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Abstract

This paper is dedicated to analyzing the huge work and efforts of an Armenian Diaspora

residing in the United States of America for the purpose of gaining international recognition

and condemnation of the Armenian Genocide – one of the most shocking war crimes

committed by the Ottoman Empire during the years of WWI.

Although there are several countries where lots of Armenian have found asylum after the

genocide, forming big communities, the Armenian community in the USA is worth

examining in terms of its size, structure, and political importance.

One of the most interesting aspects of this work is that the study will not be limited to the

group level, but it will particularly refer to certain individual stories to show the formation of

a collective memory that became a part of national identity. Speaking of the Armenian

Genocide, the well-known story of Aurora Mardiganian will be highlighted to give the

readers an example of how the lives of thousands of Armenians have changed and impacted

the formation of big Armenian communities abroad.

By the same token, speaking of the diaspora efforts aimed at public awareness and

recognition of the aforementioned war crime the paper will again bridge both individuals’

endeavors residing in the USA (mostly public figures) and collective endeavors in the face of

well-known and most active lobbyist groups such as the Armenian National Committee of

America.

Considering the fact the current Republic of Türkiye still refuses to face the history, and

continues the denial of the Armenian Genocide, the last part of the paper will refer to the

bilateral relations of the United States of America and the Republic of Türkiye and bilateral

relations of the Republic of Armenia and the Republic of Türkiye to understand the core

political, economic, and military interests of these parties that undermine the recognition

process. For example, it is not a secret that the Republic of Türkiye is the biggest ally of the

USA within the framework of NATO, and this cooperation has a major role when it comes to

issues that Türkiye has with its adversaries. Therefore the paper will try to illustrate the

possible changes in these bilateral relations and assess the impact on the recognition process.

While discussing the nature of Armenian-Turkish relations, the paper will conclude its results

of October 2022 as the normalization process between the two countries is still ongoing and

several important meetings are planned for the future.
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Zusammenfassung

Dieses Papier widmet sich der Analyse der enormen Arbeit und Bemühungen einer

armenischen Diaspora, die in den Vereinigten Staaten von Amerika lebt, um internationale

Anerkennung und Verurteilung des Völkermords an den Armeniern zu erlangen – eines der

schockierendsten Kriegsverbrechen des Osmanischen Reiches in den Jahren des Ersten

Weltkriegs.

Obwohl es mehrere Länder gibt, in denen viele Armenier nach dem Völkermord Asyl

gefunden haben und große Gemeinschaften bilden, ist die armenische Gemeinschaft in den

USA hinsichtlich ihrer Größe, Struktur und politischen Bedeutung zu untersuchen.

Einer der interessantesten Aspekte dieser Arbeit ist, dass die Studie nicht auf die

Gruppenebene beschränkt sein wird, sondern sich insbesondere auf bestimmte

Einzelgeschichten bezieht, um die Bildung eines kollektiven Gedächtnisses aufzuzeigen, das

Teil der nationalen Identität wurde. In Bezug auf den Völkermord an den Armeniern wird die

bekannte Geschichte von Aurora Mardiganian hervorgehoben, um den Lesern ein Beispiel

dafür zu geben, wie sich das Leben Tausender Armenier verändert und die Bildung großer

armenischer Gemeinschaften im Ausland beeinflusst hat.

Aus dem gleichen Grund wird das Papier, wenn es um die Bemühungen der Diaspora geht,

die auf das öffentliche Bewusstsein und die Anerkennung des oben genannten

Kriegsverbrechens abzielen, erneut sowohl die Bemühungen von Einzelpersonen mit

Wohnsitz in den USA (hauptsächlich Persönlichkeiten des öffentlichen Lebens) als auch

kollektive Bemühungen angesichts bekannter und aktivster Lobbyartengruppen wie dem

armenischen Nationalkomitee von Amerika(ANCA).

In Anbetracht der Tatsache, dass sich die gegenwärtige Republik Türkei immer noch

weigert, sich der Geschichte zu stellen und weiterhin den Völkermord an den Armeniern

leugnet, wird sich der letzte Teil des Papiers auf die bilateralen Beziehungen der Vereinigten

Staaten von Amerika und der Republik Türkei sowie auf die bilateralen Beziehungen

beziehen der Republik Armenien und der Republik Türkei, um die politischen,

wirtschaftlichen und militärischen Kerninteressen dieser Parteien zu verstehen, die den

Anerkennungsprozess untergraben. Zum Beispiel ist es kein Geheimnis, dass die Republik

Türkei der größte Verbündete der USA im Rahmen der NATO ist, und diese Zusammenarbeit

spielt eine wichtige Rolle, wenn es um Fragen geht, die die Türkei mit ihren Gegnern hat.
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Daher wird das Papier versuchen, die möglichen Veränderungen in diesen bilateralen

Beziehungen aufzuzeigen und die Auswirkungen auf den Anerkennungsprozess zu bewerten.

Während die Natur der armenisch-türkischen Beziehungen erörtert wird, wird das Papier

seine Ergebnisse vom Oktober 2022 abschließen, da die Normalisierungsphase zwischen den

beiden Ländern noch andauert und für die Zukunft mehrere wichtige Treffen geplant sind.
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Abbreviations

ANCA - Armenian National Committee of America

ANCA-WR - Armenian National Committee of America West Region

ARF - Armenian Revolutionary Alliance Party

ARS - Activities of the Armenian Relief Society

CFSP - Common Foreign and Security Policy

IAGS - International Association of Genocide Scholars

NATO - North Atlantic Treaty Organization

NKR - Nagorno-Karabakh Republic

OSCE - Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe

RA- Republic of Armenia

RAK - Ramkavar Liberal Party

SDHAP - Social-Democratic Hnchankyan party

SOAD - System of a Down

TASC - The Turkish American community

USA - The United States of America

UK - The United Kingdom 

WWI - World War I
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What is the Armenian Genocide?

The atrocities and mass killings committed against the Armenian people of the

Ottoman Empire during WWI (specifically 1915-1917) are defined as the Armenian

Genocide.1 As a result of the mass killings, it’s estimated that around 1.5 million Armenians

were killed, and the Armenian population dropped from two million to fewer than 400,000.2

The aforementioned events and the lack of accountability for the crime later inspired Polish

lawyer Raphael Lemkin to conceptualize the concept of genocide.3

There is no exact date as of the start of the Armenian Genocide since the crime was

accompanied by various policies that were aimed to exterminate a large group of Armenians.4

It’s believed that the Armenian Genocide was committed in several stages including drafting

Armenian men into the army, where they eventually were killed, detaining around 235

Armenian intellectuals in prisons and executing them, as well as deporting Armenian women

and children to the deserts of Syria and Iraq where they were either killed or Islamized.5 The

commemoration date of the Armenian Genocide is every year April 24.

Turkish historians believe that during the war Armenian population has been relocated,

rather than deported to a “safer zone” because Turks were suspecting that some Armenian

groups might be engaged in a collaboration with the Russian army.6 However, it’s not quite

possible that over a million people could die from a relocation or a replacement.7

Additionally, it should be noted that the current Turkish Republic, denies the event of the

Genocide because of the legal value of the term, whereas it agrees with the fact that

Armenians have had lots of sufferings during the war along with Turkish soldiers.

7 Smith W. R., Markusen E., Lifton R., ibid.

6 The official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkiye. “The Events of 1915 and
the Turkish-Armenian Controversy over History: An Overview”. Available at:
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/the-events-of-1915-and-the-turkish-armenian-controversy-over-history_-an-overview.en.
mfa. Accessed on 15/12/2022.

5 Smith W., Markusen E., Lifton R., “Professional Ethics and the Denial of Armenian Genocide”, p. 2.
Available at: http://anca.org/assets/pdf/armenian_genocide_reference/professionalethics_lifton.pdf, Accessed on
15/12/2022.

4 The official website of the University of Minnesota, Holocaust and Genocide studies.
Available at: https://cla.umn.edu/chgs/holocaust-genocide-education/resource-guides/armenia. Accessed on
15/12/2022.

3 The official website of the Auschwitz institute for the prevention of genocide and mass atrocities.
Available at: http://www.auschwitzinstitute.org/news/armenian-genocide-remembrance-day/. Accessed on
15/12/2022.

2 The official website of the Holocaust Museum Houston. Available at:
https://hmh.org/library/research/genocide-in-armenia-guide/ Accessed on 15/12/2022.

1 The official website of the Foreign Affairs of Armenia.
Available at: https://www.mfa.am/en/genocide, Accessed on 15/12/2022.
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There are currently 31 countries that recognized the Armenian Genocide.8 Although the

Republic of Austria has been mentioned in the list of countries that recognized the crime as a

Genocide, it should be fairly stated that the referral and declaration made by the Austrian

Parliament have only a symbolic meaning, since it didn’t result in passing any legal

resolution or a law.

On the event of 100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide on 22 April 2015, the

president of the Austrian parliament, Doris Bures, invited her fellow parliamentarians to join

in a moment of silence in memory of the victims of the Armenian genocide.9 Afterward, the

six fractions of the parliament also issued a joint statement declaring that Austria, as a former

ally of the Ottoman Empire, had a “duty to recognize and condemn these horrific events as

genocide”.10

For the Armenian community living in the Republic of Austria, this referral to the

Armenian Genocide was welcomed with great excitement and hope. This was the first time

that the Austrian Parliament made a such statement about the Armenian Genocide marking a

consequential impact on Austrian-Armenian relations.

10Austrian MPs recognize the Armenian Genocide, 22/04/2015. Available at:
https://www.thelocal.at/20150422/austrian-mps-recognise-armenian-genocide/. Accessed on 15/12/2022.

9Austria refers to Armenian “genocide”, 22/04/2015.
Available at: https://www.dw.com/en/austrian-parliamentarians-acknowledge-armenian-genocide/a-18398976.
Accessed on 15/12/2022.

8The official website of the Armenian National Institute.
Available at: https://www.armenian-genocide.org/recognition_countries.html. Accessed on 15/12/2022.
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Introduction

“The Armenian had blue eyes,

The Armenian had golden hair

And when the Armenian soil is burned

And when the sons of the Armenians fell,

And the eyes of the Armenian have turned black,

And the hair of the Armenian has turned black”…11

I have grown up in a family whose grandparents were the victims of one of the most horrific

crimes against humanity – the Armenian Genocide. Since my childhood, I have been an

active listener of my grandmother’s stories who was telling me the story of her parents in

tears saying that they survived the genocide and found an asylum in Eastern Armenia. She

kept mentioning that she is a girl from Van12, Western Armenia, and begging us to bring some

soil from there and put it on her grave when she is gone. My grandmother is gone now and I

owe her a piece of soul from her motherland.

I am still finding it quite controversial to name her stories as an inspiration for me to write

this paper, however, I am confident to have all the evidence and capabilities to refer to the

relevance of the issue in the 21st-century reality and specifically in the academic field. My

“excuse” is that “such crimes are more crimes than others”, and they can never be outdated

unless they are not recognized and punished worldwide.

Research question and the structure of the analyses
This paper is committed to investigating the role of the Armenian Diaspora in the

recognition processes of the Armenian Genocide. As we live in a fast-changing and evolving

world, lots of political issues such as the issue of recognition of the Armenian Genocide

depends not only on the efforts of state actors but also on the efforts of non-state ones. In this

12 Van, city, eastern Turkey, situated on the eastern shore of Lake Van. The city lies at an elevation of about
5,750 feet (1,750 meters) in an oasis at the foot of a hill crowned by an ancient ruined citadel The region fell to
the Seljuq Turks after their victory over Byzantium (1071) and was later annexed by the Ottoman Empire in
1543. Russian forces occupied the city from 1915 to 1917, during World War I.
Available at: https://kids.britannica.com/scholars/article/MTV/74755. Accessed on 4/09/2022.

11 Sahakyan Y., “Sung by my grandmother which is still alive in my head. The song was always following the
stories of my grandmother and it has become one of the parcels of my collective memory”. Yerevan 1970.
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sense, our non-state actor is the Armenian Diaspora residing in the United States of America

since it is estimated to be the second biggest Diaspora community of Armenians worldwide.

The research question of this paper is the following: “How Armenian Diaspora in the USA

can have an effect on the country’s strategic goals with a specific emphasis on the recognition

process of the Armenian Genocide”. As the sphere of “Global Studies” provides a broad

framework for research where the main actors are not only state but also non-state actors such

as communities, diasporas, and lobbyist groups, I consider that the topic of my research

perfectly fits in the field. More particularly my research will refer to several fields of Global

Studies: Global History, Political Science, and International Relations.

In order to answer the aforementioned research question, there are several objectives that I

rose in my research, those are the following:

● Examining the establishment of the Armenian Diaspora in the USA, and its main

characteristics;

● Analyzing Foreign Policy goals of the Republic of Armenia and the diaspora

involvement in them;

● Investigating the individual and institutional involvement of the Armenian Diaspora

in the USA in the public awareness of the Armenian Genocide;

● Understanding the position of official Washington, the Biden administration and the

Congress towards the issue of Armenian Genocide, the reasons behind and the role of the

Armenian diaspora;

● Studying and analyzing the official messages of the US presidents on the

Remembrance day of the Armenian Genocide (April 24) and depicting their narratives till

president Joe Biden;

● Unlocking the nature of the Turkish-American relations in several fields and their

possible impact on the Recognition process of the Armenian Genocide.

With the aim of achieving my objectives, I have divided this paper into three chapters and

each of those provides answers to my research question. The chapters themselves consist of

several subchapters.

My first chapter is aimed to describe the results of the Armenian Genocide and the

evolution of the Armenian diaspora in the USA, studying Armenians in the Ottoman Empire,

the Stages of the Armenian Genocide, the post-genocide period, and foreign efforts and the

Armenians abroad and the diaspora diplomacy. Defining diaspora diplomacy, here we have
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also deeply analyzed the institutional potential of the Armenian diaspora, the role of the

Armenian diaspora in the context of foreign policy agenda, and Armenians in the USA.

The second chapter talks about the main activities of the Armenian Diaspora in the USA

aimed at condemnation and recognition of the crime. This part of the work mainly

emphasizes the political potential of the Armenian-American community, on individual and

institutional levels, aiming vividly to observe and present the ensuring justice for the

Armenian Genocide.

The third chapter refers to the political atmosphere of Turkish-American relations while

analyzing the dynamics of Turkish-American Relations․ It is impossible to examine the issue

of the Armenian genocide without referring to the relations that the Republic of Türkiye has

with the “host” country. For this purpose, the third chapter analyzes the nature of

Turkish-American relations from different aspects (e.g., political, and military). It is not a

secret that the Republic of Türkiye is the biggest ally of the USA within the framework of

NATO and this cooperation, along with other political questions, has a major role when it

comes to issues that Türkiye has with its adversaries. Therefore, the chapter will try to

illustrate the possible changes in these bilateral relations and assess the impact on the

recognition process.

Methodological Approach and theoretical framework

There are several methods applied in this research which are mainly qualitative in their

sense. Those include a case study, historical study, content analysis, and documentary

analysis. The idea of the case study becomes obvious while taking a look at the title of this

paper which refers to the concrete community – the Armenian-American diaspora residing in

the USA. While the countries with the presence of huge Armenian communities reach almost

100, picking one of the most influential ones in the world gives me a chance to narrow down

the topic and examine it to the fullest I can.

Speaking of the other method applied in this paper, I want to highlight the historical study

which has mainly been used in the first and third chapters. The Genocide itself is a historical

reality, hence the topic itself could not be fully understood without a reference to the

historical facts and their chronology. In the first chapter, this method helped me to analyze the
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“genocidal” and “post-genocidal” phases that led to the establishment of the Armenian

diaspora. While in the third chapter the historical method helped to go back to the facts and

important occasions that took place and eventually affected the nature of Turkish-American

relations.

Content analyses and documentary analyses are mostly applied in the second chapter. First

of all, it would have been impossible to examine the main activities and efforts of the

diaspora communities and individuals without referring to the speeches they have made since

sometimes the speech itself is more powerful than the actual “policy”. Therefore, I tried to

bring up the speeches, messages, and tweets of the powerful individuals who tried to gain

recognition and raise awareness with all possible means they have. The same method has also

been used while analyzing the speeches of the US president on the topic of the Armenian

Genocide. The seemingly less important words gave a huge significance to the context while

presenting the official approach of the country.

Last but not least, I used the documentary analysis method in order to assess the

effectiveness of the diaspora while studying the official resolutions passed by the US Senate

and House of Representatives which are of great importance for the process.

Theoretical framework: In every field of human activity, great attention is paid to

preserving the heritage of the past. What we recognize - our feelings, impressions, or

movements leave some kind of trace in our memory, which can be preserved for a long time

and under appropriate conditions can reappear and become an object of consciousness.

Maybe that is the reason why the problem of memory has been at the center of the attention

of scientists for centuries. Remembrance is concerned with the preservation, reproduction,

and transmission of the heritage of the past. Thanks to this, information is accumulated drop

by drop without losing the elements of the previous one. “Without memory, we would be

instant existences. Our past would be dead to the future, and our present... would disappear

into the past.”13

As for the “collective memory” or “memory culture” in the 1980s the discussions that

began seemed to promise that for the first time in the history of the world, a special place

would be allocated to the memories of the victims, and therefore to the victims themselves.

Let me recall the names of several heroes of those discussions, such as Jacques le Goff, Pierre

Nora, Aleida, and Jan Assmann. When it comes to “memory”, it is strongly linked to some

particular form of politics. In that policy must be built a binding, global memory for all, for

13 Nemov R., “General foundations of psychology”, book 1, “Enlightenment”, M., 1994, p.184.
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which the diversity of individual experiences does not play a key role at all. On the contrary,

there is an interest in “memory” as a moral imperative, universally applicable and devoid of

particular experiences. At the core of the concept of memory as a moral imperative is, for

example, Holocaust, with the attention certainly no longer focused primarily on the structure

of National Socialist violence politics or its victims, rather, the focus is on the Holocaust’s

status as a universal symbol. The theory is appropriate in understanding the “victimhood”

memory of the Armenian nation as a survivor of the Armenian Genocide. While the

Holocaust and the Armenian Genocide differ from each other in some aspects, the

symbolization of the tragedy helps us to build a concept that is global and morally binding for

everyone.

In the generalized moral understanding of the “Holocaust”, all experiences of violence

were to be dissolved and future violence to be thwarted. This strategy of memory politics

certainly has profound consequences for the Holocaust memory itself. Because such a

generalization would result in the memory of the Holocaust being taken out of its own

immediate context, removed from its underlying experience, and thus ultimately subsumed.14

The French historian Pierre Nora’s “Between memory and history” was a great basis for

the work. “Places of Memory”, in which he writes that the “acceleration of history” makes us

aware of the difference between real, social, and undisturbed memory, and history. The first

emerges and is also kept as a secret in so-called primitive or archaic societies, and the second,

history, is the way in which our hopelessly forgetful modern societies organize the past as

they change. Accordingly, Pierre Nora argues that recent history has attempted to take over

collective memory.

In the article “the problem of places”15 Nora tries to find new ways of writing history,

which will not focus on specific events, but on highlighting their interpretations and

differences. Starting with “commemoration”, he gradually comes to memory and then to the

problem of the relationship between memory and history. As Ricoeur observed16, in general,

the relationship between history and memory in Nora's theory is distinguished by three

thematic rhythms: first, the rupture that appeared between memory and history; memory,

which is “only a story, a trace, and a choice”, has lost the “relevance of history and

16 Halbwachs M., “La Mémoire collective”, ibid., pp. 523-525.

15 Halbwachs M., “La Mémoire collective”, Paris: P. U. F., 1968, p. 36, Nora P., «Entre mémoire et histoire: la
problématique des lieux», dans Nora P. (ed.), Les lieux de mémoire (Bibliothèque illustrée des histoires), tome
1, La République chapitre sur les monuments aux morts, Paris: Gallimard, 1984.

14 Marchart O., “Umkämpfte Gegenwart. Der Zivilisationsbruch Auschwitz zwischen Singularität, Partikularität,
Universalität, und der Globalisierung der Erinnerung, in: Zivilisationsbruch und Gedächtniskultur:, hrsg.
Heidemarie Uhl, Innsbruck 2003, pp. 35-66.
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memory”17, secondly, the loss of history-memory. “Memory is talked about because it no

longer exists”18, thirdly, after the rupture between history and memory and the loss of

history/memory, a new type of memory appears: “memory arrested by history”19.

In this juxtaposition, memory for Nora is a personal lived experience. Living memory is in

flux, open to the dialectic of recall and forgetting, and existing in the present. History, on the

contrary, is always a problematic and incomplete reconstruction of what is already in the past;

“Memory is always a contemporary phenomenon, an eternally lived connection with the

present. And history is the representation of the past. Memory, due to its sensitive and

magical nature, coexists only with the details that suit it. ... History, as an intellectual and

worldly activity, calls for research and critical discussion (discourse)”.20 Hence, the recovery

of existence “destroyed or taken away by the traces of the past” through the so-called “places

of memory” (les lieux de mémoire); “from memory to history, from the world of our

ancestors to the world of accidental relation to our creator, the transition from totemic history

to critical history; this is the time for places to remember. They no longer glorify the nation,

but study its glorifications”21. Moreover, “places of memory” appear in opposition to

historical cycles of memory, as well as replacing authentic and immediate “collective

memory”. And according to the “places of memory” project, researched objects must be

“constructed” as places. That is, the historian must start from the extra-historical reality of the

subject and find the “symbolic reality and bring back the memory”. Success depends on the

author's ability to “connect the symbolic whole to the symbolic fragments.” In other words,

modern memory, transformed by history, is linked to writing, which is already the memory of

the “archive”. Moreover, the “theater of memory” (archive) has become a tangible reality, in

which “historians embodied the past that they wanted to remember”.22

Thus, in Nora’s theory, although the feature of opposition and collision between history

and memory is more actively manifested, at the same time, the “places of memory” taken as

the focal point of the combination of memory and historical spheres act as a junction of

inter-sphere coupling.

Diaspora Diplomacy: The term Diaspora comes from the Greek word “diaspeiro” which

literally means to scatter. In the 3rd century BC in the Greek translation of the Bible, the

perception of the Diaspora (diaspeiro-diaspora) was identified with a threat of inevitable

22 Ibid.
21 Ibid, p. 25.
20 Ibid., p. 17.
19 Ibid., p. 15.
18 Ibid., p. 12.
17 Nora P. (dir.) I, ibid., p. 18.
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scattering of Jews if they disobeyed God’s will.23 It is obvious that the last 150 years have had

a huge impact not only on the term “Diaspora” but also on its structure and the circles of

transformation. The essence of contemporary diasporas is an understudied phenomenon of

the combination of social, ethnic, and political factors, resulting in the emergence of global

ethnic enclaves that cross-cultural and state borders.24

However, G. Schaefer argues that the term “Diaspora” is not a modern concept, since

some countries have had historical diasporas even during the Middle Ages and which are also

alive nowadays.25 Another more complex definition for the term “Diaspora” is given by the

International Organization of Migration which considers diasporas as “members of ethnic and

national communities, who have left but maintain links with their homelands.”26 Currently,

there are different countries having huge communities abroad, such as Indian, Chinese,

Russian, Polish, and Jewish diasporas residing worldwide. The activities that are carried out

by those communities vary from country to country based on the roadmap and elaborated

Foreign Policy agenda. It is necessary to take into account that, diaspora-creating flows are

formed not only as a result of voluntary decisions of its constituents but also as a result of

genocide, ethnic cleansing, displacement, persecution, and repression. If in the first case these

persons have the opportunity to choose their new environment, then in the second case, as a

rule, this environment is imposed. Therefore, in both of the circumstances mentioned above,

the ethnic group must create effective mechanisms and systems to ensure its stability, which

will help to overcome the challenges caused by integration and, therefore, the preservation of

identity.

Speaking of the term “Diaspora Diplomacy”' it should be highlighted that the academic

sources currently lack a concrete and exact definition of “Diaspora Diplomacy”. One of the

scholars from the “New Diplomacy” study fields particularly considers Diaspora Diplomacy

as “...a collective action that is directed, and sustained by the energy of a broad range of

migrants who influence another country’s culture, politics, and economics in a manner that is

mutually beneficial for the homeland and the host country.”27

I consider one of the main characteristics of the above-mentioned concept is the initiation

of pro-patriotic activities in the host country promoting the bilateral relations between the

countries concerned (the homeland and the host country). Within this context, Diasporas can

27 Gonzales J., “2012 in Constant & Zimmermann”, 2016, p. 20.

26 Ionescu D., “Engaging Diasporas as Development Partners for Home and Destination Countries: Challenges
for Policymakers”, 2006, p. 13.

25 Sheffer G., “Diaspora Politics: At Home Abroad”, Cambridge University Press, 2003, p. 33.
24 Popkov V., “The phenomenon of ethnic diasporas”. M., 2003.
23 Dufoix S., “Diasporas”, The Regents of the University of California, 2008, p. 4.
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be considered as indirect channels for achieving long-term goals. Especially the political

involvement of the Diaspora in the political issues of the homeland country is directly linked

to the institutional mobilization of the given community and the constructive relations with

the host country.

The presence of these two conditions will allow the development and application of

important and desirable problem-solving mechanisms for the homeland country.28 Within this

context, it’s more fruitful when the Diasporas have a “governing organ or an institution” in

the homeland countries, which can direct them to solve top-priority issues for the homeland

country’s Foreign Policy agenda. For this reason, there was an established Ministry of

Diaspora in Armenia in 2008, which was responsible for not only the above-listed tasks but

also for protecting Armenia’s rights and interests abroad under international laws and

regulations. Another major task of the Ministry was preserving Armenian national identity in

the host countries and improving relations between host and homeland countries by the

means that the Armenian Diaspora possessed. However, after the “Velvet Revolution”29 in

2018, the newly elected government eliminated the separate institution of the Ministry of

Diaspora and the main tasks and responsibilities were inherited by the newly founded Office

of the High Commissioner for Diaspora Affairs.30 The activities of Diasporas in Public

Diplomacy are diverse and they are not limited to material assistance, they also may include

collaboration aimed at effective resolutions to political problems.

Regardless of the impact and success coming from Diaspora’s activities, it is my strong

belief that Diaspora is more or less involved in the domestic issues and foreign policy

activities of the Host country, therefore it is able to change the rules of the game in the matter

of the Homeland while implementing the country’s Public Diplomacy. We can assume that

depending on the economic capability of the given Diaspora it can use the following means to

achieve success: funding parties, supporting lobbyist groups, establishing its own media

channels, etc.31

31 “Engaging Diasporas in Development through Investment”, 08/05/2014. Available at:
https://calvertimpact.org/resources/engaging-diasporas-in-development-through-investment. Accessed on
14/12/2022.

30 The official website of the Government of the Republic of Armenia. Available at:
https://www.gov.am/en/diaspora-affairs/#:~:text=The%20Office%20of%20the%20High,of%20the%20Republic
%20of%20Armenia. Accessed on 14/12/2022.

29 Armenia’s “Velvet Revolution” is the civil disobedience campaign that ousted Serzh Sargsyan from office in
April 2018.
Grigoryan A., “The Armenian revolution: a mishandled opportunity”, 05/07/2021.
Available at: https://neweasterneurope.eu/2021/07/05/the-armenian-revolution-a-mishandled-opportunity/.
Accessed on 14/12/2022.

28 Torosyan T., Sardaryan M., “The role of the Armenian Diaspora on the socio-political processes of the
Republic of Armenia”, 2017, p. 68.
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Peoples who, due to their historical development, have an ethnic homeland and an

influential diaspora, are able to achieve significant results in the spheres of economy and

security of the nation-state in a relatively short period of time. There are not a few such cases

in world practice. The diaspora, in the conditions of maintaining national identity, national

history, ethnic territory, and strong ties with the state, over time becomes an effective political

tool for the revival of the nation and the state.

For the example of Armenia, Diaspora Diplomacy is quite active and successful in

countries where the Armenian community is not only large in size but also has institutional

stakeholders which are responsible for organizing and proceeding with certain initiatives and

activities. Within this context, it is once again worth mentioning the Armenian community in

the United States of America (500,000 to 2,000,000), in France (500.000-750.000), and in

Canada (90.000-100.000). However, the biggest Armenian diaspora in Russia (about

2.000.000)32 is excluded from this classification, as I have measured them not in terms of the

size but more importantly considering the effectiveness and success of the Diaspora

Diplomacy in the above-listed states. Indeed, there are certain internal and external factors

that can contribute to or undermine the activities of Diasporas, which are the

cultural-environmental atmosphere in the host country, the ruling regime of the country, etc.

Literature review

Relatively extensive analytical and documentary literature has been created about the

Armenian question and the US relationship with the Armenian Genocide, which began in the

1920s when the impressions of the events were fresh. There are references to

Turkish-American relations, and briefly also to the Armenian and Armenian question in the

works of Iskandaryan A., Atmaca Ö. A., published in the 2010s.33 After several decades of

“forgetting” about the Armenian question in the international arena, when very few people

did not deal with the topic and that too in a cursory way, from the 1960s, a certain interest in

the topic was awakened in the USA among American Armenians and other American

researchers. The seminal works of several American researchers on missionaries, as well as

on American-Turkish relations, contained entire chapters and dozens of pages devoted to the

33 Iskandaryan A., “Minasyan S., Pragmatic Politics through the Realities of Historical Limitations: Analyzing
the Armenian-Turkish Process, Analytical Reports of the Caucasus Institute, No. 1”, January 2010, Yer.,
Caucasus Institute, 2010.

32The official website of the Embassy of Armenia to the United States of America. Available at:
https://usa.mfa.am/en/community-overview/. Accessed on 13/12/2022.
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topic of interest to us in its widest coverage.

The topic of the US policy and humanitarian response to the Armenian Genocide and the

role of the Armenian Diaspora in it became relevant again in the last two decades, already

thanks to Diaspora Armenian historians, such as Avagyan K., Sarafyan A., Papazian D․R.,

Vardanyan A., and others, who first of all did thorough compilation works in the American

archives for the discovery and publication of diplomatic documents, diaries, missionary

reports, and press materials.34

With the establishment of the Ministry of Diaspora Affairs in Armenia, the book written

by the former Minister Hranush Hakobyan “The Armenian Diaspora in the Changing World”

has a great value in terms of giving qualitative and quantitative data about the size of the

Armenian Diaspora around the world as well as analyzing development perspectives between

home and host countries.35

Recently, with the efforts of Cook R. E., Hilmar Kaiser, and others, documents that are

part of the memoirs, diaries, letters, and personal archives of American diplomats,

missionaries who witnessed the Armenian Genocide or closely followed the conversions of

the Armenian Genocide have been published and republished, which significantly fill the

information gap not only related to this topic but also the door of the new, still not

well-explored micro-historical arena of studying the Armenian Genocide will be wide open36.

Payaslian S. also performed a unique analysis of source studies, comparing the

genealogy of American materials collected in the sources of several document collections,

and the history of their appearance in the studied collections.37 Analytical literature about the

American response to the Armenian Genocide continues to develop in the USA and

elsewhere on this respectable source-based foundation. In this regard, Simon Payaslyan's

work on the USA and the Armenian question, whose time span is from the 1890s to the

beginning of the 1920s, is of central importance. Payaslian’s work, based on American

37 Sarafian A., “The Paper Trail, the American State Department and the Report of Committee on Armenian
Atrocities, in Revue du monde arménien moderne et contemporaine, tome 1”, Paris, 1994; Sarafian A., “The
Archival Trail: Authentication of The Treatment of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire, in Remembrance and
Denial: The Case of the Armenian Genocide”, Hovannisian G., ed., Detroit, Mich.: Wayne State University
Press, 1998.

36 Hakobyan H., “Days of Tragedy in Armenia, Personal Experiences in Harpoot, 1915-1917, Gomidas Institute,
Ann Arbor, Mich.: 1997; Henry Morgenthau, Ambassador Morgenthau’s Story”, Reading: Taderon Press, 2000.

35 Hakobyan H., “The Armenian Diaspora in a Changing World”, Yerevan, 2017.

34Avagyan K., “History of the Armenian Colony of the United States of America (from the beginning to 1924)”,
Yerevan, Armenian National Academy of Sciences “Science” publishing house, 2000; Papazian D․R., Changing
American View of the Armenian Question: An Interpretation, in Armenian Review, Winter 1986, No. 4 -156․
Vardanyan A., “Activities of the Armenian Relief Society (ARS) in the Republic of Armenia and Artsakh,
Homeland-Diaspora relations during the years of RA independence (1991-2009)”. Collection of articles,
Stepanakert, "Polygraph" CJSC, 2010, p. 87.
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archival materials, presents the American policy in the region, in the Ottoman Empire, and

towards Armenians in detail.38

There are studies covering some of the circumstances of the subject of this thesis in

works examining the history of American missionaries in the Middle East.39 Taking into

account the recent growing concern of Turkish historiography regarding the relations between

American missionaries and Western Armenians and the need to present some fictional and

critical provisions in them, in the thesis I used the studies of several Turkish authors

dedicated to the activities of American missionaries in the Ottoman Empire.40

Recently, due to the efforts of the Armenian diaspora in America, a variety of literature

has been published abroad about the official American response to the Armenian Genocide

and the American humanitarian aid provided to Armenian survivors in the years following

the genocide, which updates what has already existed.41

41 Merrill D., «Starving Armenians»: America and the Armenian Genocide, 1915 -1930 and after, Charlottesville
and London: University of Virginia Press, 2004; H. Kaiser, At the Crossroads of Der Zor: Death, Survival, and
Humanitarian Resistance in Aleppo, 1915 -1917, Reading, UK: Taderon Press, 2001.

40 Ortaylı İ., “Soykırım iddiasının arkasındaki gerçekler, 90. Yılında Ermeni Trajedisi: 1915’te ne oldu?” Sefa
Kaplan, ed., İstanbul: Doğan kitapçılık AŞ, 2005.

39 Moranian S., “The American missionaries, and the Armenian question, 1915 -1917”, Ph.D. Dissertation, The
University of Wisconsin, Madison, 1994; Blincoe R., “Ethnic realities and the church: lessons from Kurdistan”.
History of mission work, 1668 -1990. Pasadena: Presbyterian Center for Mission Studies, 1998; Bosch D.,
“Transforming Missions”, New York: Orbis Books, 2003; Pikkert P., “Protestant Missionaries in Middle East”,
PhD Dissertation, University of South Africa, 2006.

38 Payaslian S., “United States policy toward the Armenian question and the Armenian Genocide”, New York:
Palgrave Macmillan, 2005.
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Chapter I: The results of the Armenian Genocide and the evolution
of the Armenian Diaspora in the USA

“... a nation that does not want to die, does not die”.
Anatole France, Nobel laureate

1.1 Armenians in Ottoman Empire and Genocide stages

During the course of history, wars have always had their devastating effects on humanity

not only in economic, political, and military aspects but what is more important in terms of

identical-national issues. Although overcoming the economic crisis, improving the country’s

political stance, and boosting military potential are issues that can be solved during some

period of time, the identical-national issues are more complex and comprehensive in this

context.

The results of World War First were devastating in all aspects stated above. The history of

World War First is still alive in the memories of the Armenian nation since it was the main

contributing factor under the curtain of which happened the greatest tragedy of the Armenian

nation.

In order to fully understand the 1915 Armenian Genocide in accordance with the

“Internationally defined categorizations” I would like to depict the events in the framework

of 10 stages defined by “Genocide Watch”.42

The first stage is the Classification separating people between “us” and “them”

distinguishing them by religion, ethnicity, race, or nationality. There has always been this

subordination between “Muslims” and “Christians” and more specifically between “Turks”

and “Armenians” as an ethnic minority. However, as Lawrence notes in one of his

documentary books “The Young Turks had killed the Armenians, not because they were

42 Genocide Watch is an International Organization which exists to predict, prevent, stop, and punish genocide
and other forms of mass murder. Our purpose is to build an international movement to prevent and stop
genocide.
Available at: http://genocidewatch.net/genocide-2/8-stages-of-genocide/, Accesed on 07/08/2022.
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Christians, but because they were Armenians”.43 We are witnessing how national identity

became one of the pillars of initially organizing and implementing the mass killings of

Armenians.

The second stage is Symbolization when a certain group of people is labeled for the

purpose of being distinguished from the rest. In the Armenian example, the given label was

“Giavour”, a Turkish word used to pinpoint those whose religion is different from Islam. The

simple translation of the word is “faithless”, in particular not having God or other beliefs.

Interestingly enough, the term “Giavour” is now used by the public of the Republic of

Azerbaijan referring to Armenians and other Christians.

The following stages are Discrimination and Dehumanization. Although the Armenians

were having high hopes after the New Turks came into power in 1908, the discrimination of

minority groups grew to enlarge with new energy and especially towards Armenians. As

Interior minister Talat Pasha stated, this is our chance “to eliminate the “Armenian problem”

in a manner that is comprehensive and absolute”.44 The Dehumanization of Armenians can

be found not only in the speeches and statements of the ruling Turkish Government but also

in the real actions of the Turkish soldiers. Deporting groups of Armenians to deserts of

Der-Zor45 and brutal murders resembling animal killings can be found in one of the witnesses

stating “... I found they were Armenian women, walking barefoot and weary, placed in ranks

like the gendarmes who preceded and followed them. Whenever one of them lagged behind, a

gendarme would beat her with the butt of his rifle, throwing her on her face, till she rose

terrified and rejoined her companions. But if one lagged from sickness, she was either

abandoned, alone in the wilderness, without help or comfort, to be prey to wild beasts, or a

gendarme would end her life with a bullet…”.46

The fifth stage of Organization and the sixth stage of Polarization can be the main

characteristics distinguishing “Massacres” from “Genocide”. The Armenian Genocide has

been planned initially with the purpose of eliminating Armenians not only in Türkiye but also

46 Eyewitness F., “About the Armenian Genocide. The official website of Museum of Armenian Genocide in
Republic of Armenia”. Available at: http://www.genocide-museum.am/eng/eye_witnesses2.php.

45 Der-Zor or Deir Ez-Zor is located in the east of Syria and is the second biggest governorate in terms of
surface. It borders Iraq and the governorates of Hasaka, Raqqa and Homs. It was designated by the Young Turks
authorities as the destination point and final killing center of the Armenian deportees. Those who survived the
death marches were brought to the desert of Der-Zor and murdered in this area. The desert contains a large
number of mass graves.
Available at: https://euaa.europa.eu/country-guidance-syria/deir-ez-zor. Accessed on 08/12/2022.
Available at: https://www.armenian-genocide.org/Memorial.110/current_category.72/memorials_detail.html.
Accessed on 08/12/2022.

44 Akçam T., “The Young Turks Crime Against Humanity. The Armenian Genocide and Ethnic Cleansing in the
Ottoman Empire”, 2013, p 125.

43 Gasparyan N., “Analysis and interpretation of Genocide related terms”, Yerevan State University, 2016.
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in the world. The process has been regulated by a Special Commission regulated by Minister

Talat Pasha and the actions were implemented in several stages. Specifically, after recruiting

60,000-100,000 Armenian men into the Ottoman army and later disarming them, on April 24

1915 the New Turks initiated the arrest of 235 Armenian intellectuals, writers, and scholars

trying to behead the possible acknowledgment of further actions.47 From 1925 on April 24

became the Memorial Day of the Armenian Genocide.

The seventh stage of Preparation was most obvious in the laws and decisions passed by

the “New Turks”. Especially the law called “Deportation law”48 passed on 26 May 1915 the

responsibility of its implementation was given to Enver Pasa (Minister of Defense). The

passed law has become a “legal” curtain behind which the bloody crime has been committed.

Another article consisting of 34 divisions was published on 10 June 1915 regarding the

“Abandoned Property” of Armenians. Later, on 13 September 1915, the law on “Abandoned

property” was adopted.49 Thus the explicit misappropriation of Armenians’ wealth and

personal property has been legalized and took place throughout the Empire.

The following stages of Persecution and Extermination along with deportation,

assimilation, and annihilation had one and only aim of eliminating the “Armenian element”.

The main reason for the elimination was the national identity, the fact of being Armenian. As

Wigram stated Armenians would be able to secure dominance if there were equal political

conditions. “...the Turks would never cope with the Armenians in cleverness but they were

always able to initiate physical force against unarmed Armenians and succeed.”.50 At some

point, the Genocide continues to date, since the current Republic of Türkiye implements its

traditional policy of denial. Hereby, remaining attached to the 10th stage of Denial. From this

perspective, Erdogan’s policy managed to paraphrase the historical events admitting the

killings of Armenians were not the result of the planned Genocide, but a result of WWI. This

is a common approach in Türkiye of avoiding facing history and faking the facts while

accommodating them to their own interests.

50 Gasparyan N.,“Analysis and interpretation of Genocide related terms”, Yerevan State University, 2016, p. 141.

49 Papazyan A., “Turkish Documents on the Non-Muslim Peoples of the Ottoman Empire”, Yerevan, 2002, p
214-215.

48 In Turkish history it is accepted as “Tehcir kanunu” (“Deportation İnformation”) or Sevkiyât kanunu” “Law of
sending”.

47 The official website of Museum of Armenian Genocide in Republic of Armenia. Available at:
http://www.genocide-museum.am/arm/armenian_genocide.php. Accessed on 09/12/2022.
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1.2 The post-genocide period and foreign efforts

In the years following the Armenian Genocide, a number of Scandinavian organizations

were created with the aim of providing humanitarian aid to the surviving Western Armenians,

building orphanages for Armenian orphans, and taking care of them. Taking on the

responsibility of recruiting Armenian orphans and caring for them, these organizations saved

many lives.51

It is also necessary to remember with great gratitude the Swedish, Norwegian, and Danish

missionaries and humanists who, working in the Ottoman Empire in those years, often risked

their lives to save displaced Armenians who were driven to death in the deserts of Syria.

Many eyewitnesses left memories describing how Armenians found refuge in mission

buildings, and missionaries appealed to the Turkish authorities not to drive the displaced,

especially women and children, to Der-Zor, but to allow them to take refuge with them. In the

process of international recognition and condemnation of the Armenian Genocide, the

memoirs of Swedish, Danish, and Norwegian missionaries such as Fridtjof Nansen52 and

others are of particular importance, because they belong to the citizens of neutral countries

during the First World War, who could not be accused of bias.53

Within this context, the history of one of the survivors of the Armenian Genocide, Aurora

Mardiganyan is evidence of the fruitful activities of foreign missioners. The story of Aurora

Mardiganyan, who miraculously survived the Armenian Genocide of 1915, won the hearts of

Americans at the beginning of the 20th century. Based on her story, in 1919, Hollywood

made the film “The Auction of Souls”.54 In the beginning, Aurora was a girl who few people

knew about. Then she became famous only in 2009 when the Armenian Genocide

Museum-Institute issued a stamp on the occasion of the 90th anniversary of the filming of the

movie “Auction of Souls”.

54 Gates H., “The Auction of Souls: The Story of Aurora Mardiganyan, The Christian Girl Who Survived the
Great Massacres” 2019, p.11.

53 The official website of the Armenian Genocide Institute, “The Armenian Genocide and the Scandinavian
Response”, 23/04/2011. Available at: http://www.genocide-museum.am/eng/23.04.2011.php. Accessed on
08/12/2022.

52 Fridtjof Nansen was Norwegian explorer, politician and Nobel Peace Prize laureate. He played a key role in
tackling the European refugee crisis after the decline of the multi-ethnic Ottoman, Romanov, Habsburg and
Hohenzollern empires. Available:
https://naasr.org/blogs/event-videos/fridtjof-nansen-humanitarianism-and-the-armenian-question-in-the-interwar
-period. Accessed on 08/12/2022.

51 The official website of the Armenian Genocide Institute, “The Armenian Genocide and the Scandinavian
Response”, 21/04/2011. Available at: http://www.genocide-museum.am/eng/21.04.2011.php. Accessed on
08/12/2022.
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Aurora Mardiganyan was 14 years old when her large family was subjected to the

atrocities of the Turks in the Ottoman Empire in 1915. Miraculously, she managed to survive

and reach the United States after spending two years in harems. On the way, she was resold

several times by Kurds and Turks. Aurora was one of the girls who has been “tattooed” as

proof that she was converted to Islam. Aurora lived for 93 years, but in recent years her mind

has not been able to withstand many blows, and she has lost touch with reality.55

As of today, a large collection of Aurora Mardiganyan’s belongings can be seen in the

Armenian Genocide Museum. Here are her photos, and documents, including those issued in

her native village. Nowadays, Aurora has become a symbol not only for Armenians but also

for nationals from different countries in the area of humanitarian action. Having Aurora’s

story in mind, the Aurora Humanitarian Initiative Foundation strives to solve humanitarian

problems in different corners of the world, helping the needy on the ground. The initiative

has Armenian historical roots, as it was created on behalf of the survivors of the Armenian

Genocide in gratitude to their rescuers, seeking to transform this experience into a global

movement.56

All activities of “Aurora” are anchored on the universal concept of “Gratitude in Action”.

This means that the countless people around the world who have received help in a time of

crisis can best express their gratitude by providing the same support to someone else.57 By

involving the supporters of “Aurora” all over the world, the initiative will turn into a global

movement and with the effect of “snowball” it will expand the circle of rescuers, and most

importantly, the number of survivors will increase. Addressing pressing humanitarian

challenges, the initiative gives a second chance to those who need it most.58

The founders of this initiative are philanthropists Vardan Gregorian, Nubar Afeyan, and

Ruben Vardanyan. According to their vision: “We believe that even in the most difficult

moments of history, the bright future is in the hands of people who help and give confidence

to others”.59 The purpose of this commitment is to promote action-oriented philanthropy that

will produce tangible results. This is accomplished through the initiative of various programs:

59 IDeA foundation, “Noubar Afeyan and Ruben Vardanyan about Armenia-Diaspora relations” Retrieved from
the video. Available at: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DeoK4-Sczzs. Accessed on 09/12/2022.

58 Armenpress Info, “2022 Aurora Prize nominations are open”, 12/05/2021. Available at:
https://armenpress.am/eng/news/1052067/, Accessed on 09/12/2022.

57 Aurora to Refocus Prize on Immediate Crises - The Initiative will direct resources to the places that need help
urgently. Available at https://nt.am/en/news/306404/. Accessed on 14/12/2022.

56 The official website of the Aurora Humanitarian Initiative. Available at:
https://auroraprize.com/en/prize-about. Accessed on 09/12/2022.

55 Demoyan H., “The Road of Aurora, Odyssey of Armenian Genocide Survivor” Armenian Genocide
Museum-Institute, 2011, p.29.
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Aurora Global Humanitarian Award, #AraratChallenge movement, Aurora Dialogues, Aurora

Grants, Aurora Community, Aurora Humanitarian Indicator, and 100 LIVES initiative. 60

1.3 Armenians abroad

The Armenian, Jewish, and Greek, Chinese diasporas are considered to have the deepest

historical roots.61 According to the RA Ministry of Diaspora, the number of Armenian

Diasporas in 117 countries in 2017 is more than 7 million, which does not include crypto or

Islamized Armenians.62 The reasons for the formation of the Armenian Diaspora were both

political and economic, but in the initial period of the formation, the preconditions were

massacres, forced deportations, massacres, repressions, and persecutions, which were more

pronounced in the absence of statehood.

That is why the Armenian Diaspora is traditionally considered a Diaspora with the status

of a victim.63 Nevertheless, according to the same classification (victim, labor, commercial,

imperial)64, the newest (post-Soviet) part of the Armenian Diaspora can be considered both

labor and victim-Diaspora (due to Sumgait65, Baku66, Kirovabad67 massacres, ethnic

cleansing, deportations). Consequently, there has been a change in the nature and structure of

the Diaspora, which requires first classifying the stages of formation and transformation of

67 Another wave of the Armenian massacres in Azerbaijan commenced in November 1988. The largest ones
occurred in Kirovabad, Shamakhi, Shamkir, and Mingachevir. During the same period, in November and
December 1988, 50 Armenian settlements were displaced from the hilly and mountainous parts of Artsakh:
Khanlar, Dashkesan, Shamkhor and Getabek, including 48,000 Armenians of Kirovabad. Available at:
http://www.nkr.am/en/armenian-pogroms. Accessed on 09/12/2022.

66 Persecutions of Armenians started in Baku in the spring of 1988, immediately after the events in
Sumgait, and continued until 1989. Armenians were illegally dismissed from work, and forcefully evicted
from their apartments and houses. They were beaten, subjected to public mockery and murder. By January
1990, only 35-40 thousand out of the 250 thousand Armenian inhabitants remained in Baku. Available at:
http://www.nkr.am/en/armenian-pogroms. Accessed on 09/12/2022.

65 The aspiration of the Armenians of Artsakh (Nagorno Karabakh) to realize their right to self-determination
was responded to by a growing wave of Armenian massacres in Azerbaijan: unprecedentedly brutal murders,
violence and plunder. The first victims of Azerbaijan’s policy to suppress the free expression of the will of the
people of Nagorno Karabakh by force were the Armenians of the Azerbaijani city of Sumgait located several
hundred kilometers away from Nagorno Karabakh. The pogroms in Sumgait1 lasted 3 days, from 27 to 29
February, 1988.
Available at: http://www.nkr.am/en/armenian-pogroms. Accessed on 09/12/2022.

64 Ibid., p. 53.
63 Cohen R., Global diasporas. Second edition. Routledge, 2008, p 48.
62 Hakobyan H., The Armenian Diaspora in a Changing World. Yerevan, 2017, p. 46.
61 Sheffer G., Diaspora politics: At home abroad, Cambridge, 2003.

60 The official website of the Aurora Humanitarian Initiative. Available at:
https://auroraprize.com/en/prize-about. Accessed on 09/12/2022.
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the Diaspora and then the features, opportunities, and capabilities according to the problems

of the Armenians.

The Armenians scattered after the genocide and mainly settled in the Middle East and

Eastern European countries. This was connected with the aspiration to be closer to the

homeland, which would make repatriation easier in the conditions of realistic preconditions

of return. However, during this period, influential colonies were formed in the West,

particularly in France and the United States. The Armenian communities stood out, especially

in Syria and Lebanon, where they carried out significant public activities.68

Immigration organized by the Soviet Union was a great change in the life of the Diaspora,

during which more than 100.00 Armenians returned to their homeland, considering the USSR

a stable, powerful system of organizing public and political life, believing in the Soviet

propaganda on the return of the occupied territories. Later, due to the intensification of

nationalist sentiments in the Middle East, Armenians migrated to more developed, stable,

secure Western countries in pursuit of prosperity and security.69 The most populous colonies

formed in that period were Canada, England, and Australia.

Large masses of Armenians who took refuge in Bulgaria, Romania and Cyprus began to

move to those countries. Later, the flow of Armenians from the Middle East to the United

States, Canada, and Western European countries was continuous due to the unstable situation

in the region70. The aspiration to the West was maintained for many years, which was

connected with the availability of stability and security in Western countries. The largest

Armenian communities in the West were formed in the United States (1,600,000 Armenians),

Canada (90,000 Armenians), France (700,000 Armenians), and Germany (60,000 Armenians)

To this group, with some reservations, can be included the communities of Australia (85,000

Armenians), Argentina (128,000 Armenians), Brazil (100,000 Armenians). Armenians lived

an active social life in the West, founding schools, the press, churches, and coordinating

structures that organized community life.71

The opportunities and influence of the Armenian Diaspora are the participation in the

organization of the local political and public life at the level of party lobby groups. The

Armenian communities of those countries are the most prosperous and the most influential

and, naturally, their support for the homeland was great. In particular, the support of the

71 Hakobyan H., “The Armenian Diaspora in a Changing World”, Yerevan, 2017, p. 495.
70 Ibid., p.14.
69 Dallakyan K., “History of the Armenian Diaspora”, Yerevan, Zangak, 2004, p.12.

68The official website of the Global Armenian Summit “Armenian Diaspora Communities”. Available at:
http://diaspora.gov.am/en/diasporas. Accessed on 18/12/2022.
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United States community was especially significant during the difficult war of the 1990s,

when about $350 million in aid was sent to Armenia.72 However, it should be noted that,

unlike Middle Eastern countries, the task of preserving national identity is much more

complicated in the Armenian communities of the West, due to much more active public life,

unrestricted contacts with foreigners, and significantly coincident civilizational values.

With the imperative of the time, with the deepening of globalization, the problem has

become more urgent, connected with the difficulties of preserving the national identity and

instilling values, as well as making it a part of the collective memory among future

generations.

1.4 The institutional potential of the Armenian Diaspora

One of the prominent features of modern diasporas is the strengthening of the political

factor, and the indicator of its effectiveness is the institutional potential of the diaspora. Many

researchers (in particular, Kh. Tololyan, T. Poloskova, and A. Ashkenazi) agree that the

characteristic indicator of the modern diaspora is the formation of institutions and

organizations whose activities are aimed at the preservation and development of ethnic and

religious identity, and effective socialization.73

In order to assess the potential of the diaspora, it is necessary to refer to the institutional

units that carry out the following missions: development and expansion of the cooperation

between home and host countries. Establishing inter-community ties within the host country

with the support of various sectoral structures, promoting the preservation of identity and

improving the conditions of the diaspora, preparing the basis for the normalization of

relations with the host country, is of primary importance for the normal functioning of the

diaspora.

Moreover, the relations with the host country should be developed in political,

educational, cultural, economic, and other spheres, the final result of which should be the

expansion of the civil-political rights and capacities of the given community, on the one hand,

and the contribution to the solution of the homeland’s problems, on the other. And this should

73 Mylnikov M., Modern diasporas in the global communication space. Bulletin of Moscow University, series
18, 2, 2007.

72Report on the humanitarian situation of the refugees and displaced persons in Armenia and Azerbaijan.
Available at: https://assembly.coe.int/nw/xml/XRef/X2H-Xref-ViewHTML.asp?FileID=6823&amp;lang=EN.
Accessed on 09/12/2022.
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have a more objective-institutional nature by creating structures with corresponding

purpose-principles. By investing in areas significant for human activities, the diaspora gains

wealth in the host country, gradually expanding its political presence and involvement. In this

case, the relations between the diaspora and the host country will be transferred to a

qualitatively new level, enabling the diaspora to create structures that are more

geographically targeted.

These structures have a network nature function of mobilizing the diaspora worldwide.

The existence of such structures will already testify to the prosperity of the diaspora,

contributing to the transnational activity of it. In this context, especially the network

structures that have political nature are being used. It should be noted that the expansion of

institutional cooperation with the homeland country should be implemented with the

development of the network system. In this case, the homeland must assume the role of a

centrifugal force, which must have a unifying role for the entire diaspora at the ideological

level.

If the ultimate goal of the diaspora’s activity is to support the desired solution of the

internal and external problems for the homeland, then the role and contribution of political

structures in their solution is of great importance.

Of course, problems in other spheres of public life can be solved with the necessary

investments. However, it is obvious that the necessary condition for its effective use is the

creation of appropriate political solutions and a favorable environment. This, in turn, can be

achieved through the establishment of institutionalized relations with the relevant knowledge

and experience of the homeland and the diaspora, effective political network structures, and a

well-developed strategy and ideology, which will help advance the solution to internal

political issues and the country’s interests. Judging by quantitative indicators, it may seem

that the institutional potential of the Armenian Diaspora is quite large, as there are currently

more than 30,000 Diaspora structures, 44 of which are pan-Armenian.74

However, many of the pan-Armenian structures have a charitable and cultural orientation,

as a result of which the political involvement of the Diaspora is significantly lower. In order

to assess the institutional potential of the Armenian Diaspora, the largest structures and their

spheres of activity will be presented below, in the following classification:

1. Pan-Armenian political institutions;

74The official website of the Convention of the future Armenian “Armenia-Diaspora unity”. Available at:
https://futurearmenian.com/convention-topics/armenia-diaspora-unity/. Accessed on 13/12/2022.
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2. Political organizations operating in individual countries;

3. Charitable, largest pan-Armenian public structures.

As the traditional parties were considered to be the biggest political institutions abroad, it

should be noted that after the Bolsheviks came into power in Armenia, the leading centers of

the traditional Armenian parties (so-called political forces that left the homeland) were

established in the United States, in Lebanon, and the relocation of traditional parties abroad

had three main consequences for the self-organization of the Diaspora.

1. The existence of established party structures and the experience of organizational work

made it possible to use them immediately as an institutional basis for the internal and external

organization of the Armenian colonies formed in different countries after the genocide.

2. The overwhelming majority of the newly formed Diaspora Armenian structures were

formed attached to the parties, due to which they quickly established themselves, but they

could not avoid unhealthy competition pursuing partial interests;

3. As a result, the structures pursuing narrow party goals did not become centers of

consolidation of professional potential, which were much needed by both the Diaspora and

Armenia after the restoration of independence.75

1.5 The role of the Armenian Diaspora in the context of Foreign Policy

agenda

In recent years, the potential of the diaspora as a socio-economic and political tool for the

development of small countries has become increasingly important.76 This is especially true

of Armenia, whose diaspora has been actively involved in the life of the country since

independence in 1991.77 Historically, the Armenian diaspora is considered one of the

traditional ones, along with the Jewish and Greek.78 As a result of a series of migration waves

over the centuries, the Armenian diaspora has spread throughout the world and is currently

one of the leading components of the development of Armenia. World experience shows that

78 Brubaker R., “The 'Diaspora' Diaspora. Ethnic and Racial Studies”, 2005 Vol. 28 (1): pp. 1-19.

77 Torosyan T., Sardaryan M., “The role of the Armenian Diaspora on the socio-political processes of the
Republic of Armenia”, Yerevan 2017, p. 77.

76Aghanian D., “The Armenian Diaspora”. Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 2007, p. 15.

75 The Diaspora and the Challenge of State Building. Available at:
https://evnreport.com/opinion/the-diaspora-and-the-challenge-of-state-building. Accessed on 13/12/2022.
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the activities of Diasporas do not always lead to the desired results. This is especially evident

in the form of lost opportunities for economic and social development.

Often, the reasons for the ineffective interaction of diasporas with their homeland, without

full return, are natural contradictory features and motives within national communities

scattered and branched around the world.79 This problem is relevant in Armenia as well.

Despite the outwardly apparent commonality, in fact, the Armenian diaspora is quite

heterogeneous: both in terms of ideological and motivational approaches, as well as

geographical (be it the country of origin or residence) and historical aspects. This

heterogeneity, in turn, is largely due to the historical split between the “old” (formed before

the independence of Armenia in 1991) and the “new” diaspora, formed after the declaration

of independence. Similar “splits” are characteristic of many other ethnic Diasporas of the

post-Soviet period.

In order to fully understand the role of the Armenian Diaspora, it is absolutely necessary

to set forth the main issues of the multi-vector Foreign Policy of Armenia. Despite the

changes of the ruling governments and presidents since the independence of the country the

priorities defined below have never changed unless they are solved:

• Strengthening the country’s external security,

• Settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh conflict80 on the basis of the right to

self-determination,

• Integrating with the European family,

80 In 1923, the Soviet Union established the Nagorno-Karabakh Autonomous Oblast—home to a 95 percent
ethnically Armenian population—within the Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic. Nagorno-Karabakh’s
regional legislature passed a resolution in 1988 declaring its intention to join the Republic of Armenia, despite
its official location within Azerbaijan. Armed fighting between the two republics, which have a long history of
ethnic tension, was kept under relative control during Soviet rule.But as the Soviet Union began to collapse, so
did peace in the region. Amid Soviet dissolution in 1991, just as Armenia and Azerbaijan achieved statehood,
Nagorno-Karabakh officially declared independence. War erupted between Armenia and Azerbaijan over the
region, resulting in roughly thirty thousand casualties and creating hundreds of thousands of refugees. By 1993,
Armenia had gained control of Nagorno-Karabakh and took over 7 regions of Azerbaijan’s geographic area to
ensure the security of the ethnic Armenians living in Nagorno Karabakh. In 1994, Russia brokered a ceasefire
known as the Bishkek Protocol, leaving Nagorno-Karabakh de facto independent, with a self-proclaimed
government in Stepanakert, but still heavily reliant on close economic, political, and military ties with Armenia.
Heavy fighting broke out along the Azerbaijan-Nagorno-Karabakh border in late September 2020. More than
seven thousand soldiers and civilians were killed, with hundreds more Armenian and Azerbaijani soldiers
wounded. Both countries initially rejected pressure from the United Nations, the United States, and Russia to
hold talks and end hostilities, and instead pledged to continue fighting. Tensions escalated further when both
sides switched from cross-border shelling to longer-range artillery and other heavy weaponry. After several
failed attempts by Russia, France, and the United States, to negotiate a ceasefire, Russia successfully brokered a
deal on November 9, 2020, reinforced by Russian peacekeepers, ending the six-week Second
Nagorno-Karabakh War.
Global conflict tracker. Available at:
https://www.cfr.org/global-conflict-tracker/conflict/nagorno-karabakh-conflict. Accessed on 13/12/2022

79 Cohen R., “Global Diasporas: An Introduction”. New York: Routledge. 2008, p. 129.
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• Recognition of the Armenian Genocide.81

It is obvious that the solution to each of these issues directly related to the preservation of

the Armenian identity, and the development of the statehood of Armenia was extremely

difficult due to the exceptional period of the restoration of the independence of the Republic

of Armenia after the USSR. This period is characterized by the simultaneous course of three

system transformations:

• The collapse of the old-world order and the efforts to create a new one;

• Universal, continuously accelerating process of globalization;

• An attempt to form a normally developing regime instead of a collapsed post-Soviet

one.82

In order to overcome the challenges posed by the lack of effective mechanisms for

ensuring political, social, and economic stability, each newly independent country had to

decide on its place in the world arena in order to create stable systems, which should be the

foreign policy guidelines that would contribute to the development of the state. In the modern

system of international relations, the policy of integration into the international community is

considered to be the core of the state’s foreign relations83, as it paves the way for a

multilateral cooperation, providing priority preconditions for the development of the state.

The choice of the environment of integration presupposed external self-identification, which

is feasible only as a result of internal self-identification, the modernization of identity.

The solution to each of the above-mentioned difficult problems in this difficult situation

requires an institutional approach, the development of appropriate legal frameworks, the

existence of a scientifically sound strategy, as well as the consolidation of national

capabilities. Taking into account the knowledge and experience of the representatives of the

Armenian Diaspora, especially in the Western communities, the involvement of the Diaspora

in the modeling and development of solutions to the above-mentioned problems could be

significant. As the main purpose of this paper is aimed at understanding the role of the

Armenian diaspora in the recognition process of the Armenian Genocide, I would like to

zoom in to this issue in a way that my reader will get a better understanding of it, of course,

referring to the both parties of the conflict.

The issue of legal recognition of the Genocide: This problem has a prominent place in the

foreign policy agenda of Armenia, but at the same time it carries a great emotional charge,

83 Ibid., p. 237.
82 Torosyan T., “Post-Soviet Transformation of the Social System”, Yerevan., p. 19.

81 The official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Armenia. Available at:
https://www.mfa.am/en/foreign-policy/.  Accessed on 13/12/2022.
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therefore it requires a decisive but well-considered approach. The past century period proves

that the process of genocide recognition has always clashed with political interests. Almost

no one denies the fact that the tragic events took place. It is not by chance that the opinions

provided by several international professional organizations so far do not give a clear answer

as to what legal force Recognition can have.

Therefore, the legal and political components of the problem should be considered and an

effective policy should be built by combining them. For both components, it is necessary to

have clear, realistic plans that have well-founded goals.

Although before the independence of the Republic of Armenia the Armenian Genocide

has been recognized by few states and organizations, after the independence there has been a

drastic change in these numbers. Speaking of the “Recognition and condemnation path” of

the Armenian Genocide we have to highlight one of the most impactful resolutions passed by

the European Parliament on 15 April 2015 on the centenary of the Armenian Genocide. The

document states that it “...encourages Turkey to use the commemoration of the centenary of

the Armenian Genocide as an important opportunity to continue its efforts, including the

opening of the archives, to come to terms with its past, to recognize the Armenian Genocide

and thus to pave the way for a genuine reconciliation between the Turkish and Armenian

peoples...”.84

Quite ironically the president of the Republic of Türkiye Recep Erdogan declared that the

country would be celebrating the 100th anniversary of the Gallipoli Battle85 on the same day

of April 24, 2015, while the main operations started on March 18 and continued till January

1916. The cynicism of president Erdogan reached its peak when he invited president Serzh

Sargsyan to take part in the celebration stating that there were also Armenian soldiers who

were fighting next to the Ottoman soldiers and the victory was mutual. This was, indeed, a

failed attempt to distract the attention of the international community on that symbolic day

for Armenians along with faking and cannibalizing historical events and reality. The response

of President Sargsyan didn’t come up late and it was particularly stating: “before organizing

a commemorative event, Turkey has much more important obligation towards its own people

and the entire humanity, namely the recognition and condemnation of the Armenian Genocide

… when calling for international peace I would advise you not to forget sending a message to

85 Gallipoli Campaign (Battle), also called Dardanelles Campaign, (February 1915–January 1916), in World War
I, an Anglo-French operation against Turkey. It was an unsuccessful attempt by the Allied Powers to control the
sea route from Europe to Russia during World War I. Available at:
https://www.britannica.com/event/Gallipoli-Campaign. Accessed on 13/12/2022.

84European Parliament resolution of 15 April 2015 on the centenary of the Armenian Genocide. Available at:
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2015-0094_EN.html. Accessed on 13/12/2022.

33

https://www.britannica.com/event/Gallipoli-Campaign
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2015-0094_EN.html


the world to recognize the Armenian Genocide, thus paying a tribute to the memory of 1.5

million innocent victims.”86

The Republic of Türkiye, however, has a totally different approach to the Genocide issue.

According to the Turkish perspective, the mass murders that took place during the years of

WWI do not constitute Genocide. More specifically, the current Turkish Republic claim that

a grim story of serious inter-communal conflict, perpetrated by both Christian and Muslim

irregular forces, complicated by disease, famine, and many other of war’s privations.87 The

evidence does not, however, describe genocide.88 Another argument that current Republic of

Türkiye uses is related to demographic data, claiming that prior to WWI, fewer than 1.5

million Armenians lived in the entire Ottoman Empire, thus, no more than 1.5 million people

could have been killed.89

It should be noted, that it was Turkish Republic that initiated the establishment of the joint

commission of historians from Turkey and Armenia, to open without any restriction their

national archives, to disclose the findings of their research, which will also cover the archives

of related countries, to the international public in 2005.90 Yet, the Armenian response to this

proposal was a rejection with the following explanation “Armenia has once and for all said

that the genocide issue is not a subject for debate.”91

As of 2022 September, the issue of the Armenian Genocide continues to play an

important role in the Foreign Policy agenda, however, the current normalization process with

the Republic of Türkiye that has gradually been active in 2021 does not place the issue of

Genocide anywhere in the negotiation table. In the foreign policy section of the RA

government’s five-year program, it is stated in a separate subsection: “Even today, the

Republic of Armenia is ready to make efforts to normalize relations with Türkiye. Moving

91 Yerevan appears unmoved at Turkey’s Genocide-Study offer, 14/04/2015. Available at:
https://www.rferl.org/a/1058455.html. Accessed on 14/12/2022.

90Declaration by the Turkish Grand National Assembly, supporting the Turkish proposal to form a joint
historical commission with Armenia (2005). Available at:
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/declaration-by-the-turkish-grand-national-assembly_-supporting-the-turkish-proposal-to
-form-a-joint-historical-commission-with.en.mfa. Accessed on 14/12/2022.

89 Ibid.

88 The official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Türkiye. Available at:
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/the-armenian-allegation-of-genocide-the-issue-and-the-facts.en.mfa. Accessed on
13/12/2022.

87 The official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Türkiye. Available at:
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/the-armenian-allegation-of-genocide-the-issue-and-the-facts.en.mfa. Accessed on
14/12/2022.

86 Agos daily, “President Serzh Sargsyan responds to Turkish President’s invitation letter 16 January 2015”.
Available at:
https://www.agos.com.tr/en/article/10275/sargsyan-responds-to-gallipoli-invitation-before-organizing-a-comme
morative-event-turkey-has-obligation-to-recognize-and-condemn-armenian-genocide
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forward without preconditions, the parties should cooperate to create an atmosphere of

mutual trust in order to gradually establish normal relations.”92

In December 2021, Armenia and Türkiye both announced the appointment of special

representatives aimed at regulating relations and the possibility of resuming non-scheduled

flights.93

2022 on January 14, the first meeting of the special representatives of the

Armenia-Türkiye settlement process, Ruben Rubinyan and Serdar Kılıç, took place in

Moscow.94 The parties agreed to continue negotiations aimed at a full settlement without

preconditions.95

If we agree on the fact that the recognition of the Armenian Genocide has been a

precondition between the two parties, then the issue of positing the Genocide problem

remains to be open.

1.6 Armenians in the USA

Despite the fact, that Armenians settled yet in North America in the first decades of the

17th century, due to the violence and mass murders of Armenians committed by the Ottoman

Empire, the flow of Armenians to the USA increased even more in the 20th century. 96

The rise of the Kemalist movement in Ottoman Turkey, accompanied by periodic mass

murders and deportations of Armenians, as well as the fall of the First Armenian Republic

(1918-1920), stimulated the migration of Armenians to the United States.97 In 1921, their

number reached the highest level compared to previous years - 10,212 people, most of whom

were recruited from Turkish harems, non-Christian families, camps, and orphanages by

97 Ibid.

96The official website of Office of the General Commissioner of RA Diaspora Affairs. Available at:
http://diaspora.gov.am/hy/pages/3/usa. Accessed on 13/12/122022.

95 The official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Türkiye. No: 18, 14 January 2022,
Press Release Regarding the Meeting of the Special Representatives for the Normalization Process Between
Türkiye and Armenia Available at:
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/no_-18_-turkiye-ile-ermenistan-normallesme-sureci-gorusmeleri-hk.en.mfa. Accessed
on 13/12/2022.

94 Kılıç A., “Facts and Comments”, Review of Armenian Studies, Issue 45 (2022), p. 42. Available at:
http://avim.org.tr/public/images/uploads/files/Review%20of%20Armenian%20Studies%20%2345%2C%20A_
%20K%C4%B1l%C4%B1%C3%A7.pdf. Accessed on 14/12/2022.

93 France 24, Armenia, Turkey resumes first flights in two years. Issued on 02/02/2022. Available at:
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20220202-armenia-turkey-resume-first-flights-in-two-years. Accessed
on 13/12/2022.

92 The official website of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Armenia. Available at:
https://www.mfa.am/en/bilateral-relations/tr. Accessed on 13/12/2022.
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Armenian and American charitable organizations, and American preachers.98 For decades,

Armenians spread throughout the country, settling in almost every state of the United States.99

In order to organize the national life of the Armenian-American community, unify

compatriots, preserve the Armenian identity, protect the interests and rights of Armenians

living in America, and also to facilitate the settlement of the Armenian cause (Hay Dat), a

number of Armenian organizations were created in the USA.

Currently, there are more than 170 educational institutions, more than 30 mass media,

about 30 Armenian studies centers, departments, courses, numerous cultural centers, public

organizations, unions, Armenian radio and television stations, and TV channels in the

USA.100 There are Armenian book houses and publishers, bookstores, Armenian squares,

parks, monuments, khachkars101, “Ayastan”, “Armenia”, and “Artsakh”, as well as streets and

highways named after famous Armenians. There is also an Armenian Heritage Park in

Boston.102

Nowadays the number of Armenians in the United States is about 1.6 million and the

Armenian community in the USA is the second largest. As was seen above one of the

contributing factors to the establishment of the Armenian Diaspora was the Armenian

Genocide, hence it is not a coincidence that the Diaspora itself is one of the main

non-governmental actors that strives to international recognition and condemnation of the

crime.

While some may argue that the traditional form of diplomacy and the official bilateral

relations can be more successful in achieving long-term foreign policy goals, it yet can be a

subject of a tough debate, as the results of implemented Public Diplomacy came to contradict

the widespread belief and devotion to the traditional form of diplomacy. As we know Public

Diplomacy is mostly sponsored by government authorities with the aim of establishing

communication and dialogue with foreign publics. The main target and so-called “audience”

102 The official website of the Office of the General Commissioner of RA Diaspora Affairs. Available at:
http://diaspora.gov.am/hy/pages/3/usa. Accessed on 13/12/2022.

101 Khachkars are outdoor steles carved from stone by craftspeople in Armenia and communities in the
Armenian diaspora. They act as a focal point for worship, as memorial stones and as relics facilitating
communication between the secular and divine. Khachkars are created usually using local stone and carved
using chisel, die, sharp pens and hammers. Available at:
https://ich.unesco.org/en/RL/armenian-cross-stones-art-symbolism-and-craftsmanship-of-khachkars-00434.
Accessed on 13/12/2022.

100 The official website of the Office of the General Commissioner of RA Diaspora Affairs. Available at:
http://diaspora.gov.am/hy/pages/3/usa. Accessed on 14/12/122022.

99 Dif-Nations: A blog about the various cultures of the Americas. Available at:
https://www.nhhc.org/armenian-diaspora/. Accessed on 13/12/2022.

98 The official website of Office of the General Commissioner of RA Diaspora Affairs. Available at:
http://diaspora.gov.am/hy/pages/3/usa. Accessed on 13/12/122022.
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here are the foreign public, but there also can be new emerging actors as well as issues and

spheres of concern. The effectiveness of Armenian Diaspora activities in terms of Public

Diplomacy is subsequently visible in the American example. Due to its active policy and

ongoing initiatives, 50 states of the USA have officially recognized the Armenian Genocide.

What is more influential, after 40 years of lobbying very impactful resolutions were passed

by the House of Representatives on October 29, 2019, recognizing the 1915 Genocide and

condemning the violence.103 This document was a historical event and it was marked as one

of the achievements of Armenian Public Diplomacy reached with the help of the huge

Diaspora influence. We should also not overlook the key role of the media, since the

Armenian Diaspora in the United States of America is absolute in terms of having its official

media and TV channels essential for the agenda-building processes and contributing to other

Public Diplomacy activities. One of them is the most popular Pan Armenian Media

Broadcasting operating in the United States of America.104

Armenian lobbying succeeded in another area when in 2002 Armenia was excluded from

the list of countries that are possible sources of terrorism.105

Another significant event was the adoption of Congress Resolution 306, which demanded

that Türkiye unconditionally return all property of the Christian Church, allow religious

ceremonies, and restore church property.106

Nevertheless, the observation of practical examples of Diaspora involvement in the issue

of genocide recognition shows that no tangible results have been registered, and the lobbying

success has yet served the short-term goals.

106 H.Res.306 - Urging the Republic of Turkey to safeguard its Christian heritage and to return confiscated
church properties. 112th Congress (2011-2012). Available at:
https://www.congress.gov/bill/112th-congress/house-resolution/306?s=1&r=6. Accessed on 13/12/2022.

105 The official website of Office of the General Commissioner of RA Diaspora Affairs. Available at:
http://diaspora.gov.am/hy/pages/3/usa. Accessed on 13/12/122022.

104 The official website of the Pan-Armenian TV Channel. Available at: https://www.panarmenian.tv/. Accessed
on 13/12/2022.

103 Resolution of the House of Representatives of the USA, October 29, 2019. Available at:
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hres296/BILLS-116hres296eh.pdf. Accessed on 13/12/2022.
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Chapter II: The main activities of the Armenian Diaspora in the

USA aimed at condemnation and recognition of the crime

“...admitting to a crime is not paying for a crime.”
Serzh Tankian (SOAD group vocalist)

2.1 The political potential of the Armenian-American community

As Zbigniew Brzezinski noted. “The most influential and effectively organized lobbies in

the USA that influence US foreign policy are the Jewish, Greek, and Armenian lobbies”.107

An important factor that makes the role of the Armenian community more influential is

especially the special form of residence confirmation. Armenians are significantly

concentrated in a number of states, such as California (especially Los Angeles and Fresno),

New Jersey, New York, Massachusetts (especially Boston), Florida, Illinois, and Michigan.

Armenians living in these states are deeply integrated into their economic, social, political,

and cultural network.108

The Armenian community in the USA is important not only for its scientific and

economic potential but also for its political role. This circumstance is conditioned both by the

population of the community and by certain features characteristic of the USA itself. The

problem is not only that the institution of diaspora is the most developed in the USA, but also

that it is determined to a certain extent by the nature of that country, more specifically, by the

American identity. Famous American political scientist S. Huntington believes that US

foreign policy is determined by the latter’s identity. In the famous work dedicated to the

identity of his country, the political scientist states: “The roots of the contradictions about

what we should do abroad lie in the contradictions about who we are at home”.109

109 Huntington S., “Who We are? America’s Great Debate”, New Delhi: Penguin Books, 2004, p. 10.

108 Noravank Foundation “Armenian resources” in the USA, 06/10/2010. Available at:
http://www.noravank.am/eng/articles/detail.php?ELEMENT_ID=5061. Accessed on 15/11/2022.

107Brzezinski Z., “The Grand Chessboard: American primacy and its geostrategic imperatives”, Basic Books,
New York, 1997, p. 28.
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There are many perspectives on American identity, one of which is the concept of a

multicultural society. According to Huntington, “...one of America’s greatest achievements,

perhaps its greatest, is the degree to which it has erased the racial and ethnic components that

have historically been central to its identity and have become a multi-ethnic, multi-racial

society in which individuals are judged on their own merits”.110 Speaking about the

connection between American identity and foreign policy, the author notes: “If the USA is

primarily a collection of cultural and ethnic communities, then its national interest lies in

promoting the goals of these communities, and we must have a “multicultural foreign

policy”.111

Moreover, from this point of view, the Armenian community has a certain advantage over

the rival Turkish-Azerbaijani community, because Turks and Azerbaijanis in the USA are

numerically smaller, relatively newer, and cannot yet be considered as one of the subcultures

of the multicultural American society. Therefore, if their influence on American domestic and

foreign policy as such is an external influence due to the fact that Turkish and Azerbaijani

lobby organizations are created and “fed” (financed) from outside, from Türkiye and

Azerbaijan, their activities are also directed to that by the authorities of the countries. In

comparison to it, the Armenian influence is largely endogenous and independent from

Armenia. In the relations between the RA authorities and the US Armenian community, it can

only refer to cooperation and consultation, and not to guidance from Yerevan.112

Summarizing the above, we can see that the following circumstances underlie the

pro-Armenian policy of the Armenian-American community:

● certain arrangement of US foreign policy with the identity of the United States,

● multiculturalism of the American identity;

● acting of the Armenian community as one component of American multicultural

society (one culture),

● comparative advantage over the Turkish and Azerbaijani communities in terms of

quantity and integration.

And in order for the Armenian-American community to be most effective in the protection

of Pan-Armenian interests, in other words, to increase its level of effectiveness, it is

necessary to evaluate its political potential, the individuals and structures involved, the

directions of their activities, etc. In this chapter, this issue is considered at two levels:

112 The official website of the Union of Communities of Armenia. Available at:
https://www.caa.am/en/company.html. Accessed on 16/12/2022.

111 Ibid., p. 10.
110 Ibid., p. 17.
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individual, in which the Armenian-American individuals engaged in political activity are

considered, and institutional, in which the US Armenian institutions engaged in political

activity are considered.

2.2 Individual level

Serzh Tankian: In the list of numerous American cultural figures with Armenian roots, such

as Serzh Zankian has played a major role in the process of recognizing the Genocide. As the

lead vocalist of the rock group “System of a Down” (SOAD), Serzh Tankian, has used his

international fame to speak out about the Armenian Genocide, both through his works and

through all possible platforms. Born in Beirut, Tankian later moved to Los Angeles as a child,

where he attended “Rose and Alex Philipos” National College, studying there with two

Armenians who later became members of the SOAD group, Daron Malakian and Shavo

Odadjian.113

Serzh has made speeches on many occasions regarding the issue of genocide and the need

for justice calling upon his audience to be more alert to the Genocide issue: “I think the

problem is to restore justice in this matter. On the other hand, it is also necessary to draw

attention to Genocides in general. We are witnessing them even now, they happened in the

recent past, in the last 15, and 20 years... and they exist today. Regardless of the Armenian

Genocide, the Holocaust, Darfur, and Cambodia, it all continues today. So, it is important for

me, because it is relevant. It is not WWI; it’s happening right now”.114 At SOAD’s numerous

concerts and during his solo concerts, he directly addressed the Genocide and stated that

despite the efforts of the Turkish government to blacken him and his group, they have many

fans in Türkiye.115

Tankian’s commitment to recognition and condemnation of the Armenian Genocide

derived from the fact that he is also a descendant of Genocide survival. The singer also has

become a part of Armenian collective memory since his maternal grandfather Stepan

Haytayan was one of the survivors of the Armenian Genocide, originating from the Efkere

115 Is SOAD popular in Turkey? Available at:
https://www.reddit.com/r/systemofadown/comments/su3l8o/are_soad_popular_in_turkey/. Accessed on
16/12/2022.

114 Karb J., “From the Holocaust to Darfur: A Recipe for Genocide” Journal of Inquiry & Action in Education,
2(1), 2009 Available at: https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1134697.pdf. Accessed on 10/11/2022.

113 The official website of SOAD Fans: System of a Down Wiki. Available at:
https://soad.fandom.com/wiki/Daron_Malakian.  Accessed on 10/11/2022.
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settlement of Caesarea (now Kayseri, central Türkiye). During the massacres unleashed in

that small town, the grandfather lost almost all his family members. “I heard the stories of my

grandparents’ rescue and the horrors they experienced directly from them”, says Tankian in

the documentary called “The Screamers”.116 As we can see, story-telling is a very common

and key pattern of building up a collective memory, especially when the actual story has

tragic or disastrous accents.

While thinking of transmitting the story to the next generations, the above-mentioned

movie becomes quite central since the parts of the movie where Serzh and his grandfather

talk about what happened are the most heartbreaking. Throughout Anatolia, Armenian men

were disarmed and killed, and those women and children who were not kidnapped, raped, and

killed were sent on a “death march”. Thus, Stepan Haytayan ended up in an American

orphanage in Greece and eventually went to Lebanon. If there weren’t the American

missionaries supporting the operation of that orphanage, Tankian’s family would never have

been saved.117 Tankian’s maternal grandmother, Varsenig, was also one of the survivors of the

massacres by miracle. The Turkish mayor, risking his life, hid the girl and other members of

her family like some other officials of the Ottoman Empire. It was because of the fact that

some Turks also refused to carry out government orders to kill or deport Armenians, yet there

were cases when the Ottoman government executed such saviors for disobeying the

government’s orders.118

Serzh’s paternal grandparents, Nazareth and Varduhi, also survived the Genocide due to

the fact that they both worked on the construction of the Berlin-Baghdad railway. A railway

that Turkey and its ally Germany were building so that the latter would have access to the

Persian Gulf. Some Armenians were literally tortured to death through work, but some

managed to survive despite being forced to do hard physical work. Serzh’s grandparents were

the “lucky ones”. Serzh admits that if it were not for those few saviors, his family probably

would not have survived 1915. This singer is also sure that the restoration of justice will be a

certain solution. As Tankian noted on another occasion: “I think, along with the victory of

justice, I would like to see Armenian culture move forward, leaving behind the talk about the

Genocide...we do not want to be recognized as the “lost orphans of the Middle East, we want

118 Ibid.

117The official website of Aurora Humanitarian Initiative. Available at:
https://auroraprize.com/en/serj-tankian-mission. Accessed on 17/12/2022.

116 From executive producer Joe Berlinger, A film by Garin Hovannisian “Truth to Power”. Available at:
https://www.vudu.com/content/movies/details/Truth-to-Power/1692546. Accessed on 10/11/2022.
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to be recognized by our present and, in general, by what we have presented throughout

history”.119

One of the greatest contributions to the recognition and awareness raising for the

Armenian genocide was the “Wake Up the Souls” world tour, dedicated to the 100th

anniversary of the Armenian Genocide. During the tour, the group had concerts in Great

Britain, Germany, France, Belgium, the Netherlands, Russia, Armenia, etc.120 On this note,

Tankian mentioned: “Our aim is to help bring awareness and direct people to action in trying

to attain justice for the first Genocide of the 20th century of Armenians, Greeks, and

Assyrians perpetrated by Turks during the first World War”.121

Here we are witnessing a reality where a celebrity uses his public image and popularity to

have an effect on public opinion building. This is a clear example of successfully addressing

important issues of a home country abroad while mixing them into a culture: Serzh has

multiple songs on the Armenian Genocide such as “Yes, it is Genocide”, “Genocidal

Humanoids”, etc. Although Serzh’s audience is not big enough to be considered the whole

country’s “public”, those who are more or less familiar with the group are also familiar with

the Genocide issue, which is a great result for a small country like Armenia.122

Serzh’s contribution to the awareness-rising was not limited only to the “floors” where he

was the first acting figure. He took part in the movie “The Promise”123 as a consultant for the

musical part of the film and contributed to the modern rendering of one of the Armenian folk

songs for the film’s soundtrack.124

124 The official website of the singer Serzh Tankian. Available at:
https://serjtankian.com/blogs/composing-news/serj-tankian-finishes-song-for-armenian-genocide-film-the-promi
se, Accessed on 17/12/2022.

123On the 100th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide, the movie “The Promise” was shot by the Survival
pictures company with the funding and initiative of American-Armenian businessman, billionaire, philanthropist
Kirk Kerkorian, directed by Oscar winner Terry George. Kerkoryan’s grandfather, Gaspar Kerkoryan, like many
other Armenians, immigrated to the USA from the city of Kharberd, Western Armenia, escaping the
persecutions and massacres of the Ottoman Turks.
Available at: https://thepromisetoact.org/the-armenian-genocide/. Accessed on 17/12/2022.

122 Ibid.

121Agos newspaper, SOAD will say “Wake up the Souls”, 11.26.2014. Available at:
https://www.agos.com.tr/en/article/8535/soad-will-say-wake-up-the-souls. Accessed on 01/12/2022.

120 SOAD performs in Armenia for the first time to mark genocide's 100th anniversary, 23/04/2015. Available at:
https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/music/news/system-of-a-down-perform-in-armenia-for-the-fir
st-time-to-mark-genocide-s-100th-anniversary-10197847.html. Accessed on 17/12/2022.

119System of a Down’s Serj Tankian: “If something is true, it should be said”. Available at:
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2021/mar/24/serj-tankian-system-of-a-down-armenia. Accessed on
13/11/2022.
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The movie “The Promise” about the Armenian Genocide became the subject of political

speculation and scandal even before it was released on the big screens.125 The movie has been

given so many bad ratings by neighboring Türkiye and Azerbaijan. As a result, the film was

talked about even before it entered the cinema, and the artistic work turned into a purely

political “shootout”. This Hollywood-scripted film was not only a cultural asset, but also an

opportunity to draw the world’s attention once again to the first great tragedy of the 20th

century, the attempted extermination of the Armenian people.126 Although this film has an

artistic solution, the documentation is clear: mass evacuation and destruction of residents

from the villages, labeling of foreigners who reach out for help as spies and traitors. In the

last part of the film, there is the 40-day battle of Mount Musa, when the French navy comes

to the aid of the Armenians resulting in the survival of a number of Armenians. 127

Cher: Another famous celebrity is American-Armenian singer (often described as the

“Goddess of Pop”) Cher (Sherlin Sargisian), who considered the repetition of the Genocide

unacceptable. Having more than 4 million followers on Twitter and more fans all over the

globe, the singer posted about the Armenian Genocide on her microblog: “Hitler said: if they

don’t remember the Armenians, they won’t remember the Jews. We can’t let this happen to

another group of people. I promise to keep my promise”.128 It should be noted that although

the singer is half-American, her grandparents from her father’s side were also Genocide

survivors. Thus, this fact, in its turn, made Cher a part of the Armenian collective memory

through the stories of her grandmother about the horrific events in 1915. She reaffirmed it

once again after watching the Hollywood film “The Promise’’ while writing on her Twitter “I

saw the movie The Promise tonight. It is a true story of how the Turks massacred 1.5 million

Armenians in 1915. Erdogan Pasha... Never again”.129

Later, the producers of the film started the #keepthepromise campaign, through which

musician Elton John, actor Sylvester Stallone, singer Cher, Barbara Streisand, Kim

129 Cher’s Twitter, posted on 22/10/2016.Available at: https://twitter.com/cher/status/789709508008259584.
Accessed on 09/11/2022.

128Cher responds to Biden calling mass killing of Armenians a Genocide, 24/04/2021. Available at:
https://www.today.com/popculture/cher-responds-biden-calling-mass-killing-armenians-Genocide-t216269.
Accessed on 17/12/2022.

127The official website of Armenian National Institute. Availabale at:
https://www.armenian-genocide.org/musa_dagh.html. Accessed on 17/12/2022.

126 The official website of the movie “Promise”. Available at: https://thepromisetoact.org/, Accessed on
17/12/2022.

125 Film “Promise" was shown in Canada”, 07/06/2017. Available at:
https://arminfo.info/full_news.php?id=26066&lang=3, Accessed on 17/12/2022.
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Kardashian, tennis player Andre Agassi, actors Leonardo DiCaprio, Ryan Gosling, Dean

Cain, and Owen expressed their support for the film.130

Kim Kardashian: The activity and role of world-renowned American-Armenian film

actress and model Kim Kardashian, aimed at the recognition of the Armenian Genocide, is

also undeniably great. She called on her 5.5 million fans on the Twitter social network to

contact the speaker of the House of Representatives, Nancy Pelosi, so that she would put the

resolution on the recognition of the Armenian Genocide to a vote. “My father told us a lot

about Armenians and Armenian culture, he always said that we should never remove “yan”

from the end of our last name, which is what many Armenians who moved to America do.

Every year, my family and I honor the memory of the victims of the Armenian Genocide.

Although many countries of the world have recognized the Armenian Genocide, the Turkish

government denies this reality as before. The Armenian Genocide was carried out earlier than

the Genocides in Rwanda, Darfur, and the Holocaust, and these crimes might not have

happened if the Armenian Genocide had been condemned at the time,” Kim wrote on her

blog (and the number of visitors to the blog reaches millions).131

Such posts can often be seen on the world star’s blog. The Kardashians themselves are

descendants of genocide survivors. During her first visit to Armenia in 2015, she laid flowers

near the eternal fire at the memorial complex for the victims of the Genocide in

Tsiternakaberd and posted about on her Instagram. For some clear reasons her post in

Tsitsernakaberd caused outrage among her Turk and Azerbaijani followers who waved the

post with hate speech and Armenophobia.132

As we can see, Kim Kardashian attaches great importance to raising the issue of the

Armenian Genocide assuring that she will never give up on this matter. On that topic, she also

had discussions at the White House and spoke with the advisor of US President Donald

Trump.

132 Armenophobia is the Anti-Armenian sentiment currently more boldly present in the Republic of Azerbaijan.
It includes a broad range of negative feelings towards the Republic of Armenia, Armenians and everything
associated with Armenian identity. Currently Armenophobia is quite obvious and present both amongst the state
and non-state officials. The Office оf Ombudsman Of The Republic Of Artsakh: “Armenophobia in
Azerbaijan”, 2018, p. 2. Available
at:https://agbueurope.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2017/02/Armenophobia-in-Azerbaijan-1.00-Interactive-2
5.09.2018.pdf. Accessed on 28/10/2022.

131 From Kim Kardashian's Instagram page. Available at: https://www.instagram.com/p/B4QNbTZlfnG/.
Accessed on 10/11/2022.

130 Official website of the President of the Republic of Armenia “President receives “Architects of Denial” film
producers”, 06.03.2018. Available at:
https://www.president.am/en/press-release/item/2018/03/06/President-Serzh-Sargsyan-met-with-the-producers-o
f-Architects-of-Denial-documentary-film/. Accessed on 29/10/2022.

44

https://agbueurope.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2017/02/Armenophobia-in-Azerbaijan-1.00-Interactive-25.09.2018.pdf
https://agbueurope.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/17/2017/02/Armenophobia-in-Azerbaijan-1.00-Interactive-25.09.2018.pdf
https://www.president.am/en/press-release/item/2018/03/06/President-Serzh-Sargsyan-met-with-the-producers-of-Architects-of-Denial-documentary-film/
https://www.president.am/en/press-release/item/2018/03/06/President-Serzh-Sargsyan-met-with-the-producers-of-Architects-of-Denial-documentary-film/


On October 29, 2019, the US House of Representatives adopted Resolution No. 296

recognizing the Armenian Genocide by an overwhelming majority of votes.133

Kim Kardashian presented the results of the voting the resolution on her Instagram page

and noted: “Today we made history.” She also sent an open letter to US President Joe Biden

on her Instagram saying: “This was a really long journey for the Armenian nation. Every year

I felt that we were getting closer to the Genocide and finally that day came. I am very proud

of my ethnicity; I am proud of being Armenian and of the Armenian community. I thank

President Biden for granting this day to every Armenian and thank you for telling the truth.

Although nothing will ever bring back the oppressed Armenians, I hope that now their lives

will feel a sense of hope. Every year, on that day, I have respected and remembered those

whom we defeated. Now I hope that after recognizing the decision of Genocide, we will

never allow past atrocities to be repeated. Thank you, President Biden, for your courage to

speak the truth that others chose to hide”.134

Judging from the above, it can be concluded that it is quite effective to implement such a

policy, which emphasizes, first of all, famous Armenian individuals involved in foreign

media, cultural and political spheres, connecting their activities mostly to the actions aimed at

the well-being of the homeland, raising the issues existing in the homeland, awakening

national self-awareness in the public, as well as to use their opportunities in favor of solving

national problems.

It can be clearly stated that in order for irrefutable arguments about Genocide to remain in

the memory of generations and become transgenerational, it is necessary for them to have

external support. Since the Genocide is already more than a hundred years old, it is a serious

obstacle for the present generations to relive it, in order to preserve and transmit its memory,

it is necessary that this memory receive a material (symbolic) representation or turn into a

cultural memory. According to Pierre Nora: “The less memory is internally experienced, the

more it needs external support and tangible fulcrums by which and only because of which it

exists”.135

135 Nora P., “Problems of places of memory // France-memory”, St. Petersburg: Publishing House of St.
Petersburg. un-ta, 1999, pp. 28-29.

134 Twitter blog of Kim Kardashian. Available at:
https://twitter.com/KimKardashian/status/1189332650185637888?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweet
embed%7Ctwterm%5E1189332650185637888&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2F168.am%2F2019%2F10%2F30%2
F1196088.html. Accessed on 03/11/2022.

133 H.Res.296 - Affirming the USA record on the Armenian Genocide. 116th Congress (2019-2020). Available
at:
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-resolution/296/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22armen
ian+genocide%22%7D&r=3&s=1. Accessed on 30/10/2022.
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Therefore, the dominant form of communicative memory (or, as P. Nora calls it, traditional

memory) is no longer, due to time limitations, able to provide the collective memory of the

genocide, and in the conditions of its retreat, it needs to be reincarnated in broad cultural

forms (or places of memory), which means that the process of institutionalizing the memory

of the genocide continues to be one of the urgent problems of domestic politics.

On a positive note, it should be highlighted that today there are more than 300 monuments

dedicated to the Armenian Genocide in 45 countries around the world. Most of the

monuments are in the USA, France, Syria, and Russia.136

A memorial to the Armenian Genocide victims was also built in Montebello, California,

USA in 1965 on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Armenian Genocide because of

the Armenian community of Los Angeles decided to build a memorial complex, which

should be a permanent place to honor the memory of the victims. The opening of the

memorial took place in April 1968. It is a 23-meter-high building with eight interconnected

arches. This is the largest memorial dedicated to the Armenian Genocide in the United States.

Among the memorial monuments, we can highlight the Toronto (Canada) and Isfahan (Iran)

memorials, which were built by combining the designs of the Tsitsernakaberd and

Montebello memorials.137

Similar to the Tsitsernakaberd memorial complex, the monument located in the San

Joaquin Plain of Fresno was built. The monument is made of tuff and has nine columns that

symbolize the six states of Armenia, Cilicia, Diaspora, and the Republic of Armenia. The first

column is 5.8 m. height, the last one - 4.6, which symbolizes the year 1915. The half halo on

the pillars of the monument symbolizes the gap caused by the Genocide and the unity of the

Armenian people.138

In January 2015, the Clark administrative district of the state of Nevada, USA, decided to

build a monument dedicated to the memory of the Armenian Genocide victims in “Sunset

Park” in Las Vegas.139 The monument was built with the funds of the Armenian-American

Cultural Union. It is similar to the Tsitsernakaberd monument, in smaller sizes. The

139Armenian Genocide monument groundbreaking held in Las Vegas, June 2015. Available at:
https://armenpress.am/eng/news/807615. Accessed on 18/12/2022.

138Fresno State Magazine “Armenian Genocide Monument”. Available at:
https://magazine.fresnostate.edu/armenian-genocide-monument/. Accessed on 15/12/2022.

137The official website of “Armenain National Institute”. Available at:
https://www.armenian-genocide.org/memorials.html. Accessed on 15/12/2022.

136 International Journal of Armenian Genocide Studies Volume 6, No. 2, 2021. Available at:
https://agmipublications.asnet.am/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/IJAGS_Vol.6_N2.pdf. Accessed on 15/12/2022.
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monument consists of 12 stone slabs that symbolize the 12 Armenian settlements displaced

during the Armenian Genocide.140

In 2012 The Armenian Heritage Park and the Armenian Genocide Memorial were opened

in the center of Boston as gratitude for hosting thousands of dispossed Armenians as a result

of the Armenian Genocide.141

2.3 Institutional level

Although the work of the listed persons at the individual level can be considered quite

successful in some aspects, the institutional level should also have clear and strong

coordination in order to achieve more effective results. In general, the political institutions of

the Diaspora firstly include traditional parties: Armenian Revolutionary Alliance Party

(ARF), the Social-Democratic Hunchakian party (SDHAP), and Ramkavar Liberal Party

(RAK). Although the central bodies of the three Diaspora parties are located outside the

United States142, their branches or local bodies are present here. In addition, among other

institutions operating under the auspices of the parties, such as the press, schools, etc., there

are so-called party-related charitable, cultural, and political significant structures. Among the

charitable structures, for example, the Armenian Aid Union belongs to the ARF.143 There are

also branches of other party organizations in the USA. For example, Tekeyan Cultural Union

belongs to RAK, which is also a nationwide organization and has branches in the USA as

well. As far as political structures are concerned, one of the two largest Armenian diaspora

structures, the Armenian National Committee of America (Armenian National Committee),

operates under the auspices of the ARF. Here, by political structures, we mean primarily

Armenian diaspora institutions.144

144The official website of ANCA. Available at: https://anca.org/about-anca/. Accessed on 16/12/2022.

143Vardanyan A., “Activities of the Armenian Relief Society (ARS) in the Republic of Armenia and Artsakh,
Homeland-Diaspora relations during the years of RA independence (1991-2009)”. Collection of articles,
Stepanakert, “Polygraph” CJSC, 2010, p. 87.

142Armenian Diaspora Encyclopedia, Yerevan, "Tigran Mets", 2003, p. 756. Available at:
http://www.armeniandiaspora-am.armin.am/en/Encyclopedia_Of_armenian_diaspora. Accessed on 01/12/2022.

141The Armenian Heritage Park and Genocide Memorial were opened at the center of Boston, 22/05/2012.
Available at: https://www.mfa.am/en/press-releases/2012/05/22/park/2969. Accessed on 18/12/2022.

140Armenian Genocide Monument Inaugurated In Las Vegas. Available at:
https://anca.org/armenian-genocide-monument-inaugurated-in-las
vegas/#:~:text=It%20is%20offered%20in%20honor,this%20oasis%20in%20the%20desert.%E2%80%9D.
Accessed on 18/12/2022

47

https://www.mfa.am/en/press-releases/2012/05/22/park/2969
https://anca.org/armenian-genocide-monument-inaugurated-in-las%20vegas/#:~:text=It%20is%20offered%20in%20honor,this%20oasis%20in%20the%20desert.%E2%80%9D
https://anca.org/armenian-genocide-monument-inaugurated-in-las%20vegas/#:~:text=It%20is%20offered%20in%20honor,this%20oasis%20in%20the%20desert.%E2%80%9D


Although there are about a dozen Armenian diaspora organizations operating in the

USA145 the two largest ones stand out for their political weight and influence: the Armenian

Congress of America and the Armenian National Committee of America (the latter is also

known as the Armenian Dat Committee). Being an American institution, it practically acts as

a nationwide structure, because, having its branches in almost all Armenian communities

abroad, it carries out activities in almost all Armenian-populated countries.146

The Hay Dat commissions of the Federation have been operating under that name for

more than 75 years, starting from 1944, but their origins date back to earlier times.147 At the

end of the First World War, the “American Committee for the Independence of Armenia” was

formed in the USA of America. At the end of the Second World War, in 1944 in the USA of

America, the Armenian National Committee formed the Armenian National Committee,

which had an office in New York and presented the issue of the rights of the Armenian people

to the newly formed United Nations. On the occasion of the fiftieth anniversary of the

Armenian Genocide, Dashnaktsutyun formed special committees in all communities of the

Diaspora, which were later called ARF Hay Dat committees and are still active in around

thirty countries around the world.148

ANCA in the USA singles out several priorities for its activities. These are: defending

independent Armenia and Artsakh, expanding US-Armenia, and US-Artsakh cooperation,

ensuring justice for the Armenian Genocide, promoting constructive foreign aid policies, and

countering threats to Armenia’s security, Nagorno Karabakh’s (Artsakh149) sovereignty, and

the well-being of Armenian communities at risk around the world.150 The second largest

150 The official website of ANCA Policy, Priorities & Results. Available at: https://anca.org/issue/. Accessed on
30/11/2022.

149The Armenian name Artsakh is the equivalent to the Nagorno-Karabakh (Azerbaijani Dağlıq Qarabağ). The
name is also used to refer to an autonomous oblast (province) of the former Azerbaijan Soviet Socialist Republic
(S.S.R.) and to the Republic of Nagorno-Karabakh, a self-declared country whose independence is not
internationally recognized. Available at: https://www.britannica.com/place/Nagorno-Karabakh. Accessed on
17/12/2022.

148The official website of The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of The Republic of Armenia. Available at:
https://www.mfa.am/en/press-releases/2016/05/07/haydat/6150. Accessed on 30/11/2022.

147The official website of ANCA. Available at:
https://www.ancnews.info/?wppolitic_mission=%D5%B0%D5%AB%D5%B4%D5%B6%D5%A1%D5%A4%
D6%80%D5%B8%D6%82%D5%A9%D5%B5%D5%B8%D6%82%D5%B6-%D6%87-%D5%B6%D5%BA%
D5%A1%D5%BF%D5%A1%D5%AF%D5%A1%D5%B6%D5%A5%D6%80. Accessed on 01/12/2022.

146Dyatlov V., Melkonyan E., "Armenian diaspora. Essays on social and cultural typology", Er., Institut
Kavkaza, 2009, p. 131.

145 Yeganyan A., “Strategic evaluations of the cooperation between the Republic of Armenia and the American
Armenian lobbying structures, Workbooks (Activity of the Armenian lobbying structures of the USA from the
perspective of the strategic interests of the national security of the Republic of Armenia)”, No. 1 and 2, 2010, p.
117.
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Armenian lobbying organization in the US, the Armenian Congress, also identifies similar

priorities.

After the Biden administration took power in the USA, Armenian lobbying organizations

continue to work within the framework of their political priorities, promoting Armenian

interests in the USA. According to ANCA, from the first days of his office, Biden is required

to restore stability and promote peace in the South Caucasus.151

Providing aid to Armenia and Artsakh is also among the priorities of lobbying

organizations, so the latter is also trying to influence the allocation of financial support to

Armenia and Artsakh during the Biden administration.152 For the fiscal year 2023, ANCA has

launched an online campaign to ensure that no less than $100 million in direct humanitarian

aid is allocated in the fiscal year 2023 foreign aid bill to the more than 100,000 Armenians

who have been displaced from Artsakh as a result of  the 44-Day war153.

In addition, ANCA demands 100 million US dollars in support to Armenia to strengthen

the security and sovereignty of Armenia.154 Meanwhile, the Biden administration proposed

only $24 million in aid to Armenia in their draft White House fiscal year 2023 budget, which

is $21 million less than the 2022 fiscal year allocated by Congress and approved by the

president.155

With the joint efforts of these two organizations, in 1995 The Committee on Armenian

Affairs was established in the US Congress. In general, a congressional caucus is an informal

group of congressmen pursuing common legislative goals.156 Members of the commission

protect the interests of the community in Congress, due to which the demands of the

156 Zarifyan Z., “American-Armenian lobby: structure, methods and results”, Workbooks (Activities of
Armenian lobbying structures of the USA from the perspective of the strategic interests of RA national
security), No. 1 and 2, 2010, p. 170.

155President Biden Proposes Just $24 Million for Armenia; No Figure for Artsakh Aid. Available at:
https://anca.org/pressrelease/president-biden-proposes-just-24-million-for-armenia-no-figure-for-artsakh-aid/.
Accessed on 10/11/2022.

154ANCA: “Artsakh is a U.S. humanitarian aid desert”. Available at
:https://anca.org/press-release/anca-artsakh-is-a-u-s-humanitarian-aid-desert/.Accessed on 01/12/2022.

15344-Day war or Second Nagorno Karabakh war broke out on 27 September 2020.Six weeks of bloody armed
conflict finally ended in the early hours of 10 November with a ceasefire brokered by the Russian Federation.
Under the agreement, Azerbaijan now again controls in full the seven districts adjacent to Nagorno-Karabakh
that Armenian forces had held since the previous war. It also holds a substantial part of Nagorno-Karabakh
itself. The rest is patrolled by a Russian peacekeeping force but still governed by self-proclaimed local
authorities. Available at: https://www.crisisgroup.org/content/nagorno-karabakh-conflict-visual-explainer.
Accessed on 18/12/2022.

152 Congress Calling for $45 Million in FY22 U.S. Aid to Armenia; Additional Oversight on U.S. Aid to
Azerbaijan. Available at:
https://anca.org/press-release/congress-calling-for-45-million-in-fy22-u-s-aid-to-armenia-additionaloversight-on
-u-s-aid-to-azerbaijan/. Accessed on 01/11/2022.

151ANCA Congratulates President Biden. Available at:
https://anca.org/press-release/anca-congratulates-president-biden/. Accessed on 30/11/2022.
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Armenian lobby gain credibility, legitimacy, and strength in the US legislature.157 The

Armenian Affairs Committee of the Congress is one of the largest of its kind. It has about 150

members (about 34% of the 435 congressmen), while Armenians, according to various

estimates, make up 0.5% of the US population.158 For comparison, let’s note that “for

example, there are only 41 people in the diaspora group protecting the interests of Blacks

(Black Caucus) of the Congress, and 106 people in the group protecting the interests of

Türkiye”.159 The Armenian lobby expands its activities in the direction of all important issues

for Armenians. Currently, four main directions of the latter’s pro-Armenian activities can be

distinguished:

a) international recognition and condemnation of the Armenian Genocide, which is

manifested by the efforts made towards the adoption of acts recognizing the Armenian

Genocide at the national (federal), state, and city levels. As of August 2022, 50 states have

recognized the Armenian Genocide. The central place of the recognition and condemnation

of the Genocide in the activities of the US Armenian diaspora structures is due not only to the

fact that the memory of the Genocide is the pillar of the identity of the Diaspora, including

the American Armenians but also to the considerations of preventing or excluding such

events in the future. The problem is that “...even in the third or fourth generation of

descendants of Armenians who survived the genocide, there is a deep mistrust and suspicion

towards Turks and Türkiye”.160

b) Artsakh issue, which includes not only the international recognition of Artsakh’s

independence, but also the efforts made in the direction of strengthening the ceasefire regime

on the line of contact, demining, implementing social programs, and limiting the military aid

provided to Azerbaijan.161

c) Increasing the amount of aid provided by the USA to Armenia, which includes not only

the annual budget allocated to RA and Nagorno Karabakh, but also the efforts made to

increase the amount provided for the implementation of various problems (alleviation of the

situation of Syrian Armenians immigrated to Armenia, military aid). 162

162 Minasyan S., “Nagorno-Karabakh After Two Decades of Conflict: is Prolongation of the Status Quo
Inevitable? Caucasus Institute Research Papers,” August 2010. – Yerevan, Caucasus Institute, p. 23.

161The official website of ANCA. Available at: https://anca.org/issue/. Accessed on 15/12/2022.

160 Iskandaryan A., “Minasyan S., Pragmatic Politics through the Realities of Historical Limitations: Analyzing
the Armenian-Turkish Process, Analytical Reports of the Caucasus Institute, No. 1”, January 2010, Yer.,
Caucasus Institute, 2010, p. 24.

159 Yeganyan A., ibid, p. 115։

158 Ter-Matevosyan V., “Homeland-Diaspora. strategic evaluations of problems”, Workbooks (the activities of
the Armenian lobbying structures of the USA from the perspective of the strategic interests of the national
security of the Republic of Armenia), No. 1 and 2, 2010, p. 65.

157 Ibid., p. 171։
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d) Development of Armenian-American relations, which are aimed at the elimination of

double taxation between Armenia and the USA, implementation of direct flights from

Yerevan to Los Angeles, and implementation of various educational and other programs.163

Today, ANCA is one of the largest and most influential lobbying organizations of

Armenians in the United States, which implements a policy of protecting the interests of all

Armenians in various fields.164 Operating throughout the USA and cooperating with other

world Armenian committees, the organization actively promotes the interests of the

Armenian community in the United States. Among the main objectives of the committee’s

activities are also raising awareness about the independent Republic of Armenia, the

guidance of US policy related to the Armenian American community, etc. 165

ANCA is also actively involved in the US election processes at the federal, state, and local

levels. The committee conducts information and educational-cognitive activities with elected

officials on issues related to American Armenians, as well as provides local Armenians with

the necessary information regarding the approaches of this or that candidate to issues related

to American Armenians and Armenian interests.

The Armenian National Committee of America-West Region is the largest and most

influential Armenian-American grassroots support organization in the Western United States.

Working with a network of offices, departments, and supporters throughout the region and

affiliated organizations across the country, ANCA-WR serves all aspects of the Armenian

issue by organizing and developing local Armenian communities.166

ANCA-WR also worked on making coalition partners, which have led to the formalization

of cooperation with the Assyrian and Greek communities as well as developed relationships

with antigenocidal and human rights organizations.167

The organization played an essential leadership role in the Armenian Genocide Centennial

Committee - Western USA, helping to organize the historic march for Justice on April 24 in

2018, when more than 166,000 activists took the streets of Los Angeles to demand justice for

167ANCA-WR Decade in Review (2010-2020). Available at:
http://ancawr.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/ANCA-WR-Decade-in-Review-3.pdf, p. 13. Accessed on
18/12/2022.

166The official website of Armenian National Committee of America Western Region. Available at:
https://ancawr.org/about/anca-western-region/. Accessed on 01/11/2022.

165The official website of ANCA. Available at: https://anca.org/about-anca/. Accessed on 17/12/2022.

164The official website of ANCA. Available at: https://anca.org/issue/u-s-armenia-ties-partnership-progress/.
Accessed on 17/12/2022.

163The official website of ANCA. Available at:
https://anca.org/armenia-to-pursue-double-taxation-treaty-with-us/. Accessed on 15/12/2022.
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1.5 million lives lost during the 1915 genocide, making it the second largest march in Los

Angeles history.168

On April 24, 2020, the Armenian-American community celebrated the 105th anniversary

of the Armenian Genocide while initiating an interesting campaign aimed at feeding 1,5

million people.169 With the help of this initiative, the Armenian-American community tried to

raise awareness over the Armenian Genocide and expressed gratitude to the Armenian public

for the help and support given to the Armenian asylum seekers after the Genocide.

On April 24, 2020, the Armenian-American community celebrated the 105th anniversary

of the Armenian Genocide while initiating an interesting campaign aimed at feeding 1,5

million people.170 With the help of this initiative, the Armenian-American community tried to

raise awareness over the Armenian Genocide and expressed gratitude to the American public

for the help and support given to the Armenian asylum seekers after the Genocide.

On the same token, we should admit that Türkiye is also quite active in terms of its

lobbying activities. According to the data provided by the “Open Secrets” non-profit

organization, the Republic of Türkiye overall had around government $1,305,456, and

non-government $2,064,740 spending on lobbying activities for the year 2022.171 In order to

support Turkish interests in the USA and organize communities' public life, there are several

Tukrish-American organizations, such as Turkish American Association of Minnesota, the

American Association of Crimean Turks, the American-Turkish Council, etc. 172

One of the most active Turkish lobbyist organizations in the USA is considered to be the

Turkish American national steering committee (TASC) which is based in Washington DC.173

It should be stated that the organization gives great importance to the issue of the Armenian

Genocide in the sense, that it tries to actively disrupt any process that is aimed at

condemnation and international recognition of the Armenian Genocide.

For example, the organization tried to prevent the planned gathering on April 24 in 2017

at the Sheridan Circle Ring Road in Washington. As well as the organization tried to disrupt

the ANCA-organized walkout to condemn the Armenian Genocide with loud dance music,

173 The official website of TASC. Available at: https://ourtasc.org/. Accessed on 18/12/2022.

172The official website of the Turkish coalition of America (TCA). Available at:
https://www.tc-america.org/organizations/. Accessed on 18/12/2022.

171The official website of the “Open Secrets” organization, foreign lobby watch. Available at:
https://www.opensecrets.org/fara/countries/22. Accessed on 18/12/2022.

170Ibid.

169This April 24 Let’s Feed 1.5 million People to Commemorate Armenian Genocide, 17/04/2020. Available at:
https://asbarez.com/this-april-24-lets-feed-1-5-million-people-to-commemorate-armenian-genocide/. Accessed
on 18/12/2022.

168 Ibid., Available at:  https://ancawr.org/about/anca-western-region/. Accessed on 07/12/2022.

52

https://www.tc-america.org/organizations/
https://www.opensecrets.org/fara/countries/22
https://asbarez.com/this-april-24-lets-feed-1-5-million-people-to-commemorate-armenian-genocide/


chants, shouts, and whistles.174And although the American authorities allowed the

organization to occupy about 1/3 of Sheridan Circle on April 24, nevertheless, thanks to the

great efforts of the Armenian side, representatives of the Armenian, Greek, and Assyrian

communities in the USA demonstrated activism and commemorated the Genocide victims in

the capital, Washington.175

Additionally, the co-chair of the organization Günay Evinch strongly criticized president

Biden’s statement over the Armenian Genocide in April 2021, naming the Biden’s speech

“void and null”, as well as accusing the US president of using the Armenian Narrative about

the issue and recognizing the mass killing as Genocide.176

2.4 Ensuring justice for the Armenian Genocide

There were several resolutions passed by the US Senate and Congress which are

acknowledging and condemning the Armenian Genocide as a historical fact. Particularly, the

USA Senate Resolution No. 150, where the Congress calls upon “to commemorate the

Armenian Genocide through official recognition and remembrance…”.177 Another resolution

condemning the violence has been passed by the House of Representatives on 29 October

2019 which reaffirms the points made in the resolution passed by the Senate.178

These efforts are of high value, however, none of the presidents of the USA of America

has officially recognized and condemned the violation and called upon Türkiye to face its

own history until president Joe Biden. The reason can be found mostly in the political context

since the two countries share collective security cooperation within the framework of NATO.

Again, we are having a situation where countries prioritize their political-military interests

while turning a blind eye to human rights violations. Not officially recognizing the Armenian

178 Resolution of the House of Representatives of the USA, 29 October, 2019. Available at:
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hres296/BILLS-116hres296eh.pdf. Accessed on 29/11/2022.

177 USA Senate Resolution 150 on Armenian Genocide, 9 April, 2019. Available at:
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-resolution/150/all-info. Accessed on 29/11/2022.

176Turks in the US protest Biden's decision on 1915 events, 25/04/2021. Available at:
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/turks-in-us-protest-bidens-decision-on-1915-events, Accessed
on 18/12/2022.

175Allies of Erdogan Plan to Silence Armenian Genocide Protest in Washington,23/04/2019.Available at:
https://armedia.am/eng/news/70505/allies-of-erdogan-plan-to-silence-armenian-genocide-protest-in-washington.
html Accessed on 29/11/2022.

174Erdogan Doubles Down At Sheridan Circle, 22/04/2019.Available at
:https://asbarez.com/erdogan-doubles-down-at-sheridan-circle/?fbclid=IwAR1UcZZ_LgJSK79aYuL_DuPAIND
Vn82Y19GYFDTr6GhbEoSaHKJt7WO07rk. Accessed on 18/12/2022.
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Genocide as a crime committed by the Ottoman Turks, betrays the core values and principles

declared by the USA of America itself. 179

We found it of core importance to highlight the Turkish position on this fragile matter. Of

course, the official approach is obvious, however, after 2008 the topic of the Armenian

Genocide stopped becoming a “taboo” in the Republic of Türkiye. The main reason is that

more intellectuals, writers, and historians such as Taner Akçam, Orhan Pamuk, and others

have started to speak and write about the rapprochement of the two countries having in mind

the Armenian Genocide as a fact.180

Speaking of the American atmosphere over the Genocide reality, it should be stated that

for years, American Armenians and US Armenian lobbyists have been impatiently waiting

for April 24 for the next US president to utter the word “Genocide”. Before each presidential

election, the US presidential candidates promised the Armenian electorate to recognize the

genocide, which remained at the level of their promises.181

While analyzing the speeches made by the US presidents on the event of April 24, we see

that the presidents mainly avoided uttering the word “Genocide” because of its legal weight,

but rather stuck to the term “Mets Yeghern”182. It is obvious that in this case, we are dealing

with the fact of avoiding the use of the internationally accepted term “Genocide”, which,

unlike “Mets Yeghern”, is defined by international law as a grave international crime

involving criminal responsibility.

For example, on February 2000, during a meeting with the Armenian community of

Michigan, presidential candidate Bush Jr. promised to call a spade a spade if elected and to

call the tragedy of the beginning of the 20th century the Armenian Genocide.183 While in the

elections, the Armenian community supported George Bush, during his tenure, he described

183The official website of ANCA. Available at:
https://anca.org/press-release/george-w-bush-recognizes-armenian-genocide/. Accessed on 18/12/2022.

182The term “Mets Yeghern” (or Meds Yeghern) is the Armenian translation of “Great Crime”, and synonymous
to the term “Armenian Genocide”. The term refers to the Armenian Genocides re the way Shoah is used by Jews
to refer to the Holocaust. Available at: https://www.wordsense.eu/Mets_Yeghern/. Accessed on 18/12/2022.

181ANCA withholds support for presidential candidates. Available at:
https://armenpress.am/eng/news/696435/amn-hay-dati-handznakhumby-och-obamayin-och-el-romniin-chi.html.
Accessed on 16/12/2022.

180Akçam T., “Why is the Armenian Genocide Important?”, 15/04/2022. Retrived from the video.
Available at: https://www.facinghistory.org/resource-library/taner-akcam-why-armenian-genocide-important.
Accessed on 18/12/2022.

179 The official website of the US State Department. Available at:
https://www.state.gov/policy-issues/human-rights-and-democracy/. Accessed on 16/12/2022.
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the Armenian Genocide as a “Mets Yeghern”, “forced deportation”, “mass murders”, and

“mass massacres”.184

The 44th US President Barack Obama did not change anything regarding the Genocide.

During his years as a senator, he often described the slaughter carried out by Türkiye as

genocide. In 2010, Barack Obama said in his April 24 address: “This is one of the devastating

pages in the history of the Armenian people, and we must keep the memory of it alive, as a

sign of respect for the victims and to avoid the terrible mistakes of the past”.185

In 2011, on the eve of the Genocide, Armenians in California held the “Obama, fulfill your

promise and recognize the Armenian Genocide” action. In 2013, on the eve of April 24,

American Congressman Adam Schiff wrote an open letter to President Barack Obama, urging

him to finally use the term “genocide” in his annual address to Armenian Americans on April

24.186

In 2015, on the eve of the 100th anniversary of the genocide, in response to the great

expectations of the Armenian diaspora, “The Wall Street Journal” wrote that the US White

House sent a signal that President Barack Obama would not use the term “genocide” when

describing the massacre of 1.5 million Armenians in the Ottoman Empire, continuing not

keep the promise.187

The newspaper reminded that Obama when he was fighting for the presidency, promised

to use the word “genocide”, and in 2008 he said: “The Armenian Genocide is neither an

assertion nor a personal point of view, but a fact recorded by many historical testimonies.”

Obama also said. “I will recognize the Armenian Genocide”.188

However, even on April 24, 2015, in the event of 100th anniversary of the Armenian

Genocide, Obama described the Genocide as “Mets Yeghern” stating: “This year we mark the

centennial of the Meds Yeghern, the first mass atrocity of the 20th Century. Beginning in

188 Rep. Schiff Delivers Open Letter to President Obama on House Floor on the Armenian Genocide April 20,
2016. Available at:
https://schiff.house.gov/news/press-releases/rep-schiff-delivers-open-letter-to-president-obama-on-house-floor-o
n-the-armenian-genocide. Accessed on 09/11/2022.

187The Wall Street Journal “White House Shows No Signs of Saying Genocide”. Available at:
https://www.wsj.com/articles/BL-WB-54577. Accessed on 16/12/2022.

186 International media reminds Obama about his promise to recognize Armenian Genocide. Available at:
https://armenpress.am/eng/news/802803. Accessed on 11/11/2022.

185Administration of Barack H. Obama, 2010., “Statement on Armenian Remembrance Day”, April 24, 2010.
Available at: https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/DCPD-201000295/pdf/DCPD-201000295.pdf. Accessed on
18/12/2022.

184The official website of ANCA. Available at:
https://anca.org/press-release/president-bush-breaks-pledge-to-recognize-armenian-genocide/. Accessed on
18/12/2022.
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1915, the Armenian people of the Ottoman Empire were deported, massacred, and marched

to their deaths.”189

On April 24, 2016, Obama almost repeated the same: “Today we solemnly reflect on the

first mass atrocity of the 20th century—the Armenian Meds Yeghern—when one and a half

million Armenian people were deported, massacred, and marched to their deaths in the final

days of the Ottoman empire.”190

Thus, Obama kept using the phrase “Mets Yeghern” instead of genocide, emphasizing that

“The Mets Yeghern will live on in our memory”.191 The use of the term was not accidental.

Probably, he considered it a compromise wording that could be acceptable to the Armenians

who were the authors of that edge, to satisfy them, on the one hand, and be acceptable to the

Turks as well.

In terms of content and historical understanding, “Mets Yeghern” and “Genocide” are

synonymous. And it would be good if these two terms were explained as equivalent words

when addressing the atrocities committed by the Ottoman Turks. I believe, that in the way

that the term “Holocaust” constitutes the understanding of Genocide, the term Mets Yeghern

could also be the perfect example of pinpointing the Armenian Genocide. However, I should

admit, that currently, the term does not have enough public recognition and a certain amount

of usage as the term “Armenian Genocide”, which lets politicians use it in the wordplay.

Thus, it can be stated that the US presidents used three terms: “Annihilation of

Armenians” by George W. Bush, “Mets Yeghern” by Barack Obama, “Atrocities against

Armenians/Mets Yeghern” by Donald J. Trump.192 Each of these words describes the same

historical event in a style that corresponds to certain US interests abroad.

Finally, during the Biden administration, the Armenian lobbying structures of the

USA scored a great victory with the recognition of the Armenian Genocide by the US

president.193 Meanwhile, the House of Representatives and the Senate passed legislation

193Biden becomes first US president to recognize Armenian genocide, 23/04/2021. Available at:
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2021/apr/24/joe-biden-armenian-genocide-recognition

192Statement by President Donald J. Trump on Armenian Remembrance Day, 23/04/2017. Available at:
https://tr.usembassy.gov/statement-president-donald-j-trump-armenian-remembrance-day-2017/. Accessed on
18/12/2022.

191 The New Yorker Times “President Obama’s Memorable Parting Words”. Available at:
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2017/01/23/president-obamas-memorable-parting-words. Accessed on
16/12/2022.

190Statement by the President Obama on Armenian Remembrance Day, 23/04/2016. Available at:
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/04/22/statement-president-armenian-remembrance-
day. Accessed on 18/12/2022.

189 Statement by the President Obama on Armenian Remembrance Day, 23/04/2015. Available at:
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2015/04/23/statement-president-armenian-remembrance-
day. Accessed on 18/12/2022.
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recognizing and condemning the Armenian Genocide back in 2019. US President Joe Biden

used the term “Genocide” in his traditional address on April 24, referring to the atrocities

committed against Armenians in the Ottoman Empire: “Every year on this day, we

commemorate all those who died during the Ottoman era Armenian Genocide, and we

recommit ourselves to prevent the recurrence of such atrocities”.194 This message completed

the view of the USA administration on the Armenian Genocide, as in 2019 both chambers of

the US Congress had adopted resolutions recording the fact of the Armenian Genocide.

The reaction of Türkiye followed immediately. Foreign Minister Cavusoglu wrote on his

Twitter page: “Words cannot change or rewrite history. We have nothing to learn from

anybody in our own past. Political opportunism is the greatest betrayal of peace and justice.

We entirely reject this statement based solely on populism”.195

It is noteworthy that Cavusoglu sees in President Biden’s address not only a position

regarding the past but also the present and the future. It is probably not a coincidence that, as

“Anadolu” agency reports, the President of Türkiye R.T. Erdogan immediately had a

telephone conversation with the President of Azerbaijan I. Aliyev, discussing “the joint steps

of the two countries against the background of recent processes”.196 It is easy to see that both

Cavusoglu and the two presidents were concerned not only by the use of the term

“Genocide”, but also by the following part of President Biden’s address: “Today, as we

mourn what was lost, let us also turn our eyes to the future—toward the world that we wish to

build for our children. A world is unstained by the daily evils of bigotry and intolerance,

where human rights are respected, and where all people are able to pursue their lives in

dignity and security. Let us renew our shared resolve to prevent future atrocities from

occurring anywhere in the world. And let us pursue healing and reconciliation for all the

people of the world”.197

Another major achievement of the Armenian lobbying organizations is the the

“Armenian Genocide Education Act”, which purpose is to finance the educational programs

197 The official website of White House “Statement by President Joe Biden on Armenian Remembrance Day”.
Available at:
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/24/statement-by-president-joe-biden-on
-armenian-remembrance-day/. Accessed on 29/11/2022.

196 “Source of Peace”: 3 years of the start of operations in northern Syria. Available at:
https://www.aa.com.tr/ru/. Accessed on 29/10/2022.

195 Turkish FM responds to Biden who used the word 'genocide' in his April 24th statement. Available at:
https://news.am/eng/news/640674.html. Accessed on 01/12/2022.

194 The official website of White House “Statement by President Joe Biden on Armenian Remembrance Day”
Available at:
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2021/04/24/statement-by-president-joe-biden-on
-armenian-remembrance-day/. Accessed on 19/11/2022.
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of the Library of Congress on the history, lessons, and consequences of the Armenian

Genocide.198 The bill, which already has 50 supporters in the House of Representatives,

would provide $10 million in funding over five years to the Library of Congress to educate

Americans about the coordinated, premeditated, and sponsored mass killings by Ottoman

Turkey.199

Last but not least event over the Genocide issue, was the recognition of the Armenian

Genocide by the state of Mississippi. The governor of the latter recognized April as the

month of Genocide prevention and awareness. Mississippi became the last US state, the 50th,

to recognize the Armenian Genocide. As of now, the Armenian Genocide is recognized by all

50 states, both houses of the USA Congress, and the US President.200

200Mississippi Recognizes Armenian Genocide. Available at:
https://asbarez.com/mississippi-recognizes-armenian-genocide/. Accessed on 18/12/2022.

199ANCA backs Armenian Genocide Education Act, 04/04/2022. Available at:
https://armenianweekly.com/2022/04/04/anca-backs-armenian-genocide-education-act/. Accessed on
18/12/2022.

198Armenian Genocide Education Act introduced in US House, 21/04/2022. Available at:
https://costa.house.gov/media-center/in-the-news/armenian-genocide-education-act-introduced-us-house.
Accessed on 18/12/2022.
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Chapter III: The political atmosphere of Turkish-American relations

and the “Armenian Cause”

"If we forget, the dead will be killed a second time..."

Elie Wiesel, Nobel laureate

Since the middle of the 20th century, Türkiye has been one of the main and loyal allies of

the United States especially in the context of Cold War.201

In the 1990s, the country played an important role in containing Iraq and Iran, supported

Washington in the implementation of American policy in the Balkans202, as well as in the

construction of the “East-West” energy corridor.203 In the early 2000s, Türkiye was a member

of the international coalition led by the United States and a partner in settlement of the

Afghan problem.204

According to A. Kuru, Turkish politicians are seriously discussing the geopolitical

position of Türkiye in case of termination of NATO membership because of number of

problems that evolved between the two countries. Although there is alredy such perception

among the Turkish society, over the past five years, the majority of Turkish society has

adopted an anti-American stance, probably at its highest level since 1952.205 Despite the

205 Kuru T. A., Why is Turkey torn between the United States and Russia? 11.06.2019. Available at:
https://www.opendemocracy.net/en/why-turkey-torn-between-united-states-and-russia/. Accessed on
15/11/2022.

204 Tanrisever O., Afghanistan and Central Asia: NATO’s Role in Regional Security since 9/11, IOS Press, 2013,
pp. 160-165.

203 Souleimanov E., Kraus J., Turkey: An Important East-West Energy Hub, Middle East Policy, June 2012,
XIX, 2, 157-168; Tekin A., Williams P.A..Turkie’s Role as a ‘Trans-European’ Energy Corridor, Geo-Politics of
the Euro-Asia Energy Nexus. New Security Challenges Series, 2011, London, pp. 145-165; Çeviköz Ü., Could
Turkie Become a New Energy Trade Hub in South East Europe? Turkish Policy Quarterly, 2016, 15, 2, pp.
67-76.

202 Güzelipek A., Türk Dış Politikasının Bosna-Hersek Sınavı (1990-1995), Çankırı Karatekin Üniversitesi
İktisadi ve İdari Bilimler Fakültesi Dergisi, Cilt: 3, Sayı: 1, Bahar 2013, pp. 133-142; Uzgel İ., The Balkans:
Turkie’s Stabilizing Role, Turkey in World Politics: An Emerging Multi-regional Power, edited by Barry M.
Rubin, Kemal Kirişci, Lynne Rienner Publishers: Boulder, 2001, p. 53.

201Atmaca Ö., The Geopolitical Origins of Turkish-American Relations: Revisiting the Cold War Years․ All
Azimuth: A Journal of Foreign Policy and Peace, 2014, pp. 19-34.
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challenges in relations with the US and NATO, Türkiye is likely to remain a part of NATO, as

separation would be damaging for both sides.

3.1 The Dynamics of Turkish-American Relations

Speaking of Turkish-American relations it should be stated that the failed coup in 2016

drastically affected the AmericanTurkish- relations. The failed coup attempts on the night of

July 15 had a significant reaction not only within the state but also in the international arena.

After the suppression of the rebellion, mass arrests of alleged supporters of the overthrow of

the current president began immediately in the country. President R. T. Erdogan’s harsh

reaction to that event caused the deepening negative attitude of the West.206 In turn, Erdogan

openly accused the West, especially the United States, not only of not supporting him after

the coup attempt but also of not handing over Gülen to Ankara.207 Erdogan, in particular,

announced: “I appeal to the USA. What kind of strategic partner are you if you accept in your

country a man whom I am asking to be extradited?”208

The failed coup attempt contributed to the rise of anti-American and anti-Western

sentiment in Türkiye.209 This is also evidenced by the results of a sociological study

conducted by the American Pew Research Center at the end of 2017, according to which

Türkiye was the only country where, according to the results of the study, the number one

global threat was not international terrorism or migration flows, but US politics (72% of

respondents gave this answer).210 Therefore, it is no coincidence that after the failed attempt

of a military coup in 2016 among other foreign citizens, a US citizen Andrew Brunson, pastor

of the evangelical church engaged in Christian preaching in Izmir for many years, was

210 Manevich D., Chwe H., Globally, more people see U.S. power and influence as a major threat, Pew research
center, 01.08.2017. Available at:
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2017/08/01/u-s-power-and-influence-increasingly-seen-as-threat-in-other
countries/. Accessed on: 17/12/2022.

209 \Arshakyan G., “The Russian-Turkish Relations in the Context of Unprecedented US-Turkey Tensions”,
Armenian Journal of Politcal science, p. 25. Available at: http://arjps.org/cover/eng/ARJPS-2-2019.pdf,
Accessed on 20/12/2022.

208Turkey's Erdogan calls on U.S. to extradite rival Gulen. Available at:
https://www.reuters.com/article/cnews-us-turkey-erdogan-idCABREA3S0A120140429. Accessed on:
17/12/2022.

207Abramowitz M., Edelman E., Beyond the Myth of Partnership: Rethinking U.S. Policy Toward Turkie,
National Security Program: Foreign Policy Project, Bipartisan Policy Center, 2016, p. 11.

206Ataman M., “July 15 Coup Attempt in Turkey: Context, Causes, and Consequences” - SETA Publications,
2017, pp. 234-238; Sloat A., The West’s Turkie Conundrum, Foreign Policy at Brookings, Robert Bosch
Foundation Transatlantic Initiative (BBTI), 2018, pp. 5-6.
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arrested. Branson was accused of joining and supporting Gulen’s movement as well211 and

was sentenced to 3 years in prison.

In the United States, Brunson’s arrest was considered a political matter, and American

officials demanded that Brunson be released from custody. US President D. Trump again

expressed support for the arrested preacher, and called upon Türkiye to release the pastor.212

Brunson, later was released from the courtroom after spending three years in custody

during the initial investigation.213 However the release of Brunson did not reduce the tensions

between the two parties, as Türkiye was quite confident in its aspirations of acquiring

S-400.214

From the geopolitical perspective it seems that with the renewed rivalry between the

United States and Russia in the Middle East, particularly in Syria, over the past decade,

Türkiye has gained additional importance for both countries, albeit with certain nuances.

Both Washington and Moscow see Ankara not only as an ally but also as a very important,

rather ambitious competitor in the Middle East region. However, Washington is more worried

about Erdogan’s actions towards Moscow than Ankara’s actions in the Syrian-Kurdish

direction. Over the past years, Erdogan, who initially positioned himself as a supporter of

Türkiye’s neo-Ottoman path, began to gradually move closer to Russia, which is causing a

well-founded and motivated alarm in Washington. In doing so, Erdogan further worsened

relations with the United States. This rapprochement also has its ups and downs, just like all

of Erdogan’s domestic and foreign policies. This ranges from the hitting of a Russian

warplane by the Turks and the killing of the Russian ambassador in Türkiye to the purchase

of S-400 anti-aircraft missile systems from Russia.215

Thus, another major event that caused deep consequences to the bilateral relations between

two countries was the fact that Türkiye found another major partner in the military field–

Russia. In December 2017, Moscow and Ankara signed a deal to acquire Russian S-400 air

215 War on the Rocks daily news “Turkey and Russia: A Remarkable Rapprochement”. Available at:
https://warontherocks.com/2019/10/turkey-and-russia-a-remarkable-rapprochement. Accessed on: 18/12/2022.

214Al Jazeera Media Network, “Turkey signals compromise with the US over Russian S-400 missiles” Available
at: https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2021/2/9/turkey-signals-compromise-with-us-over-russian-s-400-missiles.
Accessed on: 18/12/2022.

213 Arshakyan G., “The Russian-Turkish Relations in the Context of Unprecedented US-Turkey Tensions”,
Armenian Journal of Politcal science, p. 32. Available at: http://arjps.org/cover/eng/ARJPS-2-2019.pdf,
Accessed on 20/12/2022.

212 Donald Trump Threatens Turkie with Sanctions if Pastor is not Released, 26.07.2018, Available at:
https://www.newsweek.com/donald-trump-threatens-Turkie-sanctionsif-christian-pastor-not-released-1043964.
Accessed on: 01/11/2022.

211Erdemir A., Edelman E., Erdogan’s Hostage Diplomacy: Western Nationals in Turkish Prisons, The
Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD), Washington, DC, pp. 6-8.
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defense systems, according to which Türkiye would buy four S-400 anti-aircraft missile

systems with a $2.5 billion Russian loan agreement, becoming the first NATO member

country to enter into such a major military deal with Russia.216 The reaction from the USA

didn’t come late. At the jubilee event dedicated to the 70th anniversary of NATO, US Vice

President Mike Pence warned Ankara: “Turkey must choose: remain the most important

partner of the most successful military alliance or risk our partnership and alliance by making

unwise decisions”.217 The Pentagon then warned that if Türkiye acquires Russian air defense

systems, it would lose its place in the US F-35 airplanes and face sanctions. As an alternative,

the US offered Türkiye the American Patriot air defense system and announced that it allows

Türkiye to buy their systems in a deal worth about 3.5 billion US dollars.218 Türkiye rejected

Washington’s proposal to review the decision on the purchase of Russian military defense

systems.219

It should be noted that Türkiye’s decision to use the S-400 system had background story.

Ankara has been trying to acquire American Patriot systems for 10 years but without

success.220 The US resisted Türkiye’s demands to transfer technology and start local

production. As a result, Ankara began looking for potential replacements. After the failed

coup against Erdogan, including the aerial bombardment of the Turkish parliament, acquiring

an anti-aircraft system became ultimate goal for Ankara.

Two decades ago, it was simply impossible to imagine such actions by Türkiye in the

American sphere of influence. At the same time, it should be noted here that for this kind of

obedience, Ankara received the opportunity to use the latest developments in the US defense

sector within the framework of NATO membership. Moreover, before the emergence of

Erdogan, talking about Türkiye European prospects was not at all considered uneducated, and

the country had real opportunities to become a member of the European Union.221

221 Manners I., “Normative Power Europe: A Contradiction in Terms?” Journal of Common Market Studies, Vol.
40, (2002), pp. 235-258. Available at:

220“Turkey says U.S. offering Patriot missiles if S-400 not operated”. Available at:
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-turkey-security-usa-idUSKBN20X1I8. Accessed on: 18/12/2022.

219 ekathimerini.com “Washington rejects Turkish proposal for S-400 system” Available at:
https://www.ekathimerini.com/news/1171970/washington-rejects-turkish-proposal-for-s-400-system. Accessed
on: 18/12/2022.

218 Özer İ. A., Arming Countries: With or Without the United States, SETA Analysis, NO.55, 2019, p. 18.

217 Hacaoglu S., Kozok F., U.S.-Turkie Showdown Escalates as Pence Warns on Missiles, Bloomberg,
04.04.2019, Available at:
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2019-04-04/u-s-Turkie-showdown-escalates-as-pence-gives-missiles-
warning. Accessed on: 02/11/2022.

216 Kibaroğlu M., On Turkie's Missile Defense Strategy: The Four Faces of the S400 Deal Between Turkie and
Russia, SAM Papers, No.16, April 2019, p. 3.
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Thus, Türkiye owes such an unprecedented deterioration in relations with the United

States and particularly with the West to Erdogan himself and to his internal and, as a

consequence, foreign policy aimed at his own hegemony. However, inside Türkiye, Erdoğan

has not taken into account anyone for a long time and decides the country’s foreign policy

almost single-handedly, guided by his own, often situational and domestic political interests.

The US is required to constantly portray the latter as enemy number one, encroaching on the

Turkish people’s right to make sovereign decisions and, most importantly, sponsoring its

enemies in the form of the Kurds and Fethullah Gulen in the United States. As a result,

anti-American sentiment is nowhere more pronounced than in today’s Türkiye. All this is

actively used by Erdogan in domestic politics in order to strengthen his recently weakened

positions. The most significant indicator of the decline in the ratings of Erdogan and the

ruling Justice and Development Party is the victory of the candidate of the opposition

People’s Republican Party, Ekrem Imamoglu, even during the re-election of the mayor of

Istanbul.222

This process, in turn, stems from the general rather disappointing state of the Turkish

economy: lack of economic growth, unprecedented devaluation of the Turkish lira, job

closures, and, as a result, discontent among the population. The president of Türkiye tries to

compensate for all these disappointing realities by waving his fists in front of the population

and showing muscles in foreign policy. And here he clearly follows the example of his

“Russian friend” Vladimir Putin. In general, anti-Americanism in Russia and Türkiye is quite

similar and is mainly due to the unfavorable state of the economy and the state of human

rights protection in both countries.223 Erdogan’s demonstrative anti-Americanism and the

Turkish invasion of Syria are also among them.224 However, in its turn, such partisanship is

already costing Türkiye quite a lot in its relations with the world leader and its ally in NATO.

The constant and rather willful outbursts of Erdogan towards the Americans have already

prompted President Donald Trump to publicly confess his love for Greece, another country

224 Foreign Policy Magazine “How the U.S. Can Compromise with Turkey on Syria” Available at:
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/12/09/us-turkey-incursion-syria-kurds-sdf-ypg-erdogan. Accessed on:
18/12/2022.

223 Fikra Forum “Turkey's Clumsy Juggling Between the United States and Russia” Available at:
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/turkeys-clumsy-juggling-between-united-states-and-russia.
Accessed on: 20/12/2022.

222 Euractiv.com with Reuters December 16, 2022 “Thousands protest in Turkey over Istanbul mayor’s
conviction” Available at:
https://www.euractiv.com/section/global-europe/news/thousands-protest-in-turkey-over-istanbul-mayors-convict
ion. Accessed on: 18/12/2022.

https://www.insightturkey.com/file/1152/the-european-crisis-and-turkeys-unpredictable-role-in-the-balkans.
Accessed on: 18/12/2022.
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that is not favorable to the Turks. The latter expected from the United States a very tangible

manifestation of this love, in the form of moving the American base from Turkish Incirlik to

the Greek island of Crete.

However, it is too soon to discuss Türkiye’s possible withdrawal from the Alliance.

Considering the fact that Türkiye’s armed forces are second only to the United States in terms

of numbers and combat capabilities the total exit from NATO seems to be non-realistic at

least for the upcoming decade.

3.2 Türkiye, World politics and the “Armenian cause”

The further weakening of the Turkish economy, caused, among others, by the deterioration of

relations with the West, creates new threats for the United States. And these threats are more

large-scale than Erdogan’s actions in Syria because they move from the geopolitical

dimension to the world politics dimension. In this light, Erdogan’s aggression against the

Syrian Kurds under American auspices looks like “innocent childish mischief in the eyes of

the United States”.225

Moreover, the continuation of Ankara’s course of deepening relations and differences with

economically developed Western States may sooner or later put Erdogan in front of a choice,

a choice between economic collapse and, accordingly, his own destruction, between returning

to the auspices of the United States and leaving China’s sphere of influence. China’s slow but

steady economic takeover of Africa suggests that Beijing has considerable untapped financial

resources. And under conditions of slowing down its own economic growth, China would

obviously not mind dealing with Türkiye, of course, on its own terms, primarily political. As

a result, Türkiye has the prospect of appearing in China’s sphere of influence.226

Meanwhile, for the United States, which is waging a trade war with China, the realization

of such a prospect would mean a complete defeat in the Middle Eastern part of the

conventional theater of military operations.

From this point of view, it seems that the “Armenian cause” and Türkiye itself have

become small, conditional cogs of long-term, global challenges on an international scale, a

226Carnegie endowment for International Peace “China’s Influence in Southeastern, Central, and Eastern Europe:
Vulnerabilities and Resilience in Four Countries”. Available at:
https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/10/13/china-s-influence-in-southeastern-central-and-eastern-europe-vulner
abilities-and-resilience-in-four-countries-pub-85415. Accessed on: 18/12/2022.

225 Foreign Policy Magazine “How U.S. Support for Syrian Kurds Actually Benefits Erdogan” Available at:
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/11/30/us-support-ypg-syrian-kurds-turkey-erdogan-pkk. Accessed on:
18/12/2022.
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challenge to a new, previously unknown system of international architecture: “the economic

bipolarity between the US and China and the US and Russia between strategic bipolarity”227.

We have to admit that NATO was clearly not ready not only for China’s rapid entry into the

world arena but also for the “return” of economically weak Russia as one of the world’s

leading strategic-military actors.

Today, as in the past decades, the “Armenian cause” continues to remain a hostage for

international politics and international relations.

Referring to the international recognition of the crime, it is worth mentioning that

currently 33 countries of the world, individual subjects of a number of countries, including

the USA, have recognized the fact of the Armenian Genocide.228 A number of mass murder

researchers, including experts from the IAGS (International Association of Genocide

Scholars), characterize the extermination of one and a half million Armenians in full

compliance with the standards of the UN’s Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of

the Crime of Genocide. In the scientific field, the fact of the Armenian Genocide is

recognized by most scientists and specialists, including American, European, Israeli, and

even Turkish scientific luminaries. The most complete set of facts and evidence of the crimes

committed by the Turks against the Armenian people is stored in the Tsitsernakaberd

Museum and the Armenian Genocide Institute. According to former director Hayk Demoyan,

the museum currently stores about 100,000 pieces of exhibits related to the history of the

Armenian Genocide229, and also provides a detailed visualization of this tragic event in

history. Among the most obvious exhibits are the 1915 original photographs of the crime

scene committed against the Armenian people by the Russian, German and Austrian military.

At the geopolitical level, the slow but consistently growing economic confrontation

between the USA and China is gradually adding not only a geopolitical but also a global

character to the tragedy of the Armenian people, first of all taking into account the role of

Türkiye, which is located in the triangle between the USA, China and not at the “crossroads”

of confrontation with less participation of Russia. In this light, Resolution No. 296 by the

Senate is seen as another manifestation of the “Armenian cause” being put into action,

primarily as a means of mitigating the calamity and suppressing the enormous ambitions of

229 The official page of “The Armenian Genocide Museum-Institute” Foundation. Available at:
http://www.genocide-museum.am/eng/Interview.11.11.13.php. Accessed on: 19/12/2022.

228The official website of the Embassy of Armenia Available at: https://usa.mfa.am/en/genocide. Accessed on:
12/12/2022.

227Council on Foreign Relations, Blog Post by Brian K. Muzás December 11, 2020, “Bipolarity is the
Wrong Concept for U.S.-China Relations. Available at:
https://www.cfr.org/blog/bipolarity-wrong-concept-us-china-relations. Accessed on: 20/12/2022.
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the Turkish leader, Recep Erdogan. Before that Senate also adopted Resolution No. 150,

which the Congress called upon “to commemorate the Armenian Genocide through official

recognition and remembrance…”230

With the adoption of Resolution No. 296 by the House of Representatives with the

majority of votes: 405 in favor, 11 against, with 3 abstentions the most influential country in

the world officially recognized the Armenian Genocide at the level of the lower house of

Congress.231 It should be noted that Resolution No. 296 does not impose any obligations on

the US government, as the document is purely advisory in nature. However, the

congressmen’s actions received a strong response from Ankara. The American ambassador

was immediately called “on the carpet” at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Türkiye, and

President Recep Erdogan announced that he would not go on the planned visit to Washington.

After that, he characterized the adoption of Resolution No. 296 as “the biggest insult to the

Turkish people”232. Later in Washington, where Erdogan went anyway, he declared that

Resolution No. 296 “casts a shadow on Turkish-American relations”. In reality Resolutions,

No.296 and No.150 further strengthened the US arsenal against Türkiye. Particularly, the

United States Senate Resolution No. 150, where the Congress called upon “to commemorate

the Armenian Genocide through official recognition and remembrance…”233

Accordingly, this forced the Turks to fight every year to prevent the word Genocide from

being included in the presidential messages. In response, the American administration made

reciprocal demands to Ankara year after year. And here we come again to the fact that the

USA uses the “Armenian cause” to put pressure on Türkiye while prioritizing its

political-military interests.

In Armenia and in the centers of the Armenian diaspora scattered all over the world, the

resolution of the American congressmen was received with great gratitude and to some extent

also with unjustified, overestimated optimism, reaching euphoria in some cases. Moreover,

despite its unmistakable political background, Resolution No. 296 was undoubtedly the most

significant event for those Armenian lobbyists who have been trying for more than half a

233 The official website of the Embassy of Armenia Available at: https://usa.mfa.am/en/genocide. Accessed on:
12/12/2022.

232 “Davidian: Turkish-Armenian Protocols: Reality and Irrationality” Available at:
https://armenianweekly.com/2009/10/01/davidian-turkish-armenian-protocols-reality-and-irrationality. Accessed
on: 18/12/2022.

231 “US House of Representatives adopted the Armenian Genocide recognition resolution” Available at:
https://armenpress.am/eng/news/993429/breaking-us-house-of-representatives-adopted-the-armenian-genocide-r
ecognition-resolution.html. Accessed on: 12/12/2022.

230 United States Senate Resolution 150 on Armenian Genocide, 9 April, 2019. Available at:
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/senate-resolution/150/all-info. Accessed on: 12/12/2022.
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century to achieve the recognition of the Genocide by the United States. It is impossible to

underestimate the role of such organizations as the Armenian Committee of America and the

Armenian Congress of America in these processes.

Yerevan’s response was expressed in gratitude and admiration for the Armenian diaspora

in the United States by RA Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan and he particularly mentioned:

“Resolution No. 296 is a historic decision, a bold step on the way to serving the truth and

historical justice, which will also be a consolation for millions of generations of Armenians

who survived the Genocide”.234

Interestingly enough, we see some links between the congressmen’s actions and their

desire to appease the overzealous Turkish president in terms of the symbolic coincidence of

the day of adoption of this resolution - October 29, which is also the day of the proclamation

of the Republic of Türkiye by Mustafa Kemal.235 Thus, American congressmen showed

Ankara the direct connection between modern Türkiye and major crimes against humanity

that needs to be remembered and recognized. For added certainty, that same day, October 29,

congressmen passed another resolution that would impose sanctions on Türkiye’s financial

and, in part, its defense sectors for its actions in northern Syria. However, the adoption of a

similar resolution by the upper house of Congress, the Senate, was initially not expected to be

practical, primarily due to the specifics of the relationship between the United States and one

of its key NATO allies, Türkiye.

The pro-Armenian, or rather anti-Türkiye, resolution was introduced and led by Robert

Menendez, the senior democrat of the Foreign Relations Committee, and congressman Ted

Cruz in the Senate.236 It is noteworthy that the main Armenian lobbyist Menendez, presenting

the Senate version of the resolution, especially emphasized that “US foreign policy should

honestly express violations of human rights and crimes against humanity”. However, fellow

senators were even deprived of the opportunity to respond to Menendez’s appeal by voting on

the resolution. On November 13, Republican Party Senator Lindsey Graham, the head of the

Senate Judiciary Committee, blocked the resolution on the recognition of the Armenian

236 The official page of the Foreign Relations Committee “Senate Passes Menendez Resolution Recognizing the
Armenian Genocide. Available at:
https://www.foreign.senate.gov/press/dem/release/senate-passes-menendez-resolution-recognizing-the-armenian
-genocide. Accessed on: 19/12/2022

235 The official website of the Ministry of foreign Affairs of The Republic of Türkiye “Message of President
Erdoğan on the Republic Day”. Available at:
https://www.mfa.gov.tr/message-of-president-erdogan-on-the-republic-day.en.mfa. Accessed on: 18/12/2022.

234 The official website of The Prime Minister of the Republic of Armenia. Available at:
https://www.primeminister.am/en/press-release/item/2019/10/30/Nikol-Pashinyan-Congress. Accessed on:
18/12/2022.
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Genocide, using the rule according to which one senator can veto the vote of the entire Upper

House.237 It is remarkable that Graham, who is a close associate of US President Donald

Trump, did this after a meeting238 with Recep Erdogan at the White House. As justification

for such a position, the senator called on his colleagues not to embellish or rewrite history,

stressing that he is against this resolution “not because of the past, but because of the future”.

Since then, the resolution has been blocked twice more in the Senate by Senators David

Perdue and Kevin Cramer for much the same reason. However, the document was accepted

on the fourth attempt. Here we can argue that in the United States there have been many

attempts to withdraw the recognition of the Armenian Genocide by individual entities solely

because of political or military interests. This is a clear example where we can observe the

clash of historical facts with the current political interests between the countries undermining

a whole process of restoring justice for the victim party.

The process of recognizing the fact of the Armenian Genocide by US presidents has a

separate background. The presidents of the United States every year on April 24, the day of

the Armenian Genocide, come out with a message addressed to their fellow Armenians. Year

after year, the intrigue surrounding this call leads to whether the head of state will pronounce

the term Genocide or not. The term was first used by President Jimmy Carter in his address in

1978. On May 16, he announced: “In general, the world does not know that in 1916 in the

previous years, exact steps were taken to destroy the entire Armenian people and no

Nuremberg trial took place.”239

It is true that the word genocide is not here, but in terms of content, the formula “Exact

steps were taken to destroy the entire Armenian people” fully corresponds to the definition

given by Lemkin, the author of the term genocide.

By the way, this did not prevent Carter from suspending the arms embargo against

Türkiye, which was introduced in 1974 by the efforts of the Armenian and Greek lobbies in

response to the Turkish military invasion of Cyprus.240 Afterward president Ronald Reagan

for the second time in 1981 considered the Armenian Genocide, the Jewish Holocaust, and

240 Brumage J., “The Turkish Arms Embargo” Part 1, Shepherd University, 2015. Available at:
https://www.byrdcenter.org/blog/the-turkish-arms-embargo-part-i. Accessed on: 19/12/2022.

239Armenian National Institute Reception Honoring Armenian Americans, “Remarks at the White House
Reception”, May 16, 1978. Available at:
https://www.armenian-genocide.org/Affirmation.55/current_category.4/affirmation_detail.html. Accessed on:
11/12/2022.

238 “Despite “wonderful” meeting, Trump and Erdogan fail to resolve conflicts”. Available at:
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-turkey-idUSKBN1XN2CW. Accessed on: 18/12/2022.

237 Arm info Information Company “Forecast: Having appeared on the agenda of the Senate, the resolution  on
recognition of the Armenian Genocide will inevitably be adopted”. Available at:
https://arminfo.info/full_news.php?id=47512&lang=3. Accessed on: 20/12/2022
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the Cambodian Genocide as the most prominent examples of Genocide.241 Other US

presidents until President Joe Biden have “carefully” avoided the term Genocide, preferring

to describe the destruction of Armenians by the Turks as “Mass murders of Armenians” and

“The greatest tragedy”.

Before becoming president, and more precisely, during the pre-election campaign, many

presidential candidates promise to recognize the Armenian Genocide, which, considering the

Armenian community in the United States and, accordingly, the electorate of up to two

million people, is not surprising. George Bush, in a letter addressed to the ANCA during his

election campaign, promised as president “to do everything possible for the official

recognition of the Genocide by the USA”242. As we know, no progress was made in this

direction during the Bush Jr. presidency. Similarly, while he was still a senator from Illinois,

Bush’s successor, President Barack Obama, played on Armenian hopes. The latter also did

not fulfill that promise to get Ankara’s support in exchange for ensuring the unimpeded

withdrawal of American troops from Iraq and Afghanistan through Turkish territory.

Moreover, in order to receive the votes of American Armenians and hit Türkiye on the

head once again, while maintaining the image of progressive democracy in the world, the fact

pushed American presidents to refer to the Armenian Genocide year after year.

The most successful presidential speech in this regard was the speech made by President Joe

Biden when he used the term “genocide” 4 times and officially recognized the Armenian

Genocide. In response, the Turkish parliament adopted a resolution condemning the statement

of US President Joe Biden. Turkish MPs considered that Biden’s statement about the

recognition of the Genocide will inevitably have a negative impact on Turkish-American

relations. “We resolutely condemn Biden’s statement about the events of 1915, which

contains theses of Armenian lobbying, and we reject this baseless slander,”243 noted in the

Turkish pro-government daily “Daily Sabah”.

243Turkey denounces Biden’s statement over 1915 events. Available at:
https://www.dailysabah.com/politics/diplomacy/turkey-denounces-bidens-statement-over-1915-events.
Accessed on: 13/12/2022.

242 The official page of The Armenian National Committee of America “Anca Congratulates George W. Bush”
Available at: https://anca.org/press-release/anca-congratulates-george-w-bush/. Accessed on: 20/12/2022.

241 Ronald Reagan Presidential Library Digital Library Collections “Turkish Armenian File: [US Department of
State Remarks on the Armenian Genocide]” Available at:
https://www.reaganlibrary.gov/public/digitallibrary/smof/nsc-politicalandmilitaryaffairs/fortierd/R19/turkisharm
enianfile.pdf. Accessed on: 20/12/2022.
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The parliament noted that the US president’ statement has no legal force. Also, many calls

were made to Biden to revise that statement, which is not compatible with historical facts and

will inevitably have a negative impact on bilateral relations.

Thus, based on the entire experience of the previous years, it is necessary to record the

dominance of the “pragmatic discourse” of the US foreign policy over the “value-based

discourse”. Moreover, the second discourse, as a rule, is successfully used by the

administration as a mechanism for the successful implementation of the first. This is vividly

demonstrated year after year in referring to the fact of the Armenian Genocide as a means of

constrait on Ankara but not really defining it as a Genocide according to its legal definition.

By the way, the USA did not invent a bicycle here, because the “Armenian cause” continues

to be a part of international political trade. At the same time, the USA traditionally holds the

leader’s laurels in this direction, for two reasons: the existence of the largest Armenian

community in the world and special relations with Türkiye.

Yet, US President Joe Biden closed a significant page in bilateral relations since he

officially recognized the massacres of Armenians in the Ottoman Empire in 1915 as

genocide.244 Now, every April 24, Turks will no longer carefully follow the statements of the

US president. Ankara, of course, is offended since Biden’s words became a public slap.

Now everyone is trying to predict how Erdogan will react, with an emotional explosion

or with a new round of rapprochement with Russia. The reaction of the Turkish leader is so

far more restrained and rational than could be expected. The recognition of the Armenian

Genocide has been in the international political table for a long time. Both chambers of the

US Congress adopted relevant resolutions,recognizing the events of 1915 as genocide and

calling upon Turkish governmrnet to acknowledge historical events.

Russia also officially recognized it back in 1995, but this does not affect the strategic

partnership between the two countries.245 It is interesting that Biden informed Erdogan about

his intention by phone in advance. Perhaps, with this personal warning, Biden wanted to

make Erdogan understand that the US is seriously dissatisfied with Türkiye’s actions.246

Ankara’s reaction was almost no different from how it had previously reacted to similar

246 Biden’s exclusion of Erdoğan from the democracy summit may be a blessing in disguise for Turkey.
Available at:
https://www.brookings.edu/opinions/bidens-exclusion-of-erdogan-from-the-democracy-summit-may-be-a-blessi
ng-in-disguise-for-turkey. Accessed on: 18/12/2022.

245 The official website of the embassy of Armenia to Russia. Available at: https://russia.mfa.am/en/genocide/,
Accessed on 20/12/2022.

244 CNN politics “Biden officially recognizes the massacre of Armenians in World War I as a genocide”.
Available at: https://edition.cnn.com/2021/04/24/politics/armenian-genocide-biden-erdogan-turkey/index.html.
Accessed on: 19/12/2022.
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decisions.The Turkish Foreign Ministry stated that Biden’s action undermines mutual trust

and does not correspond to the spirit of partnership.247Erdogan himself stated that he was

upset with the created situation, and once again recorded the relationship backfire, explaining

at length, in the style of a professor, why it was a bad act.

Türkiye’s arbitrariness has been a serious concern in Washington since the days of the

Trump administration. That concern has doubled under Biden, who promises to rebuild old

alliances and restore America’s moral leadership in the world. However, for now, the US is

afraid to seriously pressure Türkiye, and even more so, to sever ties with an important ally.

Therefore, issues such as the recognition of the Armenian Genocide are used as restrainment

action for Türkiye. To addition to it, Biden’s statement is not such important milestone in

US-Türkiye relations. It is another injection into a sore point, from which the Turks are

offended. The USA has already explained that the recognition of the genocide will not affect

military cooperation with Türkiye and has expressed hope to strengthen ties with its NATO

ally.248

The American recognition of the Genocide has a greater chance of influencing Russia’s

relations with Armenia than with Türkiye. For Armenians, the topic of genocide is sacred and

has become one of the foundations of national identity. With its recognition, the USA showed

the Armenians that not only Russia but also the USA is ready to understand and defend their

principles. Biden’s recognition of the Genocide, indeed, gave a new hopes to the Armenian

society, especially to the Genocide descendants, however, romanization of this statement

won’t be the best outcome for this critical issue.

248 Carnegie endowment for International Peace “What Does U.S. Recognition of the Armenian Genocide Mean
for Turkey-Russia relations?” Available at: https://carnegiemoscow.org/commentary/84441. Accessed on:
18/12/2022.

247“What Does U.S. Recognition of the Armenian Genocide Mean for Turkey-Russia relations?”, 30/04/2021.
Available at: https://carnegiemoscow.org/commentary/84441, Accessed on 20/12/2022.
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Conclusion

The role of Diasporas has always been important, especially for those nations which have

faced historical disasters, injustice, violence, and war crimes leading to unresolved issues for

future generations. History is full of such examples when the historical seatbacks of nations

motivate states to rely on “foreign assistance” using the potential of their Diasporas in

different ways. In those cases, the home countries try to reach their long-term foreign agenda

goals with the help of diaspora communities in the host countries.

It is quite hard to write a coherent conclusion for the topic when the matter of concern is

still ongoing, as well as the policy of involved actors is changing. However, considering the

fact that my main purpose was to understand and assess the role and impact of the

Armenian-American community in the recognition processes of the Armenian Genocide my

conclusive remarks are as follows:

● First of all the activities of the Armenian-American community have been quite

successful during the last decade scoring a great victory with the president Biden addressing

the term “genocide” and calling upon the Republic of Türkiye to face with its history.

● The presence of the genocide issue is still relevant in the collective memory of the

Armenian diaspora communities and constitutes the identical characteristic of the whole

nation.

● The activities of the well-organized diaspora organizations are well reflected in

preserving and creating the memory sites of the Armenian genocide, which s of core

importance for the more than 100 years old crime.

● Although the Armenian-American community does as much as it can in terms of

raising awareness on this crucial topic, it still lacks guidance from official Yerevan, since the

letter tries to be more vigilant in the postwar period.

● The new normalization process between Yerevan and Ankara in its turn deters the

activities of the Armenian-American community since two parties agreed to negotiate

without any preconditions.

● Every action of the Armenian-American community against Turkish interest may

have a re-action directly posed against the Republic of Armenia, therefore the community

should sustain some sort of constructive approach.

72



No matter how hard the diaspora communities try to raise public awareness, advocate for

resolutions to be passed, and reach the usage of the correct terms, there are still some

questions remaining unanswered.

Those particularly refer to the official demands of the Republic of Armenia over this issue

from the Republic of Türkiye which is, before the normalization process, to recognize the

Armenian genocide. This demand, of course, has its moral, political, legal, and historical

aspects.

Unfortunately so far there has never been a legal process established for investigating this

crime in the international courts as there has been no appeal for it. And the creation of any

kind of legal or historical process becomes even unattainable because of the attempts to

normalize the relations between Ankara and Yerevan without any preconditions. So, the

question is, if the recognition of genocide remains as solely an issue of morality or not. And

if that’s the case, what will the approach and role of the diaspora look like in the future?
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