aren’t a lot of other controvalghings at play [here], it's ignorant. It's
not real, it's not a reality. It's not my realitytfe continues to criticize the Games and its
high budget and it causing people to suffer, askithgw is that a perfect Games?”. (cf.
Lambert gtd. in National Post, 2014)

Reactions to his criticism followed immediately las was criticized by his coach but
supported by his teammates. Yet, the Canadian Otyr@ommittee expressed its
disapproval according to Lambert as he states “Ba&yyou’re going to be taking away
from all the other athletes at these Games, antteyoow taking energy from the COC
(...).” (Lambert gtd. in National Post, 2014)
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After Canadian triathlete Simon Whitfield had spoksut over issues at the London
Olympic Games 2012, it became clear to the athldtas The Canadian Olympic
Committee only seeks high performance and a piotecf their own and partners’
interests, leading to a sort of trade-off leavitigetes not speaking-out. Lambert argues
that being the reason of the COO trying to shut own as he was endangering their
interests. Despite the Committee's reaction, fekmewboarders support Lambert who
himself wonders whether his protest would have ngblace if he was “a high-profile
athlete with big contracts to protect” (cf. Lambett. in National Post, 2014). He
criticizes the athlete’s function at the Games mayiti to be “the fuel for their machines
(...).” (cf. National Post, 2014)

Another case of athlete protest covered by antatkleational newspaper is the case of
Mike Janyk, a heterosexual Canadian alpine skibe drticle in The Globe and Mail
(Canada) starts out quoting the question he askeself leading to him taking a stand
for LGBT-rights: “If he could go to the 2014 Sodhinter Olympics and be himself and
not worry, why couldn’t others?” (Janyk gtd. in T&éobe and Mail, 2013) Leading to
his interest of speaking up, even though therenarplans of active protest during the
Games, he wants to state his protest by usingétmeup to the Games to raise awareness

for a cause that has garnered worldwide attenti@h’ The Globe and Mail, 2013)

The article additionally includes information orethituation in Russia that led to protest,
such as the federal propaganda law causing thefekscrimination and punishment of
gay athletes and visitors, Putin’s response ofrasse of aiming to make everyone feel
welcome, as well as the information of IOC Presiddromas Bach talking to gay-rights

protesters.

Mike Janyks intentions derive from him being a membf the organization ‘Athlete
Ally’, a non-profit organization focused on endingmophobia and transphobia in sport

by educating allies in the athletic community angbewering them to take a stand.

Other athletes in that organization, also compeitm&ochi, are Belle Brockhoff and
Blake Skjellerup.

Openly gay speed skater Skjellerup is quoted gtdtinvould love for Putin to get to
know me. | would tell him how much | disagree wiitls oppressive anti-gay propaganda
laws, and that he has a responsibility as the geasiof Russia to represent all the people
of his country.” (Skjellerup gtd. in The Globe avidil, 2013)
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Him and Brockhoff take part in a protest led by lath Ally and its international
counterpart ‘All Out’, which cooperated with ‘Ame&an Apparel Inc.” to produce a
clothing line making reference to the Olympic CkarPrinciple 6 Charter that states
discrimination ‘on the grounds of race, religiomlippics, gender or otherwise’ is
‘incompatible with belonging to the Olympic movené(cf. The Globe and Mail, 2013)

While they hope to be able to spread the messagjevhat Principle 6 stands for by
selling clothing such as T-shirts and hoodies, thiethe same time aim to make money

to donate to LGBT advocacy groups in Russia.

The organization continues stating that it hasmeaon supplying their athletes clothing
with Principle 6 logos but Janyk denies planningloimg that. He states: "I didn't join to
fight against anyone at the Olympics. What | sawg wareat opportunity to show what
sports and the Olympics are about - the battleurhdn experience and going after
success. | can't comment on what might happentbeee," (Janyk gtd. in The Globe and
Mail, 2013) he said. (cf. The Globe and Mail, 2013)

Officials vs. Activists

How transnational the provided public platform oé tOlympic Games is for protest can
be seen in the article “Spotlight on Russian honobjd on eve of Sochi Olympics; A
new report says that authorities are condoningewen encouraging, homophobic
violence in Russia, a charge brushed aside byQkepresident and the Kremlin.” (Weir,
2014) published by th&he Christian Science Monitor- a self-proclaimed ‘independent

international news organization that delivers thafid, global coverage.’

The Russian authorities and the IOC join in comrmplabout global gay rights activists
staging worldwide protests aiming at the OlympinW#r Games in Sochi just two days

prior to the Games.

While the officials want the Games to be a succgsshage polishing event without any
disruption, the activists state that “they are ¢éirgg the Games to raise global awareness
about what they allege is an atmosphere of officiddlerance and growing social
violence against Russia's lesbian, gay, bisexudlti@nsgender [LGBT] citizens.” (qtd.

in Weir, 2014)
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The protests are supported by human rights Watblb, published a report warning of
growing violence towards LGBT people in Russia. érding to them, the new anti-
LGBT law encourages violence as it leads to denadimz of LGBTs. With the police
often ignoring these acts of violence, perpetrateet supported by the state. "It does
appear that police are disinterested in investigatinese crimes. Worse, a lot of victims
don't even report abuse to the police becauseféag\being further victimized. Russian
police are part of Russian society, and societyrjas is being bombarded with anti-gay
messaging and claims that they present some kinldreét to children,” (qtd. in Weir,

2014) a human rights Watch member states.

As another member of human rights Watch sums up wtamy activists worldwide
criticize: "We're not blaming the Sochi Olympicg this, but we do believe this is an
issue the 10C should take a stand on, this is smei®f discrimination, and we are
extremely disappointed with the response, althoughave tried repeatedly to engage
the IOC about it." (gtd. in Weir, 2014)

Opposite to global protest and its voices of suppbe IOC president Thomas Bach
speaks out against protest as he, as well as Bné$?ditin, considers it a political issue,
which should not be taking place at the Games asdiuRights Watch member Cooper
says and adds “But it's not political, it's abougadimination. And that falls squarely

within the 10C's responsibility. They need to speakabout this.” (Cooper gtd. in Weir,

2014)

Bach also criticizes the decision of various gowaental leaders boycotting the invitation
to the Games, due to the LGBT issues surroundiag2@i4 Olympic Games, such as
Barack Obama did, sending a chosen delegationdmguamous openly gay American

athletes such as Billie Jean King and Brian Boitiaustead of traveling to Russia himself.
Obama openly criticizes Russia’s new anti-LGBT kawvd is joined by German President
Joachim Gauck “(...) who made the decision not terattin protest against ‘human rights
violations’ in December, 2013”. (cf. Weir, 2014)

Also joining in on demonstrating their disapprovalthe UK by sending its Culture

Secretary Maria Miller to Sochi who played an intpat role in the passing of the UK's
legalization of same-sex marriage.

President Putin joins Thomas Bach in his criticisihthe decisions by stating that “the
Olympics is not a competition of politicians. Itascompetition of athletes.” (Putin gtd.

in Weir, 2014)
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Bach criticizes “the fight for a good cause”, oof@st, by politicians and activist groups
to be misplaced, as it “(...) threatens to undern@hgmpic unity and detract from the
athletic excellence that the Games are supposshawcase”, saying that their chosen
form of protest would be carried out on the bacthefathletes instead of being a peaceful
political dialogue. He suggests that activist gspould not simply use the Olympic
Games to make an “ostentatious gesture which allggmsts nothing but produces

international headlines." (cf. Bach qtd. in Weid]12)

But gay rights activists respond to the IOCs stat@nand accusation, stating that
protesting for their cause in the way that theyuding the Olympics, is the right thing to
do, as one of them states: “The situation with LG&bple in Russia is very bad. This
has been going on and getting worse for some tivithput anyone even noticing, so,
we're not sorry for having a public discussion d@bbuOpen scrutiny and debate is the
only way to change things. We are sure that publisiour friend, and we can see that

it's something our abusers are afraid of.” (qtdMeir, 2014)

The activists argue that the law does not onlyldéesaeople to speak out publicly in a
positive way about homosexuality and thereforebject the negative picture transported
through the government, the church and the stateedwnedia, but also leads to filing
charges on even minors, like a 9th grade studentvh) was bullied and harassed by
adult men after she posted about this, and nowansdf being protected she finds herself
facing charges. It's a new usage of that law, asdaws the way things are going”. (cf.
Weir, 2014) They continue stating that criminalesifes against LGBTs in Russia has
grown substantially since the law was signed, asember of the Sova Center, an
organization that tracks extremist actions, stdtesnophobia has always existed within
Russian society, but because of this law and alh#tgative attention given to this issue,

the number of serious homophobic attacks has gadvamatically.” (qtd. in Weir, 2014)

Calls for Boycott

As already mentioned above, the issue of boycatidrether or not government officials

should and will attend the Games, formed an idse@¢wspapers discussed and covered.

Calls for boycott but also their dismissal is vaidey different actors of protest. One of

them is the previously mentioned actor and TV peaity Stephen Fry who sent an open
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letter to Britain’s Prime Minister, as well as #@@C asking them to join in on protesting
the human rights violations towards LGBT peopleRimssia by backing a ban on the

Sochi Winter Games.

And while many supported his views, the journakgtdrew Pierce takes a stand,
dismissing Fry’s approach stating that a boycottildamot be effective as it would be
more powerful to “confront your enemy and makertpesition look stupid.” (Pierce gtd.
in The Independent, 2013) Andrew Pierce is joimetlis approach by David Cameron,
who agrees on having a better chance making a ehamg) influence by attending the
Games, as he argues “I share your deep concern thiscabuse of gay people in Russia.
However, | believe we can better challenge prepidiswe attend, rather than boycotting
the Winter Olympics” (Cameron qtd. in The Indepemnd@013). (cf. The Independent,
2013)

Britain’s Deputy Prime minister Nick Clegg is amshghose who call upon gay visitors
planning a trip to Sochi to protest against thattreent of gay people in Russia as he
himself banned fellow Democrats from attending @gmpic Games, stating that the
anti-gay law is “the most regressive law imaginahled that "[he is] not going to go and
[he] certainly wouldn't want any Liberal Democraiimsters to go, given the strength of
feeling in [his] party that what Russia has donelat legislation is just plain wrong."”

(Clegg qtd. in telegraph.co.uk, 2014)

Even though Nick Clegg urges visitors and fellowitpmans to protest, he does not agree

with the call for athletes to boycott the Games.

His call on visitor’s boycott does not comply whitain’s governments Foreign Office’s
statement which warns people to not protest andodstrate at the Games as it says:
“Any involvement in unsanctioned demonstrationspootests could lead to arrest.”
(Britain’s governments Foreign Office gtd. in telagh.co.uk, 2014), as it has led to
previous arrests of British campaigners protestorggay rights in Moscow. Britain’s
Prime Minister adds that “the Government, includihg PM, has and will continue to
make clear [their] views about the importance dérence and respect for individual
rights. The PM has and will continue to raise thih Vladimir Putin.” (Britain’s Prime

Minister qtd. in telegraph.co.uk, 2014)

The boycott by David Cameron, among other worldiéea such as Barack Obama and

Angela Merkel, and instead sending a substituteBiktain’s Culture Secretary who was
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in charge of new gay marriage laws as a staterogrertds Russian gay rights, is a sign
towards Russia, yet not an open boycott as DowSinget explained that Cameron’s
absence was due to his schedule and to the facnthaerving Prime Minister had

attended a Winter Olympics. (cf. telegraph.co.uk.4)

But the idea of a boycott of the Games would ndy affect Russia and the boycotters,
but also the athletes. With regards to this, Gregdanis writes in his article “America
must dive head-first into Sochi Games” (Louganil4) that in his opinion, a boycott
would not make sense but instead engagement waulithé best way to respond to
Russia’s repression. By attending the Games, asraiction with Russians is made
possible and should be encouraged and-at the same dne’s own country's history
should not be forgotten since, as he warns, LGBRtsi have not always been granted to

Americans either.

Instead of a boycott, Louganis, a former Olympiddgmedalist welcomes Barack
Obama's decision, as mentioned above, in not bygdiut protesting and taking a stand
through sending a delegation including three opgalyathletes as a response to Russia’s
anti-gay law. Which, according to Louganis, at $aene time can be seen as a progress
made in the American sports world, as it “doesnérety tolerate LGBT athletes; it

celebrates them”. (cf. Louganis, 2014)

Within the calls for boycott and various other psis, critical voices say that some of
them were not thought through.

Chris Cannon, a writer for the Ottawa Citizen répabout the cases of protest performed
by, as he states “three of the most prominent goicghe LGBT community” Stephen
Fry, George Takei and Dan Savage in his articlee®Eye for the Sochi Guy’. (cf.
Cannon, 2013)

As mentioned before, Fry had sent an open letténgdBritish Prime Minister and the
IOC in which he calls for a new awarding of hostthg Games. Actions taken by Dan
Savage were a call to boycott the vodka brand &t the hashtag #dumpstoli, which
he mistakenly assumed to be a Russian brand, Weitege Takei supported a petition

to move the Winter Games to Vancouver, Canada.
But, as Cannon writes “poorly planned solutions daryour cause far more harm than
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good” as Stoli Vodka is a brand owned by Yuri St@keef who himself is a “public
supporter of gay rights”, the boycott missed it & punish Putin and his government
and instead worked in their favor as Schefflerivugg) in exile as a Putin enemy. (cf.
Cannon, 2013) Cannon also sees Fry's and Taketisngcas a “squandering of
resources” because, as he says, the 10C “will nesehuman rights above profit” and
adds that if anyone in Sochi on site could makeffardnce for the LGBT people in
Russia, that it would be the athletes and spestafch Cannon, 2013)

He criticizes the three advocates for missing apoirtant fact about the LGBT protest
movement, saying that it is “not about gay rigittss about human rights” and therefore,
their calls for boycott should have also taken @lac various other occasions as violation
to human rights happens not only in Russia, but atsuntries like the United States

where minorities are targeted. (cf. Cannon, 2013)

Cannon claims, that Fry’s comparison of the Sotlii2Winter Games to those in Berlin
1936, of which Fry says, gave the Nazis credibiktyile they were persecuting millions
of people, to be incomparable due to the factrtiaty people weren’'t aware of the Nazi's
cruelty. While today, new possibilities of commuatiag and reaching out through global
platforms like social media, enable raising awassenen issues such as the LGBT rights

violations in Russia.

Therefore, he speaks out against a boycott mentjothie protest cases of 1936 when
Jesse Owens, an African-American athlete let luwoxy speak against Hitler's superior-
race ideology, as well as the protest in 1968 ixibte when Tommie Smith, who had
actually considered a boycott, and John Carlogddiseir gloved fist as a ‘human rights
salute’, demonstrating against the discriminatiorthe United States. Cannon argues
“what a tragedy it would have been (...)" if thosetests had not taken place. (cf.
Cannon, 2013)

He rather sees boycotting such an event as “a ehfamahe world to step inside the
country” as a sign of presence and observation. datid on the three activists to rather
boycott state-owned brands and support the newerage of gay issues in Russia. As it
would be more effective to encourage participamtshbw pride and show presence rather
than boycotting. (cf. Cannon, 2013)
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Local Protest

Protests against the Russian anti-LGBT law spraasughout the world and through
various groups of activists. Among them, as alrea@ytioned in the previous chapter,
were world leaders deciding not to attend the apgrind closing ceremonies. Some
politicians, as well as other activists, found &eotway of protesting and showing
support to the LGBT community in Russia by proteggtiocally in their own cities and

countries.

In the Independents article “Sochi protesters tgtkgver banner citing Olympic charter;
Prominent LGBT activist among group censured fghhghting perceived conflict with

Games’ rules” (Smith, 2014) the case of a protsny place in St. Petersburg on the
day of the opening of the Olympic Games in Sochi iateading to the arrest of one of

Russia’s leading gay activists, Anastasia Smirnsvegported.

Along with her was a group of activists photograygha banner which cited the Olympic
Charter’s Principle 6 words which led to their atreThey had planned on hanging the

banner from a bridge but were detained before toeyd pursue.

While in detention, famous activist Smirnova postedtatement on Facebook saying
“Can't write much as phones are not permitted, tiey are now calling us to sign
papers... Detention for a photo with a banner 't isln amazing way to celebrate the
opening of the Games?” (Smirnova qgtc, in Smith,Qb which the Russian LGBT
added a post stating “The activists were makingghwith a banner: '‘Discrimination is
incompatible with the Olympic Movement. Principled@ympic Charter'.” (gtd. in Smith,
2014) Another case of arrest that took place l&rday in Moscow is added.

The article additionally reports on a planned pblg/ athletes to hold up six fingers into
the camera whenever pointed at them, as a symbBriiaciple 6 of the Charter, as their

calls for boycott were left unanswered.

Despite the reported arrests, President Putin @egusaying “We aren't banning
anything, we aren't rounding up anyone, we havecnminal punishment for such
relations unlike many other countries. We have ra dra propaganda of homosexuality
and paedophilia(sic), | want to underline thatpompaganda among minors." (Putin gtd.
in Smith, 2014)

Some of those local protests led to connected girtteoughout the globe. One of those
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global protests took place the night before thenoyeof the Winter Games, as a letter
was signed by over 200 of the world’s leading arglstating that they condemn Russia’s
stance on gay rights and the passing of the amtilga. Their protest followed

demonstrations taking place around the world, agpleewere protesting against the

Russian government in 19 different cities. (cf. Me2014)

Those 217 authors from over 30 different countireduding Gunter Grass and Salman
Rushdie, wrote and signed the letter to denourearti-gay law and the blasphemy law,
which criminalizes religious insult and defamatisaying that those laws put writers at
risk and they had to stand with their fellow cofjeas in Russia who are now facing a
risk of punishment and prosecution when “commumggtheir thoughts”. (cf. Rushdie,
2014)

As author Salman Rushdie states: “The chokeholdiieaRussian Federation has placed
on freedom of expression is deeply worrying andiede be addressed in order to bring

about a healthy democracy in Russia.”

The then following, above mentioned, global proteas organized by the gay advocacy
group ‘All Out’, which also published a list of &fes, 12 of them actively competing in

the Sochi Games, speaking out against Russia’savevadespite being put under pressure
by the IOC to not make any sort of political stagenat the Games. (cf. Rushdie, 2014)

As mentioned, it was both, activists and politisgorotesting locally. Among those
politicians protesting was the Mayor of Albertan@da, Naheed Nenshi who decided to
fly the gay pride flag in front of Alberta’s Citydl for the duration of the Games. (cf.
Finn, 2014)

What started out as a local protests took placzaimada, where it then moved from coast
to coast, gaining more and more cities to joinmntlee protest against the treatment of

LGBT people in Russia.

The silent protest, the hoisting of the rainbovgfia front of the cities city halls for the
duration of the Games, started in St. John’s, Where gay rights activists asked the city
council to display the flag to show support for LGBeople in Russia, which then voted

unanimously in favor of doing so.

It moved from there to cities like Ottawa, QuebeityGind Montreal, where the

government announced to additionally illuminate @lgmpic Stadium in Montreal in
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the rainbow flag colors. Ottawa’s mayor stated thain though “flying the flag isn’t a
particularly bold protest”, it still is “a gestute let the Russian authorities know that
[their] community is really appalled by their aggy laws and attitudes.” Adding his lack
of understanding for various governments acrosswbdd to have a “disdain for
members of their own society because they migldlifferent based on gender or race or

sexual orientation.” (Ottawa mayor gtd. in Ottawtzén, 2014b)

After the cities protest reached Vancouver, moean th,000 citizens in Toronto joined
the protest wave, signing a petition to illumin#te CN Tower, a building lit up in

rainbow flag colors for the annual Pride Week. (@ftawa Citizen, 2014b)

Setting a record in Albertan protest history aidgure grounds, with a duration of 24
hours a day for 36 days, the rising of the rainlfleqy as a symbol of support for LGBT
people, in front of the Alberta city hall will als®t a record for the smallest number of

protesters as it is expected to count zero.

And even though it is not expected to make anyedkfice in the Russian legislation,
flying the flag is not only a sign of support foGBTs in Russia but also an important
sign of support for participants at their homeAHzerta laws on LGBT rights themselves
had still been discriminatory in the mid-2000s.

This has lead Alberta’s anti-bullying cabinet miarsto call on athletes and fans to make
a subtle protest when in Sochi at the Games, astates: “If you believe in human rights,
this isn't just gay rights, this is human righkeen put a rainbow somewhere visible, wear
a pin, make a statement, get on Twitter, make thatewe let Russia know that we're not

a country that tolerates that kind of behaviouef” qtd, in Edmonton Journal, 2014)

Another protest involving various cities around wnald, including London, New York,

St. Petersburg, Rio de Janeiro, Melbourne and%d&bi itself, was held to demonstrate
against the Russian government, as well as the d@@anding them to uphold Principle
6 of the Olympic Charter. The activists taking parthe Global Speak Out events were

asked to wear red as a sign of solidarity.

In addition, at London’s event, a delegation of trganizing human rights activists
delivered a petition signed by 100,000 people ¢oltical McDonalds as, they are one of
the main Olympic sponsors. (cf. Future News, 2014a)

A protest in the rare form of beer was performedh®s Scottish brewery ‘BrewDog'.
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Their limited-edition beer with the name ‘Hello, Myame is Vladimir’, featured a
portrait of Vladimir Putin in ‘Warhol-style’, wearg make-up and a small print stating
‘not for gays’ on the bottom of its bottle, wasalabelled with a description stating:
‘Hello, my name is Vladimir. | am 100 per cent hetand will pass laws to prove it.
Drinking me gives you energy, ignorance and dogsnatiequired to shoot a deer (with
your top off) and pass internationally denounceéstréminatory legislation (top optional)

before you've even had your caviar breakfast.’

Co-founder of BrewDog James Watt states that threitest beer, which can be bought
online and in 12 different pubs across the Unitéagom, went on sale shortly before
the 2014 Sochi Winter Olympic Games as a protesihagthe anti-gay law and adds that
they “sent a case of beer to the Kremlin, as weleaving beer at the Russian Consulate
in Edinburgh and the Russian Embassy in London”t{8Vatd. in Independent.co.uk,
2014b) Their success can be measured in “tensoak#nds of tweets about it”, as Watt
claims, and he adds that they would donate 50%heir tbeer sales to charitable
organizations supporting oppressed minorities. (tidependent.co.uk, 2014b)
In order to demonstrate against the draconianl&gie and its consequences to the
LGBT people of Russia, the Sochi based ‘The Hopeale’ started to perform a play in
September 2013, a few months after the law had passed, telling real-life stories of
victims of the new law. The real-life stories wedlected by playwright Tess Berry-
Hart and her team and was later acted out on btagalifferent actors who represent the

stories of 75 characters.

According to Berry-Hart, the intentions of the plagre to visualize the victims’ stories
of losing their jobs due their homosexuality, ligim fear of losing their children and
hiding and to give their stories a voice. She sggthering the stories has not been easy
as people broke the law by talking about homoséyehd feared they had been trapped
by her.

To her, the stories needed to be given a stagenés, in which people, such as the mayor
of Sochi, make remarks that no gay people liveanhy and visitors are welcome but

asked not to “impose their habits on others”. "Bta#ly they are saying 'come but shut

up' which is ridiculous. If you were black or feraahey wouldn't say you can come, but
please don't act like a black person or femaley®re basically saying gay is a choice
rather than being something you are." (Berry-H&it op Enfield Independent, 2014)
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Berry-Hart adds that their performance-profits v donated to ‘Spectrum Human
Rights’, an organization helping LGBT people whe heing persecuted and emphasizes
that their aim of protest is to “keep the issu¢hia public eye and let LGBT people in
Russia know their voices are being heard” and tbpadssure on Russia to overturn the
law once the Olympics are over. (cf. Enfield Indegent, 2014)

A call for an end to Russia’s crackdown on humats by nine European Amnesty
International offices in the form of a petition whiwas signed by 200,000, took place
following an artistic protest in Moscow, where adodancer had performed a ballet-
protest meaning to symbolize the suppression addiven of speech, expression and
association. (cf. Future News, 2014b)

Prior to Moscow’s ballet-performance, another #dilsallet protest took place in London
where dancers performed a version of a scene ffwan Lake’, a ballet said to be
Russia’s favorite, written by one of the countryiest famous composer, Tchaikovsky,

who was known to be gay himself.

The fully costumed performers, directed by a fornkwyal Ballet dancer and
choreographer, danced in front of London’s Rus&iarbassy in protest of Putin’s anti-
gay law. Their performance was also followed by Aty International UK handing in

a petition signed by 10,000 supporters. (cf. FuNews, 2014c)

A different form of an artist protest could be foum Tbhilisi, Georgia, where a few
thousand people attended a rock concert, that wganized to protest Georgia’s
participation at the Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics. émg the performing artists were
multiple famous Georgian rock bands and singett$), thie statement of “We, the children
of a free country and followers of different viewsin the campaign of boycotting the
Sochi Winter Olympics!” and collecting signaturegasnst the participation. (cf. Azer
News, 2013)

Protesting in a direct reference to the Olympic @suwas the peaceful demonstration
against the Russian law banning gay propaganddhans, Greece. There, activists sat
on the steps of the Acropolis Museum, holding rambflags or banners reading

‘Homophobia is not in the Olympic Spirit’ and ‘Lov&not Propaganda’, as the Olympic
flame passed them on its way to be handed oveussiBn organizers of the 2014 Sochi

Winter Games. (cf. Taiwan News, 2013)
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As it can be seen, the group of activists that letnesen local protest vary from politicians
to artists to activist groups. Local protest i®anf that is used to try to draw attention to
an issue, even when it does not necessarily hawrarardiate influence on local politics
but is, for example, more of a personal issue ilikthe case of Chris Fleming: “I have
been deeply troubled by what has been happenitingttoGBT community in Russia and
wanted to show my support by creating this pieé¢dérfiing qtd. in Young, 2014). A
Newcastle-based artist and himself openly gay, wWhew a mural in the street in
Newcastle’s gay village ‘Pink Triangle’ to raise aeness of the treatment of LGBTs in
Russia: “I have chosen to paint this in the hetitth® Newcastle gay scene as a reminder
of what can happen when hate goes too far, antchimder of how lucky we are to live

here.” (Fleming qtd. in Young, 2014)

His painting is that of a gay man being restraiared pushed face-down to the ground by
another man while both being intertwined with thgr@pic Logo, the five rings and the
guote from Principle 6 of the Olympic Charter, whieads ‘Sport does not discriminate
on grounds of race, religion, politics, gender threowise’.

Chris Fleming explains his painting on the grouhgderysonal reasons of wanting to show
support to fellow LGBT people “As a gay streetstrliving in the UK, | cannot imagine
what the LGBT population of Russia and their supgrsrare going through. (...) If this
piece lets one man or woman in Russia know thaaneedehind them and it's OK to be
who you are, then it will do its purpose.” (Flemigigl. in Young, 2014) He continues by
explaining his fear of the situation to get woree EGBT once the Sochi Games have
ended and the global press has left: “I understhatithings are only getting worse in
Russia and people are going into hiding, | dreatiitck how much worse it will get once
the media spotlight leaves Sochi and the Olymgics.I only hope that we do not forget
what is happening after the games are over. The-sémctioned persecution is a march
back towards fascism, but | am hopeful that thingl$ get better.” (Fleming qtd, in
Young, 2014)

Various protests of support to LGBT people in Raissi form of local protest are

mentioned and reported in short articles. One fa&e in Brighton, expecting more than
150 protesters to listen to Ksenia Zhivago, a RuskiGBT activist giving a speech. The
organizer of the protest event, a Brighton and HBweialist Party member states: “The
Sochi Olympics puts the world spotlight on Russid eaternational protests are showing
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mass opposition to Putin's homophobic governmdnt.”Zhivago gtd. in The Argus,
2014)

Another planned demonstration against Russia’sgaytiaws prohibiting the promotion
of homosexuality to minors is reported to take placthe form of a rally performed by
LGBT campaigners on the day after the Olympic Game&3sochi have been opened at
Media City in Salford, United Kingdom. According @n organizing member, the
motivation is the “(...) hope that other LGBT soagstiacross the UK will follow suit.”

(cf. Manchester Evening News, 2014)

A global protest named ‘Speak out for Russia’, WwHigok place in St. Petersburg two
days prior to the G20 summit called out for findangew host for the 2014 Sochi Olympic
Winter Games. The ‘global day of action’ protegjaiast the new Russian legislation,
banning the propaganda of non-traditional sexuatioms. Different events by various
activists were staged, such as the ‘Love Russite Hamophobia'. Out of fear of gay
athletes and spectators to be at danger of facieg br getting arrested and to pressure
then Prime Minister David Cameron into “publiclygurg Putin to repeal the laws and

prosecute 'violent homophobes terrorizing' LGBTedn Russia.” (cf. Precise, 2013a)

A different form of protest was chosen by the Lamdding's Head Theatre. It designed
a beneficial play with its profits going to Russideéading human rights organization
through which they wanted opposed, just like thevimus named protest cases, the
Russian anti-gay laws and the country's hostintp@\Winter Olympics. The play is set
to use “verbatim voices of LGBT Russians and re&ctshe debate’s recent media
coverage incl (sic!) calls for a boycott by TV pammality Stephen Fry (...).” The
producers of the play argue that the situationuada is “a humanitarian issue that needs
to be publicly addressed, with Sochi 2014 regaetethe ideal opportunity for the world

to show their opposition towards Russia’s attitutes. Prescise, 2013b)

Similar views are demonstrated by the Equality Neknin Edinburgh. The gay rights
group organized a protest outside of the Russiams@ate against the new laws that,
according to them, had led to numerous attacks1aghGBT people in Russia and to the
closing down of local human rights organizations. dddition to the network in
Edinburgh, human rights activists in Glasgow aadldn end in the cities partnership with
the Russian city of Rostov-on-Don and Glasgow’sdLprovost formulated a letter of

concern to her Russian colleague. (cf. Precise3@01
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But local protest also took place in Russia itsedf mentioned above, specifically in St.
Petersburg, and also in Moscow, where gay actiyist$ested by unfurling a banner,
which referred to the Principle 6 of the Olympicatiier, and got arrested on the day of
the Olympic Games opening in Sochi. Just 4 dayerp@o the Games, an activist
protesting against environmental violations hadnbaeested. Later that month, Pussy
Riot members were detained while they visited Seehecord a music video to protest
against President Putin. After they were releagaedttack by the local Cossack militia,
an unofficial security force, followed when theyett to perform in downtown Sochi,
which was justified by Russia’s deputy prime mieisstating that their performance
could only be seen as a provocation. His offica@hment on the issue includes that no
one would be punished that decided to “peacefulbtgst against the Games” due to
Russia’s constitution, but critics state that ssthtements, as well as the amnesty
measure by Putin, that led to the release of varimyprisoned protesters, are an attempt
to soothe critical voices over human rights viaas. That criticism concerning human
rights violations, especially against protesteosgr. Cases like the delay of a punishment
of activists due to an anti-Putin protest in 20d2ne day after the Olympics end call for

western states not to ignore human rights issuBsigsia. (cf. USA Today, 2014)

Another artist protest took place when the bandrBie’ denied an invitation by

president Putin to perform at the Sochi Winter Game

A band member argues that, due to the treatmegdyopeople in Russia, they see it as a
“moral duty’ to stand up to President Putin” analybott the Games, saying that “...it
didn't feel proper, especially in light of the cyazew legislation banning 'homosexual

propaganda’.” (cf. Daily Mirror, 2014)

They say that even though they wanted to attenétrmaes as performers, they feel that
they had a moral duty to represent the gay commyditie to their long relationship with
it, adding that in general, to them, “Artists haveoral duty to boycott places with poor

human rights records”. (cf. mirror.co.uk, 2014)

The band used the social media platform Twittepast a picture of their boycotted
invitation on which they wrote ‘Pass. Human Righfsd stating in another tweet that:
“With the Olympics it became very apparent thatais something we shouldn't do. It's a
tragedy the regime is like this...there's just bsech public denial from Putin that it's

become an international issue. And rightly so.’ofélie qtd. in mirror.co.uk, 2014)
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The band also points out the danger for LGBTs isdRuand for protesters as they
support the protest band Pussy Riot with which tmey performed with at an Amnesty
International show stating that “You can't failde impressed by them. They're bright,
clever, and - my God - brave. As long as theredpleelike them around to take a stand

in the face of the powers that be, there will bpehd(Blondie qtd. in mirror.co.uk, 2014)

"While it is not illegal to be gay in Russia, itatearly very dangerous. | mean we've
already seen it with Pussy Riot - jailed for spaglout and defending minorities.” (Harry

gtd. in mirror.co.uk, 2014)

Pussy Riot Protest

Amongst the most prominent protesters is the bamby Riot. Pussy Riot is a punk
collective known for its criticism on Russia’s paEnt Viadimir Putin and his

government. The band first gained global fame thhoa protest at a Moscow cathedral
in 2012 followed by an arrest of the band membeddthda Tolokonnikova and Maria

Alyokhina, who were given a two-year prison term.

The two women were amongst a third person when glo¢yarrested and charged with
theft, which is said to only being an attempt teegtall a protest.

As the three band members state, they had comediai ® perform their new protest
song against President Putin called ‘Putin wilctegou to love the motherland’ which
they wanted to perform as a devotion to “(...) thetims of the Bolotnaya case,
Yevgenny Vitishko, Olympic corruption, and the stggsion of freedom in Russia”. (cf.
The Daily Telegraph, 2014)

According to the Moscow News, the three anti-Krenidiminist band members planned
to record a music video and got arrested while imgliaround in Sochi as they posted a
statement on Twitter saying “We're in Sochi to gamat a Pussy Riot protest. The song
is called 'Putin Will Teach You to Love the Mothaartl’” (gtd. in Moscow News, 2014b)
adding that even though they officially got arrester theft, they were simply walking

around town when the officers forcefully detainbdr.

Tolokonnikova and Alyokhina were amongst thoseqoréss that got released early under
President Putin’s granted amnesty in December 3048two months prior to their arrest
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in Sochi. (cf. Moscow News, 2014b)

While the band states that protest in the usuaky®&ot form, wearing colorful
balaclavas and performing is not seen as apprepe@icerning the Ukraine crisis with
people dying, they view their form of protest camireg the Olympics in Sochi as a (...)
very appropriate way of protesting because the Qlgsmwas an event that you had to
laugh at. It was the most expensive Olympics, amiygoart - according to numerous
investigations - of the money ended up in officiglsckets, just at a time when things

were not going so well with the Russian economgf.” The New York Times, 2014c)

They add that their relationship with PresidentiriPig paramount as they believe their
arrest to be of personal interest by Putin becafisaving embarrassed him publicly and
also his actions seeming to be personal as they $aobably no one would have noticed
our protest if Putin himself hadn't highlightedtat the whole world, it seemed pretty
stupid of him and that's why we think it was a peid reaction - no political adviser

would ever have advised that response.” (PussydRioin The New York Times, 2014c)

So the Russian Punk Rock Group Pussy Riot, knowthé&r protests against the Russian
president Putin, did take a stand on the stageso©lympic Games in Sochi 2014, as the
government had feared and the The New York Timssrdees it as: “(...) the protest [in
Sochi] had largely turned out to be a bust. AnshtRassy Riot came to town.” (cf. The
New York Times, 2014c)

Various newspapers reported about their protesiggiace in Sochi, as members of the
band staged a song protest in front of the Olyrsgan, leading to the arrest of some of
them, the attack by Cossacks previously mentiomeldogher various violent attacks by
pro-government activists. As one member, Nadezhdwkdnnikova states “The
Olympics has created an environment of sweepinigtiims of human rights in Russia.
We are banned from speaking out here." (Tolokawvakgtd. in The New York Times,
2014c)

Their protest song gained free publicity by thelemb actions taken against them, as the
later published music video to the song involvesnss from local protests, in which the
women were shoved roughly into police cars andittaeck by Cossacks of which reports
in newspapers topped the Olympics media coveragddk after the incident, according

to The New York Times.
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The group’s protest was endorsed by Russian opposctivist Aleksei A. Navalny,
who had already protested against the Russian Gé¢gnomself prior to the Games, and
other activists who joined in on the protest.

But they also faced a counter-protest of pro-govemt activists protesting against the
band’s performance. The group of six men, a protestement called the ‘Moral way’,
shouted ‘We like sex with chickens(sic!)!" at thand members, as a referral to a
performance of a female activist performing a séxa@ with a frozen chicken,

Tolokonnikova'’s art group had done.

The violent attacks against Pussy Riot were nastigated by the IOC as Mark Adams,
the 10C’s spokesman said “We spoke to our colleagi&sochi 2014, but this is really,
if you like, a civil issue”. (cf. Adams qtd. in Tidew York Times, 2014c)

To protest against the anti-gay laws and the craekdon LGBT rights, Pussy Riot also
performed a protest against the shutting-down ef itidependent television station
Dozhd, as they performed their song ‘Putin willdeayou to love the motherland’
pumping their fists in the air singing ‘The aira®sed for Dozhd’ and ‘The gay parade
has been sent to the outhouse’ as they stoppdit tirmfa small neighborhood while

surrounded by journalists.

According to their Twitter account, the band mershgere detained three times during
their three days of performance in and outsideoohs (cf. The New York Times, 2014d)

As a matter of human rights, Amnesty Internatig@linvolved in the case of Pussy Riot
protest in Sochi and their arrest, calling on thes$tan authorities to release those
arrested, as Amnesty International Director Johrlhillsen says: “The Russian
authorities must end this downward spiral of humglnts violations around the Olympic
village.” (Dalhuisen wtd. In MailOnline, 2014)

In his view, the Russian officials “have turned Gkympic rings - a worldwide symbol
of hope and striving for the best of the humanitspinto handcuffs to shackle freedom
of expression.” And he calls on the IOC to condeimm arrests of activists near the
Olympic site, as people who were using their rigihfreedom of expression were being
attacked. (cf. MailOnline, 2014)

Another interpretation of ‘local protest’ is delregl by the protest Google did, using the

Internet as their platform. In joining other U.8ngpanies on supporting Russia’s LGBT
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people, Google changed the logo on its websitedeségn consisting of rainbow colors
and winter sport athletes skiing, sledding, curlamgl skating, completed with a quote
from the Olympic Charter that reads: ‘The practideSport is a human right. Every

individual must have the possibility of practisisgort, without discrimination of any

kind.” (cf. The Guardian, 2014c)

To make it a silent protest, Google did not comnmnthe logo, wanting it to speak for

itself.

“Google has made a clear and unequivocal staterttestt Russia’'s anti-LGBT
discrimination is indefensible,” says human righ@&ampaign President, whose
organization has been trying to get American capons, especially those sponsoring
the Games in Sochi, to help protest against thesigned by Russian President VIadimir
Putin, adding that “(...) it's time for each and gvezgmaining Olympic sponsor to follow
their lead. The clock is ticking, and the worlduatching.” (HRC President gtd, in The
New Zealand Herald, 2014b)

Google joined U.S. Olympic Committee sponsors BB T and others in protesting
against the law, timing their changing of logo iway that it would be seen in Russia at

the time the opening ceremonies were held. (cf.Néw Zealand Herald, 2014b)

Sponsor Protest

Alongside calls for boycotts and their debate,edthprotests and activist's actions, one
form of protest among the cases was caused byptiressrship of the Olympic Winter
Games 2014.

The sponsors of an event as significant as the Qilygrare not solely seen as a financial

supporter but also as an opinion leader that Fashince of taking a stand.

Coca-Cola, as one of the major sponsors was acaiseing failed to do so resulting
in protests such as the ‘Anything but Coke’ campaithe campaign organized by Jeffrey
Kasanoff, aiming to “protest LGBT rights abusefumssia by boycotting sponsors”, held
its first protest at Carnegie Mellon University wéedemonstrations consisted of
marching with signs and dumping Coca-Cola produit$orm of protest which had
transnationally caused attention as it had beer dohondon and New York’'s Times
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Square. (cf. Shelley-Reade, 2014) Kasanoff sthi@s‘the idea is just to show that we
don't value their product at this point if theyia willing to speak up for people in need.”
(Kasanoff gqtd. in Shelley-Reade, 2014) Kasanoffsabers LGBT Russians as people in
need as the propaganda law banned public suppaldd GBT community.

“I've been paying attention to what's been hapgemrRussia for a while now, and it's
quite disturbing, there [have] been a lot of haiemes over there. A lot of gay people
have been...attacked when protesting...[and] a leoap people have actually been
abducted from their homes.” (Kasanoff gtd. in ShyeReade, 2014)

He widens his concerns stating the fear of Putssipg another law which would take

children away from same-sex couples.

The reason he chose to boycott and protest ag@imsa-Cola is, as he says, that he
realized “pretty quickly that probably wouldn't acaplish much because obviously Putin
wouldn't care, we decided instead we would pra@esia-Cola, because not only are they
sponsoring the Olympics in Russia, but they ardhémiddle of this huge deal: a five-

year, three billion-dollar investment in the Russmaarket.” (cf. Shelley-Reade, 2014)

Kasanoff and his campaign reached their goal ds&litatch the Coca-Cola Company’s

attention which then sent a message to the cangraigimd asked for a meeting.

Another important factor of their campaign as atgster states is the involvement of
students in the campaign and Kasanoff adds “I titimkould be upsetting if Wesleyan

didn't do anything about [the situation] becausereputation is [that] of a school that
cares [and] is really LGBT friendly and I think tthis issue is more important than a lot
of people realize.” (cf. Kasanoff gqtd. in Shellegdle, 2014)

The protesters agree on the importance of a Untydrsycott of Coca-Cola products, as
they, on long term, aim for Coca-Cola withdrawihgit investment or taking a stand in

some form.

“We want to draw attention to Wesleyan's carryih@oke and hopefully [move] to take
it off the shelves so that people can't put momsyatds Coke until they say something
or pull out of their investment in Russia” (Kasangtd. In Shelley-Reade, 2014)
According to the campaigners, the protest has dealehof attention from both, students,

as well as “people in roles of power” willing topgort the cause.
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But the protest has also led to a questioning @fftihm of protest as “pouring soda into
the city storm drainage system seems an inefficierde of protest and questioned the
decision to single out Coca-Cola from all of thei®pics sponsors.” (cf. Shelley-Reade,
2014)

But Kasanoff emphasizes the importance of protgstthich, as he says “is an issue
which we can effect, and that we should effect. Aigit now is the time to do it; we
can't wait until things get really bad”. (Kasangftl. in Shelley-Reade, 2014)

Coca Cola as one of the most famous and worldwmbsvk sponsors had to deal with
criticism and boycott. Even though the companynisvn to be a supporter of gay rights,
it sponsoring the Olympic Games put it in a positieing of protested against. “Coca-
Cola was one of the first U.S. companies to supgi@tproposed Employment Non-
Discrimination Act, which would protect employe&srh discrimination due to sexual
orientation, and its HR department has funded laides gay, bisexual and transgender
(LGBT) employees (sic!) association since 2000f” Gunther, 2013)

Yet, in times prior to the upcoming Olympic Gamesbchi, protests against Coca Cola
took place with banners reading ‘Coke: Don’'t Sportdate.” and led to demonstrators
pouring Coke products into a sewer beneath a Cota &ivertisement billboard at the

New York Times Square in September 2013.

The protests took place due to “ratcheting up etghens” as the article's author, Marc
Gunther, formulates it. He states that the presagainst the Olympic sponsors, such as
McDonald’s, General Electric, Procter & Gamble, &/@nd Samsung, rises as it is not
enough anymore “to promise not to discriminate @gfagays and lesbians” but to “(...)
become advocates and allies of groups, such dsithan rights Campaign, that fight for
equal treatment for LGBT people globally”, espdgiat times of the Russian anti-gay
law. (cf. Gunther 2013)

This is emphasized in a letter from August 29th2tritten by Chad Griffin, president

of the human rights Campaign, which addressespgbese®ring companies stating that
they “have a duty to speak out clearly on LGBT ditjgan Russia and around the world

- a duty not simply to your brands, your employaed your customers, but to LGBT
people everywhere." (Griffin qtd. in Gunther, 2013)

He adds that the brands should use their varioukeatiag and creative advertising
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resources “to build awareness and demonstrate gUipp@ GBT equality in Russia and

globally” and to “support the local LGBT communityRussia”.

Human rights Campaign additionally states that ttleynot recommend a boycott but
would rather see a cooperation of their own orgatron with the sponsors. They also set

up a website to report how sponsors deal withgked in Sochi.

Even though various voices agree with putting ai$oon Sochi and pointing out the
violence through the anti-gay law, many add thetlisBT issue which can be seen in
Russia, is more of a global problem that needsiadte Among them is Bob Witeck, an

advisor in communications on LGBT issues to big pames who says: “Granted Russia
is a giant power, and the Olympics are a globajestaso putting shame on both the
Russian host and the Games organizers makes satisalty, but the messaging itself

should be globalized, and the Russian exampleedigvith others.” Adding that, due to

more than 70 countries with laws criminalizing h@®aeual behavior, there should be a
“universal voice and human rights commitment tkaglobal, and doesn’t merely single
out one nation like Russia.” (Witeck gtd in Gunth013)

Comment on Protest

The protests taking place on the stage offeredhbyQlympic Games in Sochi 2014
attracted the media to cover the various protess;aheir forms, as well as their different
actors. Despite the cases themselves, another tiopicnedia paid attention to were
different voices and comments on protest at thenplg Games.

Ivan Sawvvine, a New York City-based Russian writennpares in his article for the
Russian Press Digest ‘A gay Russian-American exasndochi protest’ (Savvine, 2014)
-as the title says- the perception of protest fdifferent views.

According to him, the attention to the situatior,&BT’s in Russia due to the signing of
the law by President Putin in combination with @lgmpic Games in Sochi 2014 led to
“a few sharp voices” openly criticizing “that thgay propaganda’ law is nothing but a
public relations campaign by the Kremlin to distrand divert attention from Russia's
many true crises: stagnant economy, corruptiorgwiinll imprisonment and torture in

detention, prisoners of conscience, an epic dempbig&atastrophe unfolding outside of
major urban areas, with rates of HIV infection dtejal drug abuse climbing the record
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numbers.”

But Savvine says that the focusing of activistshmnissue actually leads to making “the
Kremlin’s strategy an ultimate success” and says #mong the above stated socio-

political issues, it is not the biggest issue fosBlan society.

He gives voice to a gay Russian man by quoting stating that he lives openly gay in
Moscow and that he and his friends disagree wighbihavior of gay Russians in the
U.S. who try to disrupt the Games “that Russia&hgo long to host”. And opposes the
boycott of Russian products, like the protest imvNéork City where activists dumped

Russian vodka in the streets.

According to Savvine, Russia is not the first statenvent strategic homophobia, as he
says, former U.S. president George W. Bush has slome distract the American people
from the “disastrous” Iraq war and a “looming ficégad meltdown” by pushing for a ban

on same-sex marriages. He points out that varidtisalh countries have “draconian anti-
gay laws, which in comparison with Russia's ‘gagpgaiganda’ law make Moscow and
Saint Petersburg look like magic lands of rainbawd unicorns.” Yet those not leading

to any form of protest in cities like New York.

Savvine calls that a “poisonous cocktail of ign@&mand double standards” and states
that a “profound statement about rights and lieerbf those who remain in Russia, gay

or straight” is missing. (cf. Savvine, 2014)

Kent Kirker, a U.S. citizen discusses Russia’ganticular Sochi’'s, homophobia as the
country and city prepare themselves for the So@i420lympic Winter Games. He
quotes the Mayor of Sochi who replied to the questf how he felt about gay people
saying ‘We don’t have them in our town.” To Kirkéng anti-gay law signed by Putin, is
a form of “taking unnecessary, unprecedented, autichinatory actions”. Therefore, he
welcomes President Barack Obama's decision of ltiygahe Games himself and —
instead - sending a delegation that includes opegaly athletes, to the Olympic
ceremonies. As the Olympics are a worldwide exekrisiporting event, according to
Kirker, he calls on the IOC to act as a “fully insive organization that doesn’t care about
its participants’ sexual orientations” as it hasals emphasized its aims in encouraging

a diverse and multicultural community. (cf. Kirk@014)

In his article ‘Vladimir Putin is a homophobe’ (Rhgold, 2014), Curtis Rheingold is
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very clear on his views of the Russians percepifdtGBT people: “Vladimir Putin and
the majority of the Russian population are blatamtbmophobic” and criticizes the
treatment of LGBT people which can no longer benbpgay in public with gay rights
marches and rallies being forbidden.”

It is that homophobia that led to violent prot@siMoscow which would not be intervened
by the police not try intervene and further attaocksgay men, which were filmed and

posted online, without causing any arrests by tie.

In addition, instead of dealing with the violengelaaking actions against it, Putin has
signed a decree that bans public demonstrationarankind of protest that is “not related
to the holding of the Olympic Games.”

While critics of Putin see his behavior as discniatory against LGBTSs, Putin himself is
determined to assure the competing nations ant@ethat "[they] will do everything

to make sure athletes, fans and guests feel cabferait the Olympic Games regardless
of their ethnicity, race or sexual orientation."sHiritics state that he has associated
homosexuality with pedophilia in previous statersergs well as through the anti-
propaganda-law he signed. (cf. Rheingold, 2014)

An article with a different approach is written Marc Bennetts. Bennetts’ views and
compares different sides to the Russian treatmebG8Ts and compares it with other
nations and their laws, in an attempt of showirggttpic in a different light.

He states that “the ferocious row over the Krerslimotorious anti-gay law in the run-up
to the Sochi Olympics has sparked a bout of Rusa&ting that is not only often unfair,

but also counter-productive (sic!).”

While he does criticize the law passed by Presiéenin as an “unnecessary, clumsy
piece of legislation” that is “solely to boost soppfor Putin in Russia’s conservative
heartland”, he at the same time criticizes westgrponents whose criticism he calls
“hysterical and hypocritical” and which he says Isasnetimes gone too far quoting
statements by Stephen Fry and U.S. show host Jay Wwho has compared the Russian

law to the Nazis treatment of Jews.

Bennetts analyzes the perception and consequehaesstern criticism which could,
according to him, play into the Kremlin’s hands dadhe fact that its media is known

for putting an effort into finding ‘western incosgencies’, which it could find in crime
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statistics of the UK, as well as ‘sodomy laws’lgiisting in 10 U.S. States. At the same
time, he does point out the importance of suppgrtiGBT people in Russia by the
international community, but that it should be domgh a “sense of perspective”.
He continues to neutralize the law and its effenisLGBTs by stating numbers of
consequences the law had on people and how hate-committers did get punished

contrary to various other news reports on the topic

In addition, he criticizes the one-sided media cage of Russia’s law stating that is has
been named one of the most-draconian laws whiler otfitions such as Nigeria and India
have much stricter laws on LGBTs and Saudi Aralilh executing homosexuals, a
country which U.S. President Obama was said to haleng history of friendship” with
while he used the political attention to join thgponents of Russia by stating he has “no

patience for Russia’s gay propaganda law”.

Bennett ends his article by pointing out the imance of a “measured, accurate and,
above all consistent” criticism if protesters wamtachieve any kind of influence on
Russia. (cf. Bennetts, 2014)

Resume on Protest

As a Resume on protest at the Games, The Guardias sp the issues that raised
concerns about the Sochi Winter Olympic Games 28dl states that those are not
expected to vanish entirely. As the costs of then&a along with security fears and
human rights concerns surrounded the Games aneldoalyig role in the media coverage,
they will be remembered just as images that filed/spaper articles of Pussy Riot band
members being whipped by Cossacks in front of tlyenPic logo.

The article recalls the protest by a coalition 8ftiman rights groups that called on the
IOC to be more critical in the choice of its hosites and concludes with stating that at
these Olympic Games no podium protest took pladechy according to quoted I0C
president Thomas Bach was due to the fact that Gaemes are not about political
disagreements. They are not about political condétion.” (Bach qtd. in The Guardian,
2014d)

The Washington Post quotes the human rights Watgarzation as they state their
opinion on the Sochi Winter Games. To them, the &amere “defined by sweeps:
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arrests of peaceful critics that are wholly incetesit with Olympic ideals of human

dignity.” Arguing that not only human rights issussrrounded the Games but also
corruption and crackdowns on environmentalistsyelbas attacks against other activists
leading to a broad coverage by western media amdeheral opinion of Russia being a
“backward country”. Which the opposite voice madsaid in the article, the one of

Vladimir Pozner, a famous TV spokesman and authbooks intending to explain the

Soviet Union’s view on topics, clearly denies. Pazariticizes the Western media for
overstating security worries and setting up a stafgerovocative images “rather than

probing more deeply into what the 2014 Olympics@spnt in the context of Russian
history” as, to him, the Western media failed toobgective. (cf. The Washington Post,
2014)

Conclusio

The analysis of the media coverage of protest witie field of the Olympic Games gives
deep insights into how the Olympic Games provitl@aasnational publicity platform for

human rights activism.

As the Olympic Games are the biggest internatigpakt event that includes not only
athletes but various actors with different intesegtprovides a publicity platform like no
other event does. Those different actors use fa#fopn for activism in various forms

and ways, which the analysis of the different ppbtases and its forms, shows.

When analyzing the different newspaper articleseamnng protest at the Olympic games
in Sochi 2014, the answer to the question “In whiays and to what effect have the
Olympics provided a publicity platform for humaxghis activism?” can be found and it
becomes clear how the Olympics offer a wide spettaf publicity platform for
transnational human rights activism in the pictofethe Transnational theory. The
guestion whether the use of the Olympic Games atage of protest is successful,
measured in its presence in the media, can be asdweoking at the numerous
worldwide published articles in the internationalns coverage as the aim of protesters
and activists is to raise awareness on their protesssues.
The various strategies implemented by campaignedsteze form of protest, as well as

political implications can be detected in the asely
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As can be seen in the data, the reasons for ptése Olympic Winter Games 2014 in
Sochi differ, from some caused by environmentaléssto others such as, in the case of

Sochi the most protests causing, human rights.

But not only do the reasons of protest differ. 4 bariety can also be found in the forms
of protest, like governmental protest and boyasheral boycott, sponsor protest, protest
by athletes, as well as local protest by activietigs and artists.

Furthermore, the various ways of protest, like ba-protest by athletes, globally-
impacted-protest by governments and activist grqupsest, show how the Olympics
platform is used for protest, its diversity of thays it is used and its effectiveness, as the

various protests lead to a worldwide media covelagaternational newspapers.

The analysis of that media coverage presents tH&TL&hd Russian anti-gay law issue
surrounding the 2014 Sochi Winter Games as the maitest issue as it is strongly

connected to human rights protest and activism.

No other topic caused as many protests and therefiso reports in the international
media as the LGBT issue. The articles includeddhictory characteristics about the
issue of the Russian anti-gay law and how it leadsrotest and human rights activism,

as well as coverage of protests and actions takerctvists.

The results of the analysis presenting variousoregsforms and ways of protest, and
their effectiveness measured through the presemdkei media, amplify the role the

Olympic Games play as a publicity platform for hummgghts activism.

Outlook

Due to Brazil being a country of corruption and exy that has to deal with a huge gap
between its rich and poor population, the Gamesftilawed Sochi, in Rio de Janeiro

in 2016, already had taken a spot in Olympic hisewen before the Games took place.
Protests and public debate on failing human rightsady caught the attention of media

and activists throughout the world before the Games

But not only the awarding of Rio with the Olympia@es, but also awarding Russia with
the FIFA World Cup 2018 has already led to varioesaspaper reports of stated concern

on issues such as the right to protest, as Mikkaindlin, member of the Greenpeace
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Sochi campaign states: “If the [anti-protest] measware successful, it is possible that
they will be used during the World Cup as well. (W need more security, but here we
could be seeing the restriction of basic right®tésidential Order Bans Protests in Sochi
during the Olympics.” (Kreindlin gtd. in RusDatadline, 2013)

As the Olympic Games and other international spwents will continue to take place
and bring the world together on a global stageait be expected that the use of the

platform for protest will continue as well.

Therefore, a continuous study on protest and pro@gelopment, also with regards to
the transnational theory and the development imstrational activism, is of interest. The
method of this thesis offers a tool for future sesl and examination of the link of
politics and sport and the phenomenon of the usafg¢he global platform for

transnational activism.

Further would be a detailed long-term study ofres$g in which the evolution of protest
and rising numbers of transnational activist groupsomparison to the evolution in the
international political environment would be exaedn alongside with a possible
outcome of protest, measured in actual impactws End politics in general.
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Abstract - English

The Olympic Games can be seen as the biggest evira world, not only in sports, but
as a cultural phenomenon, bringing together thet states and nations in event history.
Even though it is not a secret that the Olympicgehlaeen used as a stage of protest
throughout history, the publicity platform it ofiehas barely ever been looked at from a
transnational, political point of view.

The Olympics were founded on the idea of ‘Humauaity Unity’, to bring the world
together in competition and peace. Yet throughastohy it has become clear that
Olympics are not solely about sports and competibiat have been used for political
intentions.

While the first half of the modern Olympic Gamessthp dealt with protest on a state
level, like boycotts and bans, throughout the Iatears, a transformation in protest
towards a transnational activism can be seenjrgjdrt the 1960s, when state bans and
boycotts were joined by demonstrations and, motenpfrotest by non-governmental
groups.

In the Olympic protest history, one cause of protepeatedly appears: Human Rights.
Since the Olympic Games bring the world togethieeyt at the same time give the
opportunity for protesters to point out issues aatbe awareness by providing a
transnational base, which enables protest to grom flomestic to a global awareness.
Through the Olympics, actors have a chance to tes@maerns that would otherwise
possibly remain unseen by the rest of the world.

One of the most famous protest at the Olympic Gamaessin 1968 in Mexico when two
African-American athletes raised their gloved fsthe sky wanting to raise awareness
to race segregation in the United States. Despagel@C’s ambition and rule to keep
politics out of the Olympic Games, the picture wardund the world and remains -till
today- one of the most remembered protests in Qlymphistory.
Ever since, Human Rights protest by advocacy grdwgss grown using the Olympic

Games’ unique platform seen by the entire world.

Most recent, the Olympic Games in Sochi 2014 arghan example of how important
the Games are in the fight for Human Rights.

Prior to the Games, in 2013 President Putin an&tkel passed a law criminalizing the
propaganda of LGBT: the ‘anti-LGBT’ law stating ttay positive statement concerning
LGBT is seen as propaganda and will be punished.



While Putin excused the law to be for the ‘protectof children’, world-wide LGBT and
Human Rights advocates saw a clear discriminatadraad an endangerment towards
LGBT people, as it decriminalized so-called hatmes.

Soon those advocacy groups started to raise avsmendghe picture of the Olympic
Games taking place in Sochi a year later. And tiinout the world, protests took place
and activists joined in to address their governs\eg well as the International Olympic
Committee, forcing them to take a stand on theeissu

Despite the fact that the law in Russia is not etgu to change, the protest on the
platform of the Olympic Games in Sochi raised waitte awareness on the topic and

led to inner-country discussions, domestic debatelsglobal activism.



Abstract — German

Die Olympischen Spiele kénnen nicht nur als daf3grdEvent der Welt bezeichnet
werden, sondern vielmehr als ein kulturelles Phédaromas weltweit Staaten und

Nationen vereint.

Obwohl es bekannt ist, dass die Olympischen Spadke Buhne fur Proteste
instrumentalisiert werden, ist die 6ffentliche Etam die sie bieten, bisher kaum unter
einem transnationalen, politischen Aspekt untersuch worden.
Die Olympischen Spiele wurden auf der Idee der ,8tdheit und Einheit' begrindet,
mit dem Ziel, die Welt in Wettkampf und Frieden amsnenzufuhren. Jedoch wird bei
naheren Betrachtens der Entwicklung der Spielelideutlass es hierbei nicht nur um
Sport und Wettkampf geht, sondern dass diese viwlriie politische Zwecke genutzt
wurden.

Wahrend in der ersten Halfte der modernen OlympiscBpiele meist Proteste auf
staatlicher Ebene stattgefunden haben, wie bevepigt Boykotts und Sperren, kann in
der zweiten Halfte eine Entwicklung hin zu transmalem Aktivismus festgestellt
werden - angefangen in den 1960er Jahren als ssbin amd mehr Demonstrationen von

nichtstaatlichen Gruppierungen zu den staatlicheteBten anschlossen.
Hierbei wiederholte sich ein Ausloser fur Protestener wieder: Human Rights.

Dadurch, dass sie die Welt zusammenbringen, une teansnationale Basis bieten,
ermoglichen die Spiele die Madoglichkeit fur Protestnde auf Angelegenheiten
hinzuweisen, und eine Aufmerksamkeit auf dieseenkeén, welches ein Wachsen des
Protests von inlandischer hin zu einer globalen mfarksamkeit ermaoglicht.
Durch die Olympischen Spiele und ihre Buhne habktiv&tinnen die Moéglichkeit auf
Missstande hinzuweisen, die andernfalls eventweti Rest der Welt unbeachtet bleiben
wirden.

Einer der bekanntesten Proteste bei OlympischezleSwiar der in Mexiko im Jahr 1968,
als zwei Afro-Amerikaner ihre behandschuhte Fawsh Himmel streckten mit der
Absicht gegen die Rassentrennung in den USA zu dsmeren. Obwohl das
Internationale Komitee die Ambition und Regel végfe, keine Politik bei den Spielen
zuzulassen, ging das Bild des Protests um die Wheltist bis heute ein unvergessener

Olympischer Moment.



Seitdem kann ein stetiger Anstieg der Nutzung dezigartigen Plattform, welche die

Spiele bieten, fir Human Rights Proteste verzeictveeden.

Die Winter Spiele in Sochi, Russland, 2014 sindvegiteres Beispiel dafur, wie wichtig
die Olympischen Spiele im Human Rights Kampf sind.

Den Spielen vorangegangen ist das Verabschiedes &esetzes von Prasident Putin
und dem Kreml in 2013, welches die ,Propaganda‘ilomosexualitat unter Strafe stellt:
Dieses ,anti-LGBT' Gesetz besagt, dass jede p@siliulRerung hinsichtlich LGBT als
Propaganda angesehen und bestraft wird.

Wahrend Putin das Gesetz als ,Schutz der Kinderéioclnet, sehen es weltweite LGBT
und Human Rights Advokaten als eine klare Diskrieing und Gefahrdung von LGBT
in Russland, da das Gesetz sogenannte Hass-Veebrdekkriminalisiert.

Die Aktivistinnen warteten nicht lange und stantekeampagnen im Hinblick auf die in
Sochi stattfindenden Spiele. Es folgten weltwerta&ste und Menschenrechtler wandten
sich an ihre jeweiligen Regierungen und an dasnatenale Olympische Komitee, um
sie zu einer Stellungnahme zu zwingen.

Obwohl keine Anderung des Gesetzes erwartet wifthfften es die weltweiten Proteste
auf der Plattform der Olympischen Spiele, globalgfmerksamkeit auf die Lage in

Russland zu lenken. Dies fuhrte zu inlandischekisionen und globalem Aktivismus.
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